
Wliosi' I'mll \- this? With tlu'iiiiit (.1 ('iiiia<l;i in 'f,l, 'GC mihI 'T<i,

aiiytliiiij^ iiii;,'liL l)i.' tluiu- (lor 11113 (ioviTUUK'nl \V(<iil<l liiiv*; Ijocii

siiijpoi'tcd ill liny iiu'iisuro, no iiiiittcr tit what cost) lor tin' (IflV'Uso of
llui ooMiitiy, hut ilu' /^oldc^ii opporlimUy w.ii lost, no oiu' apparently
knowing' how to t'lnhracc it.

But the coinpany is <jrclc're<l out for thn annual drill, and wo will

start witli it to camp. Now is tho winter ol' the* Cu|jtain's discontentr

How tli<! is he io make up tlie <'onipaiiy? "'i'oin, okl fellow,

won't you couk; witii us to Nia'/ain thisyear? Nuthiii;? niueii to do you
kno\t, and you will ho haek hefovo hayin<?.'' Toui oan't soo it.

•' \ed, yoM wi'in a eoi'|toiid in the old company, eh? Come with us for

this drill ami I'll make you eoloi'-^ei';;*

help nie to lill u|) a hit; lierc we are
•t." Say, .lack, won't you
r Niaf^ara next Thursday

morniii;^ and I've only ;,'<)t twelve uk-ii; ho jrivo us a lift like ;i good
fellow; Ilerii (d'o twenty dollars; go and see Pat and Bill and Harry

;

tell them 1 will ncvii' a>k (luin out a,i!;iiiii, if they will only come this

one time
; make t!iu money go as far as you can ; no swearing in you

know, and if any ot them want to come honn! heforo tlu^ camp is over,

J will get them leave from the Colonel. tho whole thing I'll

resign."

On the fateil Thursday morning, fivi^ or six compfnies are formed
up at the station, waiting for tlie cars, and to look at t!"'::'>. one would
think that "motley" was the wear of the (jniiiidian militia. II">re is a
fellow in a straw hat; tluue one in a wideawake. Here is 01.0 in a,

forage ca]), trowsers and shirt sleeves; there one with a imiform coat
across his arm, hutno other article of uiiirorm ahout him. (The clothing
has to last live years, undei-stand, and has already heen worn hy two
or three parties^ coming out dh'iihsov pins something at every transfer.)

The rifles and knapsacks alone, lool- ser\ iceaijle, the rest of the get up
being iiltliy through carelessness and neglect.

The cars hear in sight at last, and are saluted hy a yell, which is

returned with energy hy a party of tho gallant I'Jlst, proceeding
likewise to camp, and who in the meantime are amusing themselves
in a war daoc-e on the tops of the coaelie.-. The train has scarcely

stopped, till tho station is covered by a cloud of skirmisher.s,

ostensibly for water, in reality to "see a man ' in every tavern in the
neighhorhooil. By the time the men anj on hoard, the skirmishers
have closed, a good many showing that they have had enough of it.

Off we go, the platforms covered with men, and in two or three hours,

a fair proportion of the new arrivals, give conclusive evidence, that
whiskey at least has done its duty. Any attempt at keeping order
fails. The men have'nt been together before for a year, and most of
them are greenhorns, who never wore in uniform, who don't even know
their officers. Many of the officei's only liold provisional, or
Kegimental appointments, and won't attempt the exercise of any
authority. The non-commissioned officers know nothing whatever
about their duties, and if they did, arc not going to make a row with
their neighbors, may be there own relatives. The men in fact, are
absolutely without restraint, and jump off in scores at eveiy stopping
l)lace, in all stages of drunkenness, antl in every variety of dishabille,

and I've seen or hoard myself, of almost every crime that disgraces a
soldier in uniforifl, from insulting women, to threatening aii ortic^r.
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