
•kirtirif tii3 slopes of heather and firmll spi-uce above the

clif i'» of Lake O'Fam, as a alio woula be fatal, and we care-

fully prapareu handholds by bruaning away the new snow and

rraaplnp the heather and spruce boup:iia below. V/t* descended ^y
a gorpe near the end of Lake O'Hara and makinp a ciit ofl' from
the stream were soon at tiie foot of the Wiwaxy ridge.

Then for two hour-s we strupf^led in the thick forest be-

fore rrwet, inr the streani again, quite near the cataract. At

four o'clock we reached Pec tor after a six days* absence.
After an absence of five days on a trip to the coast,

1 returned to Laggan the following Tuesday to make yn expedi-
tion to Mount Assiniboine. This peak, fifty mile a aoutnwest
of °auff, 1 had seen from tive Twin Peak at BatVff in ti'ie sum-

mer of '93, and iiad ever since desired to visit it. A glance

at Dr. Dawson's map will show tnat tin region east of this
mountain, ]yinp between it and the White Male's ^asa , is un-

mapped -^nd unexnlorid. Prom the west the peak was -epi^sent-
ed as accessible by the Simpson "^ass from C->scads (there
called by its old name "Castle Mountain"). This pass or i.rail

followed the Heely Cr«ek to the summit of the watershed, de-
scondin) on the other side by tr.a Simpson Piver and Vennilion
river to the Koot«<T|ift country. A st»^am waa r&presentea at'

flowing into the Simpson Five "^ l>om the 3?^3t. ana rising at
the base of Mount Assiniboine, Intending, therefore, to fol-
low the Simpa':)jfi Pass as far as this stream, 1 arranged to
meet Car rye r at Castle Mountain (on the map vailed by its old
name Si]v3 r City), he taking provisions down from Piald by
train, and 1 riding a pony down the sld Tflte road from lAg-
gan.

1 iiad r)!«ev4ously written to1| a famous prospector, whom 1

had hea-^d was living at Castle Mou>"tain, and had acquired a
large knowledge of the trails to the south, requesting infor-
mation concerninji' the best rotite to Mount Auainiboine, but he

had been unable to tell me more thar 1 3l ready knew.
And here 1 will say a word concerning a deli^htl'ul gen-

tleman. Col. P. O'Hara, whose acquaintance 1 had iriadB soma
tine before. He hsd made a journey with pony back from Hec-
tor previoias to mine, as far as the beautiful lake which 1

have called by his name, and .vhich 1 believe he was tiie first
to sea. His purpose having been to force a passage through
to the Pow Valley, he had iffilpcourse not penetrated into the
amphitheatre above, which tti saw was blocked, and tl^us he had
net ascended the series of cliffs to the level of Lake ^esa.
Just as 1 was leaving the chalet at Take Louise, with my
pony, Col.O*Hara returned from an attempt to penetrate by tl»
White Mat||b ^asa into the -egion that 1 was about to tjryfrom
the Simpson Pass. He had been; stopped by forest fires which
Were raging soutt of Pa^ff, and filled the atmosphere with


