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FIRE PROTECTION AND PREVENTION.

A very interesting report on fire protection is presented
in the transactions of the American Society of Municipal
Improvements by Mr. Alcide Chausse, formerly City Archi-
tect and Superintendent of Buildings for Montreal. Mr.
Chausse is chairman of a special committee of the Society
to enquire into Fire Protection and Prevention and the
following excerpts taken from his report should be par-
ticularly helpful at this time of economy, when every dol-
lar that can should be saved by proper fire protection and
prevention.

“The National Fire Protection Association, assembled in
Washington for its twenty-first annual meeting, in May,
1917, called attention to the new and unusual hazards to
life and property created throughout America by the world
war, which demand the utmost vigilance and initiative not
only from those in authority, but from the private citizen
as well. Every individual should consider himself a fire
warden of the nation at this critical time and should
equip himself to serve his country by safeguarding to the
extent of his intelligence and ability every form of natural
and created resource. The elimination of waste, at all
times the duty of good citizenship, is at this moment our
profoundest public and private responsibility.

Tn its warfare against the needless sacrifice of hnmen
lives and property by fire the Association advocated the
following measures:

1. The adoption by municipalities of the Standard Build-
ing Code of the National Board of Fire Underwriters to
the end that fire-resistive building construction may be
encouraged. the use of inflammable roof coverings pro-
hibited. adequate exit facilities from buildings assured,
and interiors so designed and fire-stopped as to make easy
the evtinguishmetn of fires therein.

2. The adoption Hy all states of minimum building
requirements for the protection of state and county hos-
pitals, asylums and similar institutions outside city limits
and of small communities in which the establishment and
enforcement of a building code is impracticable.
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3. The enactment by each state of the fire marshal law
advocated by the Fire Marshals’ Association of North
America to the end that official investigation may be made
of the eauses of all firés, preventable fires may be elimin-
ated by public education, and the crime of: arson stamp-
ed out. :

4. The adoption of the Association’s su et
providing for the systematic inspection o%gallsiilgsgig:n;;
city fire ‘marshals or local firemen, to insure the vigorous
enforcement of rules for cleanliness, good housek:eepl‘nv
and the maintenance of safe and unobstructed exits, fir .
fighting apparatus and other protective devices. : 2

5. The enactment of ordinances similar to ¢t
lanid, Ohio, fixing the eost of ex”e’ingui'shin;hagrgfregl:‘g;
fires upon citizens disregarding fire prevention orders, and
a more general legal recognition of the common. law :prin-
ciple of personal liability for damage resulting from fir;
due to carelessness or neglect. o

6. The wider general use of the automatic st i
fire-extinguishing agent and life saver a.miic t;irix?,?: ‘a,: 3%
eral adoption of the fire division-wall ag -anim e
live-saving exit-facility. D
' 7. A careful study of the technical s
made by the engineers of the Committseuewszsw?: °g,’.e’
vention of the National Board of Fire Underwr‘ftere v
ering the items of water supplies, their adequac il
liability, fire department efficiency, fire alarm svévt e e
conflagration hazards, and@ of the possibility of cems ‘&nd
tion among neighboring cities through metal id AHA s
standardization of hose couplings. g b B

8. The adoption of the Assoeiation’s g
ordinances for state and municipal remﬂ:gizss)efdt},aevﬁ;gd

ortation, st j - s
Exmnswe.s storage and use of inflammaple liquids and

9. The universal adoption’ and use
and‘ legislation prohibiting smoking i?f ;};e pzﬂ;f;t;ty ;natch
tories, industrial and mercantile bufldings exoept 10 fac-
fireproof rooms as may be especially approveéd 58 ho
purpose by fire departments. for the

10. The éducation of ¢hildren and the mik
careful habits reaarding the use of fir:. i sy n

11. The co-é6rdination of all these ae :
central administrative officer or 'bodvtizi;ief};ethftozgh .
citv having primary furisdiction, for the purpmes s%e‘ 4
moting uniformity 6f action and éffictent co-ﬁb;rﬁr:i i

In the furtherance of these ohiects the ‘Assoatniin |
pealed for the co-operation of all eitizens, u.agk@g" <
to help in the dissemination of its valuable Titammpy e "
in the use of the standards of fire protection go ,."m i
worked out by it committees to the end that the "f;ref““'v
substanee of our peopte shall not continue to be ai ?S ol
bVT: rs;ol;-’lesra and easilv proventable waste. i o

e followina resnlutions have been ad .
Marshal in Chief of the Fire Denaﬂm:n:n::ell':): ﬂ-w Ti

“Experience has taught us that carelessness a:;-f
ance are responsible for the origin of the majority 1'2'""".~
in cities. and that a large per cent of such ﬂrc:i - R
prevented. We hereby resolve to enforce to the(kl : L e
fire prevention laws, ordinances and regulationg, .ae;er o
edv conditions fn onr ¢lty by makifie framuent fnen o
of the business and manufacturing distriets, im"h‘;Iirffp‘cmms
residence district, whenever and Wherever pon;q'mIng S
insist Upon the removal of dll tibbish and 1ﬂﬂa;1:x'ab$‘ g
terial from the premises. We resolve 'frifther ¢ i
every preegution  for the prevention of fires, ﬁro:ectt?ke
of property and the safety of the publie, ren]lzlnel t‘hon
the responsibility rests upon our shoulders ag fire m i
and chief of the fire department. pAnal

f"I‘he average yearlv fire loss in thisg country,
nothing of the wages lost by the people thrown ouvt of
nlovment, the rents loss and the profits gone is ar T
$225,000.000. "The fire loss in the United State's a;nd'gl:r‘\d

1 the 6ther countries

to say

a‘,;iathevery vedr is greater than of al
0 e world combineéd. This surely is an encfm

on the people 6f this country, and I have corr?:(zm;gs -
clusion that. to a considerdble extetfit,’ T am’ responsibl (‘:(;'n_
this lo¢s. "Therefore. T heréby resolve that, in the’ ftii o
T_ will not ‘issue a fire instrance poliey 'to a perss lilxre'
Known' to me without first making an mVestiga't{onna 3
his charaecter and reputation. T will personally gee tha;tsﬁfo
ntonex_‘ty upon ‘Whic¢h' I igsue a policy is not dvér-mﬁm‘éde
as T reallze that many fires are set becduse of ‘ovepsin.
surance in an attempt to géll otit at'a price above ‘the vilue
of the property, and, in thig manner, défraud the Insttfance
company, when as.a matter 6f fact, in the’ end the honest

T

S —— T —



