
1618 Sztuppy-Canadian [CM

"One cannot fail to observe the general sim principal graiu-producing region of the interior,
larity between the Columbia aud Fraser which iay be es'imate:I at not less ilian
rivers, in their course, nature of obstruc- 200,000 acrez, capable of producing 300,00
tions, and source, as well as in the fact tons Of wheat per annum. Now it is a de-sert,
that both plow througli the Cascade Range owing t its inaccessibility, and the exorbitant
of mountains in their passage to the sea. rate of freight."
The upper waters of both are sluggislh aed Tius we find Ihat a conparatively small
well adaptel to qteamboat navigation. In sum ex>ended in im>rovin, the Fraserthe Colunmbia, the first serious obstacle occurs I .. 1 o
at the Cascades, where a railway five miles in Riveýr, above Lytton, would not only
length hs been built, to avoid rauids, con- eniable the farmers of Lilloet district, who
sidered incapable of in provement. Another are _:Jready large producers, to reach a
portage occurs forty miles above this point,
trom the Palles to Cilito, a distance of thirteeun
miles. A railvay has been built here. Froin River up to the Quesnelle would furnish
this point the river is navigable at ail stages of freight and becoie a feeder to the Railway.
waters to Wallula, a distance of 140 uiles. At Thus, froi Lytton, we bave a river run-
high water, ste amers ascend 160 miles further, nin 260 miles throu-h a territory, on
to the town of Lewiston. Large sums of -.
noney have been, and are et 11 being, expended each side of which there are graim-growing
in blasting and removing rocky obstructions lrnds. I know, fr>m my own observation,
from this river. Prior to the improvement of the area of good land is much grea, er than
the navigatio n of the river and the construction
of the tw o railways before mentioned, freight .lr ,
was carried froi Portland up to Wallula at it. 'lh report to the hon. the Minister
$100 per ton. There was no freight downwards, of Public Works, from which I have
as the rates were prohibitory, although the already quoted, cones much nearer doing
coauîtry was- adînirably adapted ler raisiecoutry was arates blyn aaptead foraig justice to the value of that section of
wheat. The rates now on upw,,ýard1 freighIt is...
$20 per ton, and on downward freight $ per British Colurnbia than those of casual
ton. The elTect of the improvement to naviga- travellers. Froin Savona's Ferry, the
tion is shown by the toîniage, <:hie0y wheat, northern terminus of the present contract,
shipped during the last three years we have a water stretch. We have navi-

1872 ................. 1,500 Tons. gatien up North Thompsen's iver, for
1873 ............... .... 6,200w
1874 .................. ,,0U 100 miles on each de et whib -e have

1874.............9600considerable tracts of land fit fer cultiva-
Lately I applied to the Oregon Steam
Navigation Company, and they have sent direction another 100 miles, where we
mue the following returrne, vhich brings bave nuther very good grain-grewing
the statement down to date section f ceuntiy, on each side of the

1875 ................. .10,600 Tons. South River. Quite a quantity of grain
1876 ....... ......... 18,700 " ea aIse be raised along tie valley of the
1877................. 30,000 " Spalumcheen, which stretches eut iii a
1878 ................ 29,500 "
1879 ................ 44,800 southerly direction twards Lake Okana-

1879.............. 448OOgan. Tbis valley is very low, scarcely
It will be noticed that the quantity of above the water-level.ef the lakes, between
freiglit offering has gradually increased -vhieîu it lies. A very few thousand dol-
since the improvements referred to have lars will suffice te clear eut that strear,
been made. Ilere we have a country ani enable steaniers of two feet draught
lying to the east of the Cascades fit for of water te reacl Lake Okanagan,

ithe produce of cereals, but the produceof thus epening up another seventy uiles i
which, up to 1872, could not be utilised the direction of the southeru boundarv.
on accounit of the difficulty of forwardingon acout e th dificuty f frwndin Thus we see that the location of this Rail-
it to the front. That is precisely the waygi-es us the advantage of epening up

position we occupy in British Columbia our country 260 miles in one direction,
to day. We have a grain-growing coun- 100 in another, and 100 in a third direc-
try to the east of the Cascades, and have tien. WV are tee uue in the habit, if 1
not, so far, been able to move one bushel may use the vulgar term, cf crysng
to the front, and there they have been stinking fish. I have Leard gentlenen
compelled to use foreign grain up to the on the cther side deery our country il
present. Tihe Report goes on to say t1meir ignorance and (
wi*th referenice to the imiprovemient ofc >cwiti .eee~et E irvretc what they mniglit rend in the varieus re-
the Fraser ports, nover gvsng us credit for wbat

"These improvements wculd open up the good dees exist in that country. Taking
MIR. BARNARD.

Pacific Ra'ilwayý7.(CO mMO, )N S. 1


