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IlAnd the bees wilI no long-er contend for the possession of my lovel
rose," replied Cyrili ; and with an affectianate farewell lie took his leav
of the young man.

As Werner pass3ed in front of the porter's lodge- be caugbt a glimpse
a female formi wbîch. rose sudclenly froin the window and drew back int
the obscurity of the chaînier. Was that flot the forirn of Eurikleia l An
wby did she strive to bide lierseif from im? Much disquieted and pei
plexed in mind the youth returned to the dining hall. H1e almost repente
of having gîven the promise whichi the Abbot with his persuasive eloquenc
and patornal interest had so easily and, as he now said to himself, in a
ebullition of youtbful, inconsiderato weakness, succeeded in obhxinin
from him.

Vil.

THE shades of evoning had gatberod round the convent, and soion a dee
solernn silence prevailed ini the court-yards and cloisters. Nothing brok
the calm of the inountain solitude but the noisy revelry of the huntin,
party in their nigbt quarters in the dining hall. Lights wcre stili burnini
in the porter's lodge and thro-ughI the little windows the women could b
sec n actively engaged in making preparations for the, nîorrrîw. Provision
wcre being cooked, rice was being washed, and fowls plucked and miad
rcady for the spit, wbile the hot and steaming loaves, of xvhich Sebastianu
had ordered an extra number ta be baked, were ranged in rows and pilet
one upon the other on the dressers and tables, and a pleutiful supply oý
the light wine of the convent wvas stowcd away in stono jars or portly look
ing wine flasks. Old Kloantz t, with that cotved look upon bier face whicl
scems natural ta the Bulgarian peasant, lier lient figure and lier crawling gait,
lier wrinkled, sunburnt face and red, hileared eyes, looked, as she moved slovly
to and fro in the narrow littie room, like soine old witeli or sorceress of the
Danube legends. She mnuttered incolierent words to berseîf, as the, aged
are wont ta do, as sbe went up) and down occupied with lier household duties,
and the flickering, unstEady light cast bier sbadow on the whitewashîed wall
in weird and grotesque forrns. In cross and caîïkered tones site ceased
flot ta find fault witlî bier bustiing bandmaid, the Roumnanian Floriana, who
although no longer youn, was l'y na means withered or ill-looking, but
still bore traces of youtbful bcauty. Enrikîcia, xvho hiad recovered fromn
her swoon, and looked none the worse for bier miishap, beyond being a trille
pale, wbîch. rather added ta than dimiinished lier charmns, was busily helping,
lier hostess. But lier thoughits were far away. A tumuit of feelingY %vas
within bèr breast. She felt as if sho liad been living since yesterday in a
dreain. She was no0 langer the coiiragceous inaideri who, with a fearless
disregard of ail danger, biad bravely confronted the Turkish soldier and
done baffle for bier honour and bier freedom. She was no longer tbe saine
being since she, bad feit the kiss of the bandsoine young Fiank upon lier
lips and under the influence of uncontrollable einotion, had returned it.
She bad ta close bier eyes for very shamoe when slie thouglit of it, and at
times a vague terrer came over ber, and she treinbled, shý, who had ne 7cr
yet known fear, befare the sense of an ovorpowering danger whicli throat-
ened bier.

A passianiate, irresistibie outgoing of hier wbole nature bad drawn lier
towards Werner, sa soon as she found in this unknown the belper, the
protector she bad expected sa long, a man wbo, without thinking of bim-
self, bad bravely faced danger for bier, anc who, witb the knightly spirit of
another chime and of another agre, b;îd esponised the cause of a defenceless
maiden. She bad baped this from Ilia when she promised ta becomie bis
bride. She had pramised Ilia ta became bis under a condition, and this
condition Ilia, ini the joy and rupture of sucssfnl lave, bad unhesitatingly
agreed ta, and as scion as tbey were married tbey were ta depart froin this
land ta another beyand the Danube, a land in which no Turks dwoll. H1e
was ready ta promise this and much mare. Evorything which sbe asked
fram him. Goad Ilia 1 11e littie suspected the feelings lie excited in the
young girl's heurt wben, in besitating accents, and with ail tbe timidity of
the shrinking Bulgarian nature, lie explained ta bier that in this land
iay bis possessions, in this land ho inust live as bis fathers before hiîn had
done. In vain Eurikleia strove ta bring bim back ta otber and mare
manly resolutions. Every time that she bad braacbed the subject, hoe bad
suffered bis head ta sink upon bis breast, and an.swered ini a bialf-audible
voice that wbat was impossible, could nover becoîne passible and that
Eurikleia must yield to the inevîtable as be bimself hadl been comp&-lled to
do. Once again as they spoke together in tbo bouse af Popavich of the
dangers which threatened their love from the orders of the Pasha,
Eurikleia bail urged biîn ta become a Yuan, ta put an end ta these bîîmiliat-
ing and dishonouring terrars and ta fÎlee witb bier. And wben, even thon,
hie answered as hie biai donc bofore, thon ail the pent-up feeling's of bier
bcart burst their bonds and she broko forth against bicn in passionate and
scornful upbraidings. She tald biîn that tlîe mian whoq cauid nat or
would flot defencl bis betrothed bride azainst the insuits af a Tinrkish
gendarme was not wortby of bier. Tho nian.was a base cawarl wbo was
tiot ready ta leave everythirig, ta dare evorything, to save his betrotbed frein
such danirers. And thoni, ail, of a sudden, Werner had appeared and told
ber and [lia that lie would protect and defend them at W'îtotver risk ta
bimsclf. She bad reaclio( bim ber band and she stili fl,ýt the pressure
of bis kiss! Suclh an one sbould bie be, sa should boe thiak and act, ta
wbom Eurikleia was prepared ta givo bier heart for ever. And yet she
had seen Ilia stop up ta ber, pusb the stranger aside with angry gesture,
feit bim raise lier front the grourird ani board bim declare re.siolute"ly that
hoe wouid defend bier, and tbat Eurikleia was bis bride and 1bbonge1d ta him

~.alone. And thon a tbrill badl gane througli hier heart and the bload
coursed like liquid tire througi bier voins. Thon a voice scemîed ta say
reproaclifully to lier: "Thoubaàstrii.sj adged Ilia, thou hast treated liim badly.
For a stranger, an unkniow~n wlîa wiil, perbaps, betray and abandon thee

y ta manrrow, thou art willing and ready ta betray and abandon tby bride-
ýe groomn, the friend of tby youtb 1

Sncbi was tbe carrent of bier thoughts this evening as she busied ber-
if self along with Kloantza and Flariana about the proparatians of to-morrow.
o0 She listened ini silence ta the easy chatter of the Roumanian, and the sangs
d whiclî, fromn time ta time she sang at the full pitch of bier clear and ringing,

voico, neither did she heod the sly allusions whicb. Floriana, womanlike,
d failed not ta mako ta the peculiar circumstances of bier arrivai at the
e inonastery, tho persecutions of the Pasha, and bier toa evident inclination
nl for the bandsome young stranger.
g It was growving late when the door turned upon its creaking binges and

aid Sebastianus entered.
IlWiit thou nover bave donc singing? " bie called in cross, bullying

tones ta the Wailachian wbile bie piisbed the heavy woaden boit into its
P place. IlDost thon knaw that evoning bell bas rang i One would tbinke that tbou wast trying ta attract suitors ta thy window witb that
g stupid singing of thine. Outside tberc, the faalish Buigarian bridegroom

is sitting an the stones. A prctty fellaw, truly. I wish the girl joy wbo
Olets Ilia Michalovitch iead bier home as a wife. Hie is broading over the

c ourage whici hoe lacks. They arc dogs, these Micbalavitcbs. Cowardice
Orans in their blood. My father could bave toid somoithing about that, if
sthoy liad not shot him dead, like sa many assassins, bidden bebind a hedgc.
1IL is there that these people are courageaus. Came now," lio raarcd,

turning ta old Kloantza, "lwbat art thon stili doing bore? Give me a glass
of arrack and thon got ta bcd. Thou wiit bave ta bo a-foot ta-morrow before
sunrise." And as ho slowly sipped bis arrack hoe related baw be had gat
everything ready for ta-marrow's bunt : the peasants bad boon directed ta
take post behind the convent, and thon, sproading tbemseives ont in a wide
bal f-circle, drive the game tawards the maunitains, and each bunter bad
bis place assignced bin.

"And whoerc bave youi statianed the bandsome y oung stranger, the
frienmd of the GIreek ? " asked Floriana curiosyadfmnnladwt
roguisb. twinkle in ber eyes at the same tioulmne fmnnl, n.d

IlWhy, dost thon want ta inake up ta bim, Floriana '"said the aid
inan, as hoe pinched ber cheek with a clumsy attempt at gallantry. "l1le
is placed at the very end of the lino of hunters, at the corner just ap thcre
an the big rock yonder. If thau wilt speak witb bim, Flariana, thon wilt
find bim thore, if the little Greek there, who is looking sa sharply at mie,
does not scratch thîne eyes out for thee."

And, sa saying, hoe made a pretence of passing bis arm round Eurikleia'O
waist. But the Grck evaded bis embraco, and Jaughing, and chatteri1g
good humouredly ho disappeared along with Kloantza in the raom bebifid,
whilst Flariana saught bier bed in the garrot upstairs, and Eurikleia lay
clown ta rest upon the coverlet spread for hier upon the floor. After a
short quarter of an bour aIl was still in the parter's lodge; nothing, but Ùh8
lieavy breathing of the sicepers broke the silence af the night. Thoni
Eurikleia rose quietly fram bier couch, pushcd back the boit softly and
stepped forth into the open air. A dark fermi rase from the pile of stoneS
ling in front of Sobastianus' doar. IlIlia" wbispered Eurikîcia.

"I was waitîng for tbec," a'nswered the Bulgarian, and bis vOiCO
was strangoly firm and resolute in the calm, quiet night.

"Poor Ilia I was soeking for tbec. I bad ta speak witb tbe.Bt
wbat art tbou doing bore with a gan in thine band?"

"Ai I not thy bridegroom, Eurikleiaî 1 am bore ta guard this
thrcshol J."

1I did tbee injustice, Ilia. Thon hast bath courage and strength, Wilt
tbou pardon me?"n

With a quick and vigaraus arrn Ilia drew bis bride towards bimad
pressod lier ta bis breast.

I amn ready," lie saîd in a resalute tone, Ilwilt thon fiee witb me?
With a baif suppressed cry of jay Enrikleia broke from bis caibr8ce,

Now?, Immediately? " maue"lNo ;" answtered Ilia slowly and speakîng in a grave and meanrdtone of voice, "flot immediately, not to-nighit, but ta-morraw," ':ndbis band grasped tightly the gun, a long double-barrel. "Il1 arnO11
ta bunt, like the others. My friend, Stofanas, wba lives yondcr behimn
the monastery, bias lent me bis gun. I must also shoot so0 neth"lg'
Eurikleia, sa that wo may ho abile ta live far the first few days Over
yonder, in the big c ity beyond the Danube, for as a poar man Ilia goe'
forth witli Eurikleia." 

hHo broke off' suddenly, ani leading, Enrikleia hack ta the doar weadded. IlWe have na titne, Euriklialbut to-mnorrow after the liant We
wîll leave."

"But the Tnrk ? " Ilia mnade nlo rcply.
"But Demir Keran ? " 1.
Ilia was silent a moment, then hoe sqaeezed bier band in token Of fre'

well, and said in a low tone :
"lLot me care for that. Demnir Keran will allaw it. Ta.morrow we

leave this land. Good night! "îye
Hie lingored as if irresolute apa the last stop. is fingers still P.o

about the barrels of the gun. Thîti iooking steadily into the eyes 0fhm
bride : II Enriklia," continued bie, " Enrikleia, dream of no other t41
huit hiai wba ta-marraw shall lead tbee .away as bis bride." h

Again hoe broke off. Once mare bis fingers caressed the gunl, dadded sowly, averting bis face from EnrikîciaIlIt isadauble-barrel wbich Stefanas lias lent me." bIHie gently pushed the Grcek within the bouse, listened until the bl
was tbra st imita itS place, and thon sat down again apon the beap Of t 65

the gun betweeîî bis kucs.

(To be cont-inted.)
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