
THIE CRURCH'S AIES

Jiianoe would lead, inevitably, Wo unity, Wo rml onenese,
vho may doubt?

So far, we have deait only with the external foes of
1ristianity. It may be well, however, before concluding,
o say something regarding ita secret enemies, sinoe, in this
ase also, they are no lese the foes of ail truc Christianity
han they are of the Church. The conflict, here, to put
L in as few words as possible, rages round the authenticity
nd divine authority of the Written Word of Cod, eveni
a the open confliet rages round the Person and Divinity
f the Living, Incarnate Word, Cod made Man.

N.ow, if there is one cliaracteristic which, more than
ny other, is supposed to differentiate Protestant ism [rom
Waholicism, it la the attitude ascribed to each towards the
foly Seriptures. Protestantisma eaims, and la popularly
eld Wo be, the "9religion of the Bible ", Catliolicism,
tic religion of tradition and of human authority. 1
iy disuppo8ed ", deliberately, for, as there i8 abundant
videnoe Wo shew, the Church of the Fathers, of the Sehool-
ien, and of the iddle Ages, was, emphatically, the Church
f the Bible. On lier liturgy, lier theology, lier hyumology,
ai ler whole iterature, the Latin Bible, according to the
ritness of a non-Catholic seholar, Dr. Maitland, in his " Dark
4;ffl," lias left an impress only to be compared with that
iade by the Engliel Bible on Englisli-speaking Protestantismn.
ideed, if the comparison halts, in any measure, it is
ecause the impress la deeper, and more evident Wo those
,ho know liow to find it, in the former case than in the
m~ter. There is a sense, in which it la as literally true
> say that the Western, or Latin Church is as truly the
'ork of the Vulgate as it i8 Wo say that Anglicaniom

the work of the Book of (Jommon Prayer; such
,ork meaning, of course, the formation and nourlaliment

a distinct type of spiritual life and character. More,
is no tees truc tliat Wo those unfamiliar with the

braseology of the Vulgate-Wt refer, once again, Wo Dr.
[aitland,-the Churcli's language, whether devotional or


