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Oral Questions

dlaims the answer ta a lot of our problemas is ta bring in gun
contrai because that is what Canadians want.

If this goverament 18 truly listening ta what Canadians want
then surely it is hearing the majority cry out for such things as
consecutive sentencing, non-release of violent affenders, and
the return of capital punishment. Or, is it only hearing the
bleeding heart segment of our saciety? With the tinkering of
legisiation which is presently going on I would suggest the
bleeding hearts are the only ones who are being heard.

As more policemen die, violent crime continues to rise and
young offenders get bolder and bolder, very soon the voice of the
majority wilI be heard. What will the minister do then?

ORAL QUESTION PERIOD

[Translation]

THE BUDGET

Hon. Lucien Bouchard (Leader of the Opposition): Mr.
Speaker, Saturday's Globe and Mail reported that the Minister
of Finance asked bis colleagues ta accept new spending cuts in
order to countcract the effect of rising interest rates. It seems
that at a meeting on thc weekend. the cabinet was split on the
minister's proposaI, with a number of ministers preferring to
wait and sce before making additional spcnding cuts.

Does the Minister of Finance intend to table a supplementary
budget in the fali ta reduce government spending by at least $3
billion, in order ta counteract rising intcrest rates and keep the
deficit clown ta $37.2 billion as announced in his budget?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance and Minister
respousible for the Federal Office of Regionai Develop-

result of the severe judgment passed by a financial cc
that is dissatisfied with thc spcnding cuts in bis last

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance and
responsible for the Federal Office of Regional
ment-Quebec): Mr. Speaker, there are several reaso
increase in interest rates. First of al, this is an inte
phenomenon. We are seeing this not only in Canada
where as well. 0f course, Canada's level of debt doe5
either.

However, if we look at the past two or three wceks, c
rise in intercst rates is due mainly to the irresponsi
ments made by Jacques Parizeau and the Leader of thi
tion.
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Hon. Lucien Bouchard (Leader of the Oppositioni
of taking political cheap shots, I would urge the M
Finance, through you, Mr. Speaker, ta behave more res
and more specifically, I would ask him to answer thc J
question: If, as the niinister dlaims, political uncert
caused thc risc in interest rates we arc expericncing ta
why dees this increase not affect securities issue4
Govermcent of Quebec and Hydro Quebec, and Wh:
affect securities issued by thc federal government?

Hon. Paul Martin (Minister of Finance and
responsibie for the Federal Office of Regional]
mnent-Quebec): Mr. Speaker, probably because QU
been spoiled by a Liberal government for nine years
Canada.

Some lion. inembers: Hear, hear.

[Englishj
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