
HOUSE 0F COMMONS
The Address-Mr. Johnston

Mr. Deputy Speaker: I arn sorry ta interrupt
the han. member, 'but 1 must inform. hirn
he has exhausted his time, and can anly
proceed with the unanimous consent of the
bouse.

Somne hon. Members: Carry an.

Mr. Johnston: I shall be anly a few
moments, as I do not want to take advantage
of the generosity of the house. I should
like the members ta recali that, if we are
basing the arnount of pension we can give
ta the pensioners on aur ability to produce
gaods and services in this cauntry-I wouid
say that shouid be the only limit upon it-
then, when we have had an increase in pro-
duction such as the Prime Minister says,
we should nat be quibbiing about what social
services we are goîng ta cut out if we
eliminate the means test.

We further agree, Mr. Speaker, that the
age shouid be lowered ta 65, and that the
wife should automaticaliy qualify when the
husband receives a pension. I believe that
is self -expianatory, so I shall nat take the
tirne of the house ta explaîn. it.

A moment ago, I spake about the initial
steps that might be taken in eliminating the
mneans test. Let there be na misunderstand-
ing about my position. 1 believe the means
test shouid be permanently abolished. I
think it is a crirninal thing. As a first step,
we might have ta apply a principie which is
advacated by the Alberta pensianers society
in a statement which I received the other
day. I should like ta put that staternent
an record, as I believe it bas sarne merit. It
says this:

We want the standard of living that is recognized
la the Income Tax Act. That is ta say the ceiling
on incarne, in the Olci Age PenSions Act for a single
man over 70 years of age is $600. but the single
man over 65 years of age is exempt f rom incarne
tax beiow incarne of $1.500. The married man wtth
wif e aver 70 years aid in the Old Age Pensions Act
bas a ceiling on incarne of $1,080. The married man
with wife is exempt frorn incarne tax if bis incarne
is less than $2,500. Wbat we maintain is that the
same standard of living shauld be recognized in
bath acta. and that the aid age pensianera, single
and married. should have their ceiiing on incarne
raised ta the level of exemptions on income for
single and married as in the Income Tax Act; bath
are based on a standard of living.

Now, Mr. Speaker, may I say that I hope
when this aid age pensions bill gaes ta the

comrnittee it will receive the very best con-
sideration, and will came back here embady-
ing sarne of the suggestions 1 have already
made.

Mr. Cale (Verdun-La Salle): Did I under-
stand the hon. gentleman ta say that he
believes the means test will eventually have
ta be abolished?

Mr. Johnsion: Yes.
Mr. Cote (Verdun-La Salle): Sa the han.

member considers that, at this time, there
may be some difficulty in the way of daing
that; there niay have ta be a levelling off
befare the test is aboiished?

Mr. Knowles: Eventuaiiy, why not naw?

Mr. Johnston: I have stressed that I arn
quite aware the Liberal gavernment does not
intend ta remove the means test, and I believe
everybody in Canada shauld know that. Let
there be no misunderstanding about that.
What 1 arn trying ta do at this time is ta get
as rnuch as we can for the aid age pensianers,
despite this Liberal government. As the first
step towards that, the very least the Liberal
government shauld do is ta recognize the
incame tax exemptions as the ceiling an
incarne for aid age pensianers.

Mr. Cote (Verdun-La Salle): How could the
han. member be aware of the policies of the
party? I hqive neyer seen hirn in any of aur
caucuses.

Mr. Johnsion: May I say ta the hon. rnem-
ber that on one occasion the Liberals were
having a caucus in the raiiway comrnittee
roam. They even had policemen on duty
there, but in ail innocence I walked into that
meeting. I was aliawed ta remain until I
faund out with whom I was associating, and
I certainly gat out.

Mr. Major: It being nearly six o'clock, may
I move the adj aurniment of the debate?

Motion (Mr. Major) agreed ta and debate
adi ourned.

BUSINESS 0F THE HOUSE

Mr. Fournier (Hull) rnoved the adjournment
of the bouse.

He said: Tamraraw we shail continue this
debate.

Motion agreed ta and the house adjourned
at 5.45 p.m.


