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hose cities, but againstall the Mtllieip ili-
ties which entered into agineeneits t
contribute te the consttruction ni ilie î:iil-
rond! As matters stand Vt e g]îue.-tti is,
what is just and fair betveei the people
nt large of the 'Province of Qulebec and
the contributing municipalities, and lilce-
iwise betw.en each of the latter? Thlere
was a time, if we are iot greatly mistaken,
w'hen grievous complaint was male by the
citizens of Montreal tliat the couity of
Ottawa was going to repuliate its liability,
aind ie are quite sure that if there was
not a demanid for coercion oin the part of
the Legislature there woull hiavo beei
little sympathy evincec in MontreaI nt
that tine in favor of any defaulting Muni-
cipality w'hich hiad been subjected te
coercion.

Repudiation of engagements such ns
that of the city of M1ontreal fo'r the Rail-
rond is a serious matter, and there is no
telling yhere it will end. All the legisla-
tion thîat lins talcen place lias been baseci
on the good faith o the Municipalities,
and the Legislature which reprosents the
population of the hole Province cnunot,
and olight net, te permrit sections of that
Population to relieve themselves by their
ownact of a liability, and te impose that
liability upon others. Een if the case of
the Finance Committee Nere ten times
stronger than iL is, it would not justify
the repudiation of a liability voluntarily
incurrec by the parties interested in
r'elieving tieiselves at the cost of per-
sons h liave a clear right to be con-
sulted. The case seeins te us so clear
that ire cannot imagine that our discon-
tented felloir citizenis see the matter iii
the sanme light. r'actically Montreal
demands tl at at hier own iwill and plea
sure she shall be relieved of a liability
which must in colsequence he tlmorn on
the Eastern Towviships and the eoile
on the south shore of the St. Lawirence.
Surely if a dilliculty lias arisen the Legis-
lature is the proper tribunal te wlici an

appeal should be macle, andclot te parties
interestedl.

That the citizons of foitreal voulc
ice to get rid of this railroad liability is.
beyond a doubt. On tiat point there
woulcl be perfoct unaniity.of opinioi.
The difficulty is that they re bouind in
justice to the Province at large, and in
honor to adhere te their pledge, and they
euglht not te claim te be judges, in thei'
own case. We miust add a few words on.
the objections madeby theFinance Com
mittee, ancl w'hich we hae stateiabove.
we de net profess to be competent te
decide betiveen rival engincers which is
the beast line for the railroad between
quebec and Montreal, tlat by Bout dle.

lIsle, or' that by Torrebonne. Ve lcnow
thaett by the former route it w'ould be ne-
cessary te have a draw.bridge, a most ob-
jectionable structure, and wvhich would
involve in all probability a delay greater
thtn wiould be caused by the incrensed
distance of the line via Terreboi. The
engineer'ing difliculties mnay have been ex-
aggerated, but the comnissioners have at
least acted on the acvice of comnpetenît
engineers. Witli î'egard te the workshop
question, we are of opinion that thlee are
grave objectiions te the Goveînmeont
undertaking the construction of' rolling
stock, and, nîoi'over,e io 'dly sc lion'
it wonkcl be possible for then te conpel
Uie lessees of tLe rond to set up worksi
for the constti.ction of locomotives or
cars.

'le Governmnt of Quebec lias acted,
so far as ive carn judge, in perfect. good
faith to Montrel. But what shall we say
of Quebec iwhich is equally agitatet on
the subject nid cqually desirous of repudPi
ation ? Quebec is dissatisfied because
Montreal lias not been cut of' by runnitig
the line to St. T'hérèse, w-lich iv'ould bo a
shorter route to Hull tlan that by Mont-
real. Can it be belicred tlia tlhis coni-
plaint is urged itli sincerity, and not as
an excuse for repudiation.? Not only iwas
their own North1 Shore ine clesigned sole.
]y for comulînieation with Montreal,
which iras te bVe its teriiinus, but if tie
line had been orighially projectel betiveen
Quebec and Hiill, or any other point fui-
the' nwest, it nei'è would have enteried
the imagination of any raihvay proioters
te avoid sucli a, city is Moinitreal. Ente'-
tniîing the views wvhuichi Ive hava Pltceci
before ouir readers, iwe caiinot but deploer
the liet that lis been manifestedl both
in Montreal and Quebec on this question,
or refrain froi expressing ou, synpathy
wii the Quebec Goe'rnmen)t, iwhici ftinds
itself cormpe]led, in justice te the whole
population oftthe Province, te insist on
certain mniuu'cipalities fulfilling pledges
on the faith et ihich tie Governmient,
vitlh the conturrence of tht' Legisîature,

n-as indtced te undertake a o-k of a
mnost form idable characti'.

IBl AND lUSINESS.

Feoi pe1sons outsid o te nr
comnunity have any idea f tle effect
success in life, or' the i'ant of it, lias upoi
the general lealth of the man of business.
le vlho inechanically toils for his daily
or vreekly wages, often envies the em-
ployer iliose capital is at stace in bis,
enterprise. _ie lias no idea ef tlue fever-
ish dlays the sleepless nihts, anxiously
spent by the busi ness mar in devising
menus te tide voer soue first difliculty

of the struggles against faillure ; of the
struggles with the tempter who whispers
'ldishonesty " in his car; of the terrible
sinking step by step after he has once
transgressed of the wounded conscience
which stings hii daily in the siglt of his
fellowvmen; of the humiliation which imust
be felt by the tuan who after years of'
drudgery haid found a respectable position
and name in the connunity only to lie
rast clown agaiti in his declining years,
biinging wvith hinm a family reared in con-
fort ifnot in Ixury; of the sensation with
which lie pronounces daily or weekly theo
vords, w %e have done those things wliclh
we ought not to have clone, and left un-
clone those lthings whiich iwe ought to liave
donc," w'hile the stili all voice ques-
tions him whetler' lhe is trying to do better.

A lealing dry goods merchant or
Toronto once said thlîat o mn need fîail
in business. Tis doubtless was expressed
as a rulc te whicl tleî'o night be someo
exceptions. 'T'lie grent. trouble is thtt
men do not proeceed caitionsly enoangli
or do not " put, on the bi-akes '" in tinie,
or in a careless morent, a friend is ac-
conmocdatec, andcl veriy fewt kiow low to
refuse n second reques C'est leprenéier

pas qui cotie," and it costs in minid and
body as well as substance. Ill luck, imis-
fortune, are the ternis often applied te
these consequenees of a fiîrst wrong act,
jist as

Wlhen lovely womaen go astIruuy,
Tihe stars are iore in fllu thai they."

If Jacob who macle him a present of that
elegant gold match liad not asecl, hlim
foi that accommeodation note he would
not be wbre lie is now'--or if he hall
not handled. pitch, lie woull not have
soiled his hands.

Although thoo arc sone persons se
constituted that failure ain life lis little
effect upon their spirits, generally speak-
ing, ive can easily detect the man who is
going down bill by his physiognony and
general toie. And iwho des not kcno%
the beaming, assîring face of tie success-
ful man. Thnre is an intoxication ii
success ofe %hich the strongly constittted
drinker lias not cven the;faintest idea, or
wlich the flattered have no conception.
Success in life generally implies superior
qualities, for there is ne more absurd idea
than that contained in the remark, "any
man can maee money any nnai may be-
cone ricb.h Theie is no part of huian lite
in w'hich the Darwinian theory applies
more readily tha. je. business: as a rule
the fittest will sur . Kiavery niay
succeei for nil, um honesty 'itlh
ability is the surest guide.

Many of our ablest, merchants attend
se closely to business that the ordinary


