
PREFACE 

In September 1991, the Third Review Conference of the Parties to the 

Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, and Stockpiling of 

Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on their Destruction decided to 

establish an Ad Hoc Group of Governmental Experts open to all States Parties to 

identify and examine potential verification measures from a scientific and technical 

standpoint. 

The mandate stated: 

"The  Group shall seek to identify measures which could determine: 

• 'Whether a State Party is developing, producing, stockpiling, acquiring or 

retaining microbial or other biological agents or toxins, of types and in 

quantities that have no justification for prophylactic, protective or peaceful 

purposes; 

• Whether a State Party is developing, producing, stockpiling, acquiring or 

retaining weapons, equipment or means of delivery designed to use such 

agents or toxins for hostile purposes or in armed conflict. 

"Such measures could be addre.ssed singly or in combination. Specifically, the Group shall 

 seek to evaluate potential verification measures, taking into account the broad range of 

types and quantities of microbial and other biological agents and toxins, whether 

naturally occurring or altered, which are capable of being used as means of warfare. 


