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The Address

The hon. member also mentioned home renovation and the 
construction industry. In Quebec, we have a major problem with 
the underground economy. It is all part of the same problem, 
which is that taxes are too high, and until the government has 
given a clear signal in this respect, it would be wishful thinking 
to expect construction and home renovation to pick up.

[Translation]

Last October Canadians clearly told us that the policies of the 
former government and the way things are done in Ottawa had to 
change.

I am happy to see that the throne speech reflects the promises 
of renewal included in the electoral platform of the Liberal 
Party. As a member of this House, I will be happy to support 
these policies.

[English]

The 35th Parliament must do its utmost to restore confidence 
in the federal government among Canadians. Members of Par­
liament must be allowed a meaningful role in the development 
of public policy and legislation. During a recent election I 
campaigned on the slogan: “We need Simcoe North’s voice in 
Ottawa, not Ottawa’s voice in Simcoe North”. I remain com­
mitted to that principle.

I am pleased that the government will take measures to 
enhance the credibility of Parliament but that is not enough. I 
believe that every member Of Parliament must do whatever he or 
she can to restore confidence in the electorate and encourage 
their participation in the process. That is why I am seeking to 
create community advisory committees in my riding. These 
committees will provide me with advice and support on various 
issues of importance to my constituents.

Since the election I have met with a great number of individu­
als who represent small business, the agricultural sector, envi­
ronmental groups, municipal councils as well as cultural 
organizations.

Their participation in these advisory committees will be 
crucial for me in delivering my message to Parliament from a 
generally grassroots perspective.

[Translation]

The government must address economic development and 
unemployment issues as soon as possible. By helping small and 
medium size businesses to obtain the capital they need to grow, 
by creating the youth service corps, by encouraging the develop­
ment of a Canadian technology network and by rebuilding our 
infrastructure, Canada will be on the right track towards a 
vigorous economic recovery.

[English]

Simcoe North is the home of the Industrial Research and 
Development Institute whose physical plant will be built during 
the coming months. This organization will elevate Canada’s 
technological expertise in tool, die and mould production to the 
highest standards in the world resulting in many spinoffs for the 
Canadian economy. IRDI embodies the partnership between

And now a final comment on national standards for appren­
ticeship. It seems the Liberal Party, like the Tories, will not learn 
from past mistakes. National standards are a major barrier to 
regional development. The federal government likes to suggest 
and dictate national standards. Initially it provides subsidies to 
go along with those standards, and then it withdraws them, and 
the result, as we know, is that the provinces are left holding the 
bag of financial problems that were, in fact, created by the 
federal government. Occupational training is a provincial re­
sponsibility, and the federal government has no business regu­
lating this area. The members of the Bloc Québécois, reflecting 
the position of Quebecers, will demand full responsibility in this 
area.

[English]

Mr. Richardson: Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank the hon. 
member for his close attention to my speech. It helped to refresh 
in my mind what I had said.

I would like to pick up on one or two things about hope. Every 
one of us is in great need for a dose of hope whether we are from 
the party of the hon. member or from my own party. Every 
farmer every spring has some hope.

In the throne speech there were all kinds of seeds and those 
seeds were in the speech in the form of the things that I have 
mentioned and the things that you have reiterated. There was not 
anything tangible there but those seeds have to be scattered on 
the land. Given the right situation in the right environment they 
will sprout, grow and bear fruit.

• (1815)

Mr. Paul DeVillers (Simcoe North): Mr. Speaker, esteemed 
members of the House of Commons, it is a great privilege for me 
to speak in response to the throne speech which outlines the 
government’s priorities for the first session of the 35th Parlia­
ment.

I would like to start by thanking my constituents of Simcoe 
North for entrusting me with the responsibility of representing 
their interests in Ottawa. I would also like to thank my wife, 
family and hundreds of volunteers without whose help I would 
not be here today.


