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privileges involved only the annual payment of “one penny 
of Scottish money, if so much be demanded."

Sir William, soon after obtaining his patent, arranged 
for the transfer of his rights in the island of Cape Breton, 
which originally was included in the Province of New 
Scotland, to his friend Sir Robert Gordon, of Lochinvar. 
The latter, with his son Robert, obtained a royal charter 
(dated 8th November, 1621) to this, which was styled the 
barony of New Galloway.

No time was lost by Sir William in taking the necessary 
steps for the settling of his territory. Fitting out a ship 
in London, in March, 1622, he sent it round the coast to 
Kirkcudbright, hoping to obtain there a body of emigrants, 
through the influence of Sir Robert Gordon, whose lands 
lay in that direction. The meagre inducements oSered, 
however, could hardly attract persons possessed of the 
ordinary comforts of home life. Purchasers of land were 
the only ones to have any rights in the soil. Farmers 
might obtain leases ; but all, after a specified time, were 
constrained to pay a one-thirteenth part of the revenue from 
the land to the Lieutenant-General. Artisans might 
receive holdings, but only for their lives. So it is recorded 
that there was only one artisan, a blacksmith, took part in 
the expedition, the other emigrants being generally agri­
cultural labourers of the lowest class. It is unlikely, how­
ever, that more favourable terms were offered in any of the 
early attempts at settlement in America, or that the 
material engaged in them was any better. If Sir William 
had offered lands in fee his prospective emigrants would 
probably have been of an altogether different class—of the


