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A f îsheries. "f irst" for Canadian expertise in the Philippines

Canadian expertise and sex hormones
from Pacific salmon have helped scientists
of the aquaculture departmient of the
Southeast Asian Fisheries DeveloPneflt
Centre (SEAFDEC) make a significant
breakthrough, in their milkfish research
prograrn set up less than three years ago .

It is now demonstrated as feasible to
breed mulkfish, Chanos chanos, in cap-
tivity. When the bree ding systemn is stan-
dardized it should, be possible to use it

on a vast scale, particularly as the infra-

structure for rearing hîterally billions of

fish already exists.
...Today the milkfish provides up to

half the protein intake of some 200

Million people, and is an important food
for about twice that number; but the sea
fishery for milkfish is very small and al-
Most ail fish are cultured. The life-cycle
Of the milkfish is stJIl as much a mystery
as was the salmon's a century ago.

by the Canadian Governinent, added

$826,000 to the $2.2 million set aside

for the prograrn by SEAFDEC. The IDRC

grant was to cover equipmeflt and sup-

plies for the new facilities then being set

up on Panay Island in the Philippines, as

well as sea-going equipmxent, floatmng en-

closures , short-terml training of Filipino

scientists, the salaries of two foreign ex-

perts and four consultants.
Independent of this and, arguably, no

less important are two fruits, so, to speak,

of Canadian research into sainion - a che-

mical called 2-phenoxyettIanol and gona-

dotropin, the hormonal extract of the

pituitary. The former was developed to

treait fugus diseases in sahnon. The latter,

an extract froni the pituitary glands of

spawfllng salmon, has proved capable
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