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ment gave that power. We are not la this
Bill giving that extraordinary power. Wc
are giving the riglit of expropriation, aind
a final tribunal will determine xwhat the
owner is f0 receive as compensation for the
property which Is faken from hlm. I can-
nlot see any difference ln principle, or for
thaf matter, la a greaf rnany cases in prac-
fice, between the power of expropriation to
a rallway or givlng if f0 a power company.

Hou. Mr. EDWARDS-Would the hion.
gcnfleman give it f0 every private corpora-
tion~ ?

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON-I would give I.
f0 any company that is seeking- a charter
from thîs parlia-ment, where If is of such a
nature fliaf the project cannof be success-
fuhly carried on without if.

Hon. M-Nr. EDWARDS-That lias nlot been
shown to us.

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON-I arn nof ac-
qualnted with the locality in this case, but 1
assume if is similar to a good many other
lecalities, and that a greaf many private
initeresfs will be affecfed, and one man
owing a lIffle strip of property, per-
haps not worth $100, might prevent the
construction of a -work which rnighf gîve
employrnent f0 hundreds of people, and
which mîglif suppdy power f0 electric
railways and f0 factories ail over the
counfry. Is that rîgbtf? Uniess you
have the right of expropriation, one maxi
wbo miglif hold ea Inferest not amount-
lng- f0 $100, could block a very important
projecf. That Is why we give the power
of expropriation. The object is nof f0 take
land af less than iLs value. The privafe ln-

ferest has f0 yield f0 the public inferesf, and
It will flot be left la the power of any ou(,
man f0 prevent a useful pu<blic worlc froi
being- carried on la the general inferest of
thie public. My hon. friend from Russell
started wîth the declaration thaf the whole
Bill was wrong, Ibecause this work was si-

tuated entirely wifhin the province o! On-
fario. and my hon. friend lnfended t0 refer

iL back on that ground.

Hon. '.%r. EDWARDS-AIIow me f0 cor~-

rect the hon, gentleman. 1 said the streanis

invoived from which this -wafer is f0 be 6h-

tained are provincial strearna, absolutely
Hon. Mr. FERGUSON.

wvithîn the jurisdiction of the province of
Ontario, over whîch'the Dominion lias no
control.

Hon. Mr. POWER-The Dominion bas
control over the canal.

Hon. Mr. FERGUSON-I would nlot set
up my view against that of a lawyer of
standing on that point, but I amn strongly
of the opinion that If we grant thîs charter
and give them this power, declaring the
work to be for the general advantage of
Canada. they can do anything they require
to do ; but If they have nlot that power they
can go to the legisifiture of Ontario, as 1
have no doubt they w-111 if necessary, and I
have not the slightest doubt they will ob-
tain there -any powers pxecessary to 'Qupple-
ment what we are givlng here in order to
carry on such a useful work as this Is. I arn
quite convinced no parliarnent will refuse it
because power companies are as essential
for the progress of any country, just as rail-
ways are, and ln other parts of the country
Irrigation is just as essential as either of
them ; therefore I have no hesitation ln giv.
ing my assent to the Bill.

Hon. Mr. WILSO'N-Before the vote is
taken, I desire f0 give my reasons for voting
on this Bill.

Hon. Mr. SULAIVÂN-:Which way is the
hon, gentleman going to vote ?

Hion. Mr. WILWON-The hon, gentleman
'wil find that out full well1 If he will wait a
few minutes. I believe there is a principle
Involved ln the Bill which we as members
of this House ouglit to support. As far as
clause 17 is concerned they rnay contend
now that it cornes entirely under the juris-

diction of the province of Ontario. If that

is the case, why has not the priaciple ad-
vocated by the hon, gentleman from Russell

been acted on continually?9 It appears te

me that we frequentY advocate princîples
just as It may suit the Indîvidual ; that
ought not f0 be. The.re is a reason for the

passing of tais Bill. We know thaf in
Dunville fhey have already a dam aijd
wafer-power f0 a certain extent, by whIch
grist milîs are being run. If thîs was to arrest
the wafer-power there, whereby it would
flood the land end furfher inferfere with the
farrning commuflityv along the strearo above


