
( 2 )

It was formerly cuftomary in Scotland, as

well as other countries in Europe, for gen-

tlemen of land>^d property to make provifion

for their fons by fettling them, in fome

charader and fituation or other, on their

own eftates; fo that the fame tradts, and

even diflirids of land, came, in the natural

courfe of things, to be occupied by people

of the fame name and kindred, who lived

together like one great family, drawn to-

gether by mutual fympathy, and often more

flrongly united by antipathy to fome com-

mon enemy. Sometimes an eflate was par-

celled out among feveral brothers, whether

in equal or unequal divifions ; fometimes

large and advantageous farms were let to the

younger fons, who, at an eafy rent paid to

the elder branch and reprefentative of the fa-

mily, enjoyed their pofleflions under the name

of tackfmen: and thefe poiTefTions, fubdivided

and fub-let to inferior tenants, pafTf^d by a

kind of hereditary right, which it would

have been deemed a fpecies of impiety to

violate, in the families of the original tackf-

men, from generation to generation. As

the tackfmen were often the immediate

defcendents
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