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CHARTER
0F THE ORGANIZATION 0F AMERICAN STATES

PART ONE

Chapter I

NATURE AND PURPOSES

Article 1

The Asierican States establish by this Charter the international
organisation that they have developed ta achieve an order of peace and
justice, ta proisate their solidarity, ta strengthen their collaboration,
and to defend their sovereignty, their territorial integrity, and their
independence. Within the United Nations, the Organisation of American
States ie a regional agency.

The Organisation of American States has no pavera other than those
expresuly conferred upan it by this Charter, none of vhose provisions
authorits it ta intervene in matters that are withîn the internai
juriadiction of the iÇember States.

Article 2

The Organisation of Ainerican States, in order ta put into practice
the principles on which it is founded and to fulfill its regional
obligations under the Charter of the United nations, proclaime the
foilowing essential purposes:

a) To strengthen the peace and security of the continent;

b) To promote and cansolidate representative democracy, vith due

respect for the principle of nonintervention;

c> To prevent passible causes of difficulties and to ensure the
pacifie settiement of disputes that may arise among the Member
States;

d) To provide for cowunon action on the part of those States in the
event of sggression;

e) To seek the solution of political, juridical, and econamie
problems that may arise among them;

f) To proinote, by coaperative action, their economic, social, and
cultural developtacut; and

g) To achieve an effective limitation of conventional veapons that
wiii oake it possible ta devote the largest amount of resources
ta the economic and social development of the Member States.


