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in some of these districts would not be filled
if the age limitation were flot broadened te
some extent. But there bas been what is, Ithink,
a legitimate complaint on the part of a num-
ber of men in the age groups from twenty-
seven to tbirty years who have been married
since July, 1940, and wbo are now raising
young families, but who for military purposes
are flot regarded as married, that tbey sbould
be called from a particular district wben young
unmarried men of tbe same ages in otber dis-
tricts are net called. That, I tbink, is a
reasonable complaint. 1 have bad a large
number of protestations in that particular
regard.

Ano-ther matter, ontirely different, on whichi
I wislî te say a few words bias 'to do with the
medical services of tbe armed forces. This
afternoon, wvben the lion. meniber for Parkdale
was speaking, bie had sometbing te say witb
reference te the rehiabilitation of mon« in the
armed services wheo suffered frern ceritain
disabilities. le madie particular reference to
those w-ho suffered frei hernia, and hie gave
it as bis persenal opinion that such men could
net be rebiabilitated, or at least that they were
neit being rcbabilitatod, and tbat if tbey were
geing te be operated on, it would be necessary
for tbem te have expert surgical intervention.
If I understeed tbe minister correctly, lie
stated that that was the opinion of the medical
staff. Amn I riglit?

Mr. IIALSTON: I beliove tbe Minister of
Pensions and National Bealtb said that. I
do net tbink I did.

Mr. McCANN: I must take exception te
bis statement. I de not cencur in that
opinion.

Mr. RALSTON: I tbink theoenly interven-
tien I made in that connection was te ask the
bon. nîember's opinion with regard te double
bernia, wbether tbat could bcecured. I do
net thinik I expressed that opinion on bobaîf
of the officers of the department.

Mr. McCANN: That observation witb
reference te double bernia was made, if my
memery serves me aright, subsequontly te the
other observation. I say tbat I do net concur
in tbat opinion, and wbile the bon. momber
foir Parkdale is genorally regarded as having
been oneoef Canada's best surgeons, and he
made a report on the war services for the war
of 1914-18, 1 feel that ho does net express the
modemn opinion of the medical and surgical
fraternity in Canada when hie makes a state-
ment te that effeet. Thero is ne country in
the world that bias higher standards of medical
serviceps and medical educaVion than wo have
in Canada. That is pretty generally accepted,
and tbe proof of tbat is that of our hospitals,
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wbetber they be large institutions or tbe
smallor ones in the smaller industrial cern-
munities, a great number have been givon the
approval of tbe American hospital association.
That is perbaps the last word nf commenda-
tien there is on this continent.

I want te revert te what 1 was speaking
about with reference te what the bon. member
for Parkdale said, having te do witb opera-
tiens fer bernia. Every day from one end
of tbis couîntry te the ether that eperatien
19 being perfermed by thousands of yeung-
Canadian surgeens who are rebiabilitating men
back into our industrial anti agricultural life.
That is preef that it can be donc equally
w elI by the medical services in our armod
forces, because the medical services in the
forces are exactly the saine men, with very few
exceptins, whe bail been in civil practice
prier te the war. Having said semetbing te
the effeet tbat our standard of preflciency,
beth in our institutions and as regards our
medical and surgical mon, ranks witb the
bigbest in any country in the world, it appears
te me that wben tbat service is translatod
inte tbe armed forces. whetbor that ho in the
army, the navy or the air force, wve bave a
let-dewn. There is a drop in tbat standard
and tiiese very same men who bave been in
civilian life practising are spoen of dis-
paragingly and are as net as well rogarded as
tlhey woero in civil practice.

W.e have three modical services, one for the
armed forces, one for the navy and elle for
the air ferce. I am of opinien tbat the tbree
services are net necossary. There is duplica-
tien of service; there is duplication of expense
in cennection witb bospitalization. Hewever,
I amn net going te labour tbat point. That, as
a matter of policy, lias been establisbed and
tbis weuld be the wrong time te change it.
I did make suggestions along tbat lino at the
beginning of the wvar and tbey were not
accepted. The tbree services bave new been
establisbed and I arn of opinion tbat perhaps it
weuld be a serieus interruption in our medical
services if the policy wore changed at this
time. Net only is it expensive from the point
of view of dollars and cents, but it is a very
oxpensivo service from tbe peint of view 'if
our man-power. Already te date about 2,000
medical mon bave beon taken from the civilian
services and put inte the armed forces, aIl of
tlîem on a voluntary basis, mon wbo rank
among the vory bigbest in the modical pro-
fession in Canada. Within the last few days
a call bias gene eut from the medical staff
asking for another 600 men. I arn sure thore
will ho a caîl very soon, if our forces are te
ho augmented, fer more medical mon for the
navy and the air force. It is estimated that


