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With superabundant water power and cheap labour,

especially in Lower Canada, we have yet no domestic
manufac 'ires; nor can the most sanguine, unless under altered

circumstances, anticipate the home growth, or advent from
foreign parts, of either capital or enterprise, to embark in

this great source of national wealth. Our institutions, unhap-
pily, have not that impress of permanence which can alone

impart security and inspire confidence, and the Canadian
market is too limited to tempt the foreign capitalist.

Whilst the adjoining States are covered with a net-work of

thriving railways, Canada possesses but three lines, which,

together, scarcely exceed fifty miles in length, and the stock in

two of which is held at a depreciation of from 50 to 80 per

cent,—a fatal symptom of the torpor overspreading the land.

Our present form of Provincial Government is cumbrous
and so expensive, as to be ill suited to the circumstances of

the country; and the necessary reference it demands to a

distant Government, imperfectly acquainted with Canadian
affairs, and somewhat indifferent to our interests, is anomalous
and irksome. Yet in the event of a rupture between two of

the ^ most powerful nations of the world, Canada would
become the battle-field and the sufferer, how ever little her

interests might be involved in the cause of quarrel or the

issue of the contest. •

The bitter animosities of politica' parties and factions in

Canada, often leading to violence, and, upon one occasion, to

civil war, seem not to have abated with time; nor is there at

the present moment, any prospect of diminution or accommo-
dation. The aspect of parties becomes daily more threatening

towards each other, and under our existing institutions and
relations, little hope is discernible of a peaceful and prosperous

administration of our affairs, but difficulties will, to all

appearances accumulate until government becomes impracti-

cable. In this view of our position, any course that may
propose to efface existing party distinctions and place entirely

new issues before the people, must be fraught with undeniable

advantages. ,'' '"'
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Among the statesmen of the Mother Country—among the

sagacious observers of the neighbouring Republic—in Canada
and in all British North America—amongst all classes there

is a strong pervading conviction that a political revolution


