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(Mr. Vejvoda, Czechoslovakia)

reduced. It is a delicate pProcess which should be further pursued in a calm,
businesslike manner. wWe are confident that by the end of this Year's session
the remaining differences will have been narrowed down sufficiently in order

to permit us to formulate what, for the purposes of the convention, could be

considered as essentially common positions also on articles VI and X,

articles. Verification will be extensive, covering a large number of
activities right from the entry into force of the convention, through the
destruction of CW stocks and facilities for their production, as well as with
a view to permanent assurance that the convention is fully complied with in
the future. Such a wide verification system is a sort of acknowledgement that

ambition to try to cover the whole road which substances have to travel before
they become chemical weapons. Everyone would apparently agree that the first
step to create a toxic substance is a synthesis. The only places where this
may happen are laboratories. Let us recall that such first category
substances as tabun, sarin or soman were also the results of laboratory
research. We therefore support the idea that this first step in the creation
of chemical weapons should be recognized and dealt with by the convention.
It would be futile to try to control regularly all existing laboratories, but
it would be a grave mistake to ignore that new Supertoxic lethal chemicals of
category I may permanently be synthesized in the laboratories, whether
deliberately or by coincidence. The number of relevant laboratories is
relatively limited in each country and their declaration, with a possibility
of inspection on challenge, should not represent an extraordinarily heavy
burden. Smooth application of such procedures could create the necessary
confidence and would represent a kind of introduction to the effective
verification of non-production of chemical weapons in the civilian chemical
industry.



