of the townships in the county in which
I now live, we have there the well-known
Bishop O'Conunor, and there toe we had
the Rev. Father MeBrady, one of the

most talented priests of the city of Toronto. ;
We got on well, and 1 believe our children |

would still get on in the same wiy, were
the conditions the same. 1 do not think,
that because we Conservatives in the pro-

vinee of Ontario have endeavoured to bring ;

the two classes of schools as nearly together
as possible, that we should be spoken of in
this ¥louse, as we have been. and as the
member for Lambton (Mr. Lister) suggest-
ed I deserved to be spoken of, in an observa-
tion made here to-night. At any rate, Sir. I
propose voting against the amendment of
the leader of the Opposition.

Mr. CHARBONNEATU.

(Transhition  Mr,

Speaker, T eannot allow the vote to he taken .

upon this measure without drawing the at-
tention of the hon. Minister of Justice and
of this Iouse to an irregularity in proee-
dure which I consider as serious. This
question has now ceased to have in my
mind the importance it had up to yesterday.
because of the statements which were made
to the TTouse in the early part of the pre-
sent protracted sitting. What took place to-
day convineed me that what we are doing
now is nothing but a legislative play. 1

think it my duty, before the second reading

of this Bill. to raise a purely technical point.
The jurisdiction of this House covers ounly
a particular and altogether special case. We
cannot extend our jurisdietion by a single
jot. The jurisdietion which allows us to
legislate in this matter, is given us by se<-

tion 22 of the constitution of Manitoba.
whieh, 1 think., is very clear, by the
way, I may say that 1 do not see

what need there was for the Government
to have this clause interpreted by the Judici-
al Committee of the Privy Council in Eng-
and. Our jurisdiction is dependent upon
an Order in Council summoning the Mani-
toba government to do a thing which it be
in their power to do. and which they refuse to
do. Now. I submit to this House as a con-
stitutional point, that there was no Order in
Council summoning the Manitoba govern-
ment to do a thing which it was in its power
to do. and consequently, I contend that we
cannot have any jurisdiction. and that we
very uselessly for the last three months
spent our time in shouting abuse at each
other. For the last three months this House
has been working at a Bill which has no
significance. This may seem strong langu-
age, but I think it is justified. Let us sce
first the preamble of the Bill :

Whereas the Roman Catholic minority of Her
Majesty’s subjects in the province of Manitoba,

appealed to His Exccllency the Governor Gen-

eral in Council under the provisions of section
twenty-two of chapter three of the Statutes ot
1870, intituled : ‘“ An Act to amend and continue
the Acts thirty-two and thirty-three Victoria,
chapter three, and to establish and provide for
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the government of the province of Manitoba,”
from certain Acts of the legislature of the pro-
vince of Manitoba., passed in the fifty-third year
of Her Majesty's reign, chapters thirty-seven anad
thiriv-cight- —

. pn.rti('ularly draw the attention of the hon,
| Minister of Justice and of the former Min-
iister of Justice to this description of the

- Aets, 33 Victoria, chapters 37 and 38 :

' ——affeseting the rights or privileges of the said
. Romaa Catholic minority in relation to educa-
jtion, namely : “ An Act respecting the Depart-
ment of Education ™ and * An Act respecting
I'ublic Schools,”” and whereas such appeal hav-
;ing been duly heurd and decided by His Ex-
v eellencey the Governor General in Couneil, such
provinecial law as s2»ems to the Governor General
- in Council requisite for the due cxecution of the
_provisions of the said section twenty-two of the
“first montioned Acet has not been made and the
circumstances of the casce require that the Par-
liament of Canada should make a remedial law
as hereinafter enacted for the due execution of
_the provisions of the aforesaid section twenty-
two.

Referring now to the Order in Council of
March 21st, 18095, upon which our jurisdice-
tion depends, I tind the laws in question
~desceribed in exaetly the same terms. Fipst,
the petition is recited forming the preamble
of the remedial order. as follows :—

That subsequently in the 52rd year of Her
Majesty's reign. two statutes were passed by
the legislature of tlie provinee of Manitoba re-

lating to education, which statutes came into
force on the first day of May, 18480, and are
entitled respectively *‘An Act respecting the

Departiment of Education,” and “ An Act re-
specting Public Schools.” and that the effect of
the two last mentioned statutes was to repeal the
previous Acts of the province of Manitoba in
relation to edu-ation. and to deprive the Roman
Catholic minority of the rights and privileges

which it had acquired under such previous
statutes.
Then comes the enactment, the essential

part of the Order in Council :

And His Excellency the Governor General in
Council was pleased to adjudge and declare, and
it is hereby adjudged and declared, that by the
two Acts passed by the legislature of the pro-
vince of Manitoha, on the first day of May, 1890,
intituled respectively : ‘“ An Aect respecting the
Department of Education,” and “ An Act re-
specting Public Schools,” the rights and privi-
leges of the Roman Catholic minority of the said
province have been affected.

* * * * ® L] *

His Excellency the Governor General in Coun-
cil was further pleased to declare and decide, and
it is hereby declared that it seems requisite that
the system of education embodied in the two
Acts of 1890, aforesaid, shall be supplemented
by a provincial act or acts which will restore to
the Roman Catholic minority the said rights and
privileges of which such minority has been so
deprived ds aforesaid, and which will modify
the said Acts of 1890 so far as may be necessary.

If I refer now to the petition of the Catho-
lic minority presented to the Governor Gen-
eral in Council on November 26th, 1892,
I again find the Acts with which we are



