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Social Development Ministry

necessary thinking and planning as we enter this next new
decade.

The problems associated with pensions are among the most
complex and urgent facing the country today and they are not
going to get any better. By the year 2000 the number of senior
citizens, now 2.2 million, will have grown to over three million.
In Ontario the number will have almost doubled. If something
is not done the aged are going to impose an extremely heavy
burden on society in terms of pensions and social security.

It is my hope that the prime objective of this new depart-
ment of social development will be to consolidate what we have
learned in the past regarding the successes and failures of
social programs, and to assess what the real social needs of the
future are going to be. Only then can it realistically be
determined what the social priorities for the next two decades
will be and how the Canadian government is going to fund
these programs. With regard to our growing elderly popula-
tion, if there is not sound planning and a shift in attitudes, the
economic and social implications by the turn of the century
will be devastating.

With this anticipation, I am happy to support the passage of
this order in council, and I hope tc participate in that support
this evening.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Blaker): Is the House ready for
the question?

Some hon. Members: Question.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Blaker): All those in favour of the
motion will please say yea.

Some hon. Members: Yea.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Blaker): All those opposed will
please say nay.

Some hon. Members: Nay.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Blaker): In my opinion the yeas
have it.

And more than five members having risen:

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Blaker): Call in the members.

The House divided on the motion (Mr. Trudeau), which was
agreed to on the following division:

(Division No. 9)
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Madam Speaker: 1 declare the motion carried. The hon.
member for Ottawa-Vanier.

Mr. Jean-Robert

Gauthier

(Ottawa-Vanier):

Madam

Speaker, the time normally allotted to hon. members for




