1958.  No. 31
12

(2) Governments may become parties to the Convention by—

(i) signature without reservation as to acceptance;

(ii) signature subject to acceptance followed by acceptance; or

(iii) acceptance.

(3) Acceptance shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument of
acceptance with the Bureau, which shall inform all Governments that have
already signed or accepted the Convention of each signature and deposit of an
acceptance and of the date of such signature or deposit.

ARTICLE XV

(1) The present Convention shall come into force twelve months after
the date on which not less than ten Governments have become parties to the
Convention, including five Governments of countries each with not less than
500,000 gross tons of tanker tonnage.

(2) (a) For each Government which signs the Convention without res-
ervation as to acceptance or accepts the Convention before the date on which
the Convention comes into force in accordance with paragraph (1) of this
Article it shall come into force on that date. For each Government which
accepts the Convention on or after that date, it shall come into force three
months after the date of the deposit of that Government’s acceptance.

(b) The Bureau shall, as soon as possible, inform all Governments
which have signed or accepted the Convention of the date on which it will come
into force.

ARTICLE XVI

(1) Upon the request of any Contracting Government a proposed amend-
ment of the present Convention shall be communicated by the Bureau to all
Contracting Governments for consideration.

(2) Any amendment communicated to Contracting Governments for con-
sideration under paragraph (1) of this Article shall be deemed to have been
accepted by all Contracting Governments and shall come into force on the
expiration of a period of six months after it has been so communicated, unless
any one of the Contracting Governments shall have made a declaration not less
than two months before the expiration of that period that it does not accept
the amendment.

(3) (a) A conference of Contracting Governments to consider amend-
ments of the Convention proposed by any Contracting Government shall be
convened by the Bureau upon the request of one-third of the Contracting
Governments.

(b) Every amendment adopted by such a conference by a two-thirds
majority vote of the Contracting Governments represented shall be com-
municated by the Bureau to all Contracting Governments for their acceptance-

(4) Any amendment communicated to Contracting Governments for their
acceptance under paragraph (3) of this Article shall come into force for all
Contracting Governments, except those which before it comes into force make
a declaration that they do not accept the amendment, twelve months after
the date on which the amendment is accepted by two-thirds of the Contracting
Governments. J

(5) Any declaration under this Article shall be made by a notification 12
writing to the Bureau which shall notify all Contracting Governments of the
receipt of the declaration.

(6) The Bureau shall inform all signatory and Contracting Grovernmell'l'cs
of any amendments which come into force under this Article, together wit
the date on which such amendments shall come into force.
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