
SENATE

Hon. Mr. DANDIJRAND: W'e have been
diQcusý4ng this Bill frccly, aimo4s ZIS thoughi
we were in C'ommnit te,. But 1 suigge4t to the
right hionourabie gentleman thiat perhiaps it
wouid be better to take the second reading,
aund -o into commlitter.

Ri-ht, Hon. Mr. MEICHEN: 1 tbiink we
,houid go jnto committce immediateiy after
the second reading.

Thie motion w-as ag-reed to. and the Bill
was read the second time.

CONSIDERED IN CONMITTEE

On motion of Right HUon. Mr. Meighen, the
Sýenate went int Committee on the Bill.

Hon. Mr. Copp in the Chair.

On section 1-truant officers:

RtiLeht Hon. 'Mr. MEICF[HEN: Thi siml

provides that every member of the Mounted
P'olitce or an.v specia i onst ai ti appointe(i for

police tiuty on an Indian reserve shahl be a
truant offleer.

Hon. Mr. DANDURAND: I may say, hon-
ourabie members, thnt the Six Nations Indians
g-ave me considerabie trouble at Geneva. Hav-
ing done A they couid in týhis country to free
thenives fromn the control of the Dominion
Government, they wvent to the foot of the
Throne, whence they were directed to rotunn
with their compiaints to Ottawa. Theni they
appeaied to the Council of the League of
Nations for protection, ciaiming that Canada
wvas violating a troaty made some 150 years
ago ýbetween a representative of the King and
themseives. I obtained fromn the department
con.siderabie information on the status of thes
Indians and furnished it to the Society of
Friends at Geneva, which w-as endeavouring
to protect -the rights of Indians in Africa, Asia
and America. I rememaber that one of the
grievances was that a police officer of Canada
had dared to invade the Six Nations reserve.
1 cited our iaw whioh permits these Indians to
vote, and showed that ail the members of this
particular band had recognized themselves as
Canadian citizens by going to the poils at the
last two generai elections. I do flot know
whether the provisions of this Bill appiy to
Six Nations Indians. Can the right honour-
able gentleman state whether there is any
exception in their favour?

Right Hon. Mr. MEIGIIEN: 'No, there is
none at ail.

Section 1 ;vas agreed to.
B .ght MU. .r. MEIGIIEN.

On section 2-removai of executors:

Right Hon. Mr. MEIGHEN: This applies
w-here an oxecutor does not proceed as ho
shouild with the distribution of estates.

Section 2 was agreed to.

On section 3-consent of agent required fur
sale or barber:

Hon. Mr. GILLIS: ilas bbe iaw not aiways
prevenbed an Indian from. seiiing?

Right Hon. Mr. MEIGHEN: Formerhy the
ilaw made il an offence only for the person
buying from the Indian, but this amendment
makes il an offence for the Indian to seli. The
Indian is put on his guard, because usuaily
ho iýs just as muuch 10 biame as the other party.

Section 3 was agreed to.

On section 4-buving- of produce prohibited:

Right Hon. Mr. MEICHEN: The expiana-
tion given on section 3 appiies here.

Section 4 was agreed to.

On section 5-roads:

Right Hon. Mr. MEIGIIEN: This enabies
the Superintendent General to say where roads
shahl ho esbablished on a reserve.

Section 5 was agreed to.

On section 6-reguiations:

Righit Hon. Mr. MEIGHEN: This is to
regulate the operations of haýwkers and
peddiers:

Section 6 was agreed to.

On section 7-board of enquiry as .to fitness
for enfranchisement:

llight Hon. Mr. MEIGHEN: This is the
section which was referred to on the motion
for second rea.ding.

Hon. Mr. DANDURAND : This is the kernel
of the Bill. I quite understandthat the Super-
intendent General shouid take notice of the
request of an Indian who desires to be en-
franchised, but I wonder what wiil govern the
sehection of persons for enfranchisement in the
absence of such requests. As I said before,
the matter wouid he quite simple if the section
appiied only to those individuais who hiad
ieft or rnighut in lthe future beave their reserve,
to live as ordinary Canadian citizens, for thev
wouiid have show-n that thev no longer desired
to romain wards of the Government. But
how wili the Superintendent make his selection
among Indians who have shown no inclination
to move away from the~ reserve?


