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lxuy improve the pupil’s reading and spelling, but will be a stimu-
w Private reading and study, and will enlarge his stock of
lli;;dl and ideas, while making him familiar with the thoughts of
Qo °r minds, For this subject, Scott’s facile verse was most fre-
®utly selected during the past year. In one instance Goldsmith
chosen, and in another, Wilson. Scenes, characters, incidents,
allusions had been grasped, and the mere repetition of the
m‘ges selected may be termed almost perfect. 1n few instances,
‘ndevel', was the style of repetition worthy of much praise,
Rag ﬂhli Ap‘araphra.sing was generally weak.—A. OGILVY BARRIE,
]

“pleﬁnd that during the year every specific subject has been taken

fol), Xcept German, Mechanics, Chemistry, and Magnetism, in the
OWing proportions :—
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v Enghah literature is, as might be expected, and properly, the fa-
bat, b6 one. The choice of passages has been generally judicious,

¢ 10 many cases there has been a wrong conception as to the re-
rop; tents. Few of the failures are due to lack of memory in
ﬁel:thtmn’ many to want of proper expression, more still to insuffi-
to . comprehension and unmeaning paraphrase. The committing
emory, expressive repetition, and thorough understanding of
for €8 of classical poetry is an educational result worth paying
Y. Lhe mere committing to memory without the other two is
»and I have treated it as such. —JuBN KERR, Esq., M. A,

\ -
I: Garvespondence of the FJournal of Gduration,
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1. COMPETITIVE EXAMINATIONS.
Hor Journal of Education.

P‘ISI’B‘.The subject of bringing the work done in our High and
‘ent, ¢ 8chools under uniform examinations is one which is at pre-
fop e“g'o.ging considerable attention. We have the examinations
in@dmmlapion to High Schools, and we shall probably soon have the
d”‘ct ediate examinations. The former has already done much in
exy, g the labours of those who prepare pupils for the entrance
&“n‘:’l&h‘ons, and I have no donbt the latter, with its payment by
A > Will very materially increase the efficiency of High Schools.
orm examination will be provided to test the work done
v%y“‘e Schools, and I think a somewhat similar test would be of
8reat advantage to our Public Schools. During the present
With ®mpetitive examinations have been held in a few counties
“Gto’ 80 far as we may judge from published reports, highly satis-
ph,g:zu:'esults. Our Public Schools are working under & uniform
Sopy,, sime, and might very properly be brought under uniform
.mg’_etmve examinations by the Council of Public Instruction pre-
top ,, 8 regulations and furnishiug printed questions. The examina-
pgpe:"’“ld be held in two or more places in every gounty, and the
pg‘.‘oh:‘&mmed by the present Uounty Boards or by other suitable
.To

i Pupils attaining a certain standing, certificates might be given
Sehou:“g the holders of them to act as pupil teachers in Public
Q‘tltnl:; or to enter a High School. By this means the present
Maingg; examination could be dispensed with, as it is but an ex-
Werg hmn of Public School pupils. If examinations of this kind
Mﬁoeld,.the Public Schools would be brought into direct com-
anq nn. With each other, a healthy emulation would be developed,
g, tﬁ: life infused into teachers and pupils. ‘I feel confident
Hj&h Sct 8 larger nuwber of pupils would find their way into
Youlq £ hools ; for pupils having passed a creditable examination
8ivg th eel a new abition, and their parents would be inclined to

i, .eem the advantage of higher facilities. As an evidence of
ngminve_“&l ﬁupils who distinguished themselves at a competitive
H’:Kh S&}tmn eld in this county last spring have already gone to
Nn; 00ls, and more will go in January. Local efforts for in-
Soulq ltillthe luterest, by procuring prizes for successful candidates,

made, aud by the means suggested above regulasity,

uniformity and increased efficiency would be secured. I believe
this subject is worthy of consideration, and that it will commend
itself to the active workers in the cause of education, who are dis-
posed to put forth every exertion and adopt every means calenlated
to bring our progressive School system still nearer to perfection.

Respectfully yours,
InspPECTOR.

December 2nd, 1875.

2. SIMPLIFICATION OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE.

Spoken language is natural to man. The ability to develop it
more than any other one thing, perhaps, distinguishes man from all
other animals. Other animals can reason to some extent, but man
alone is able to develop a spoken language whereby thoughts or
concepts of the mind are conveyed by articulate sounds. Instruc-
tive reason differs from the faculty of reasoning in this, that the for-
mer is experimental only, and confined to those things which more
directly pertain to the necessities or comforts of the animal, whilst
the latter covers the whole range of knowledge. The distinguishing
feature of human reasoning is, that it can, by the use of language,
accept a conclusion once gained,and make this the starting point of
a new course of reasoning. Thus man is enabled to protit by the
experience of former generations,and to convey any newly acquired
knowledge to his successors, whilst all the knowledge or experience
of other animals is lost, and cannot in this way be transmitted from
generation to generation.

Thus we see the importance of spoken language to man, which we
are apt to overlook as a matter of course.

Spoken language precedes written language. Indeed there are
tribes of people whose language has for the first time been reduced
to writing by missionaries in the last generation. Written language
however, is an afterthought. It is the result of contrivance in order
to preserve that which when once spoken would otherwise be gone,
except as it remained in the memory of the hearer. It bears the
same relation to spoken language that memory does to thought.

Spoken language, which is first in time, apll)leals only to the ear.
Written language appeals to the ear through the eye, and its devel-
opment presupposes some degree of cultivation.

The history of written language is full of interest. It shows the
processes through which the mind has been experimentally led be-
fore reaching that which -is now recognised as the true basis of
written language, viz. : the representation of the few elementary
sounds heard in speech. In Ancient Egypt, symbols were used as
the signs of ideas, and even now we find that the eye is used as a
symbol of watchfulness, the lambiof innocence, and the lion of
strength. All attempts to represent continuous thought by symbols
must necessarily be vague and unsatisfactory. To obviate this, we
find that very early in history, alphabets were introduced in which
the letters more or less accurately represented the elementary
sounds of the human voice. -

However much language may differ, the elementary sounds are
very similar in all languages, because the organs of speech are very
much the same in all. The letters used to represent these sounds
are, however, entirely arbitrary, and differ very much among them-
selves, as in the Arabic, the Hebrew, the Greek, and the Chinese
languages. The letters used in printing our language are adopted
from the Latin language. They are the same in the main with the
letters in all the Romance languages, and came originally from
Pheenicia. The very name Alphabet shows this history, for it is but
an abbreviation of the names of the first two letters of the Greek
alphabet, Alpha, Beta; just in the same way as we sometimes call
our alphabet the a, b, ¢,

This Roman Alphabet was ill suited to represent the numerous
sounds of our language, because it furnished but 18 consonants,
besides the three redundant letters ¢, q, and x, to represent the_
26 consonantal sounds of the language, and but five vowel letters
to represent its 19 vowel sounds. Consequently many modes of
compensation and combination were resorted to, differing ofttimes
according to the source whence a word found its way into the lan-
guage. Had our language been originally analyzed into its elements,
and a different sign been used to represent each sound, its ortho-
graphy would have been much simplified. But we have received
our lan:zuage as it is, freighted with its precious treasures of belles
lettres, which few scholars are willing to sacrifice to the advantages
of a purely phouotic print, however desirable in other respects.

All agree, however, that it is desirable to simplify our orthogra- .
phy in every admissible ways There are but two modes of accom-
plishing this end. We must either introduce new letters, or use
diacritical notation, )

I. The introduction of new lctiers has proven a failure. Ameri-
can and English Phoneticians, working in this direction, discarded



