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XXVI LESSONS ON LANGUAGE.

(The paradigms of these pronouns will be presented to the

pnpils on the l)la(kboard and fully explained. They may then

be memorized.)

G. The pronoun of tlio third person lia.«? not only

the same distiuctions as tlie i)rece<liii<^ for nuinhcr and

ca>«e, but lias three forms in all the cases of the

singular nuniher. By examining a few sentences such

as, ** Father is awaj^ hiit he will soon be home" ;
" My

sister is here, (ihe will bo glad to see you"; "The
stone sank, if is out of sight," we are led to see that a

different form is used according as the pronoun rej)r(!-

senta a being of the 7nale ><ex, a being of the femal'.

.\rx, or an object hat^iiKj n.o sex, because without life.

Tlie term gender is employed to mark this distinction.

7. The pronoun he, applied to beings of the

ntfile sex, is said to be of the maSCUline gender. 'I'he

proiKtun f<he, applied to l)eings of the frDKilc sex, is

said to be of the feminine gender, 'i'he pronoun //,

appli'Ml to things without life, is said to be of the

neuter gender. Neufer means neither.

8. ( )bserve that the neuter it is also generally used

to stand for tho names of inferior animals, parlicularly

when there are not distinct names for each sex ; as, I

will kill that snake, or it will hurt s(»i!i<d»od>.

I). 'J'lie possessive cases of the personal pronouns
are fre<]uently regarded as fuf/erfireft.

10. Tlie distinction of gender is attributed to nouns
and pronouns generally, the sex (tf the ohjeet determin-

ing the (jender (»f the umue, according to tlie principles

above laid down. C)ur language, howeve?', really

requires no refereiuu' to the matters of sex and gi^xler,

save as regards the right use of tlu; third personal

pronoun.

EXKRCISK 1.

Point out (itnt eldxnifij tltr personal pronouns in the

folloiriinj senteiireH \
—

Wo saw voii She told (Iipui so. I did it. Thoy bade lior

faruwull. 'riioii tutHt Hiuitten liiiu.
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