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This Ceflhlnnplace must be reiterated time
arid again, for it is ever in danger of being
ignýred by a multitude prone te mistake
e5PP6arance for reality. For the excellence
of a pem or of any work of art, does not
lie snubject but in tre-a1ment. The most

COOMflnplace and lowly things in life and
n'ature are as much the materials ol art as
thirige COfventionally sublime. The treat-
luent, As I have said, is everything, and we
8beuld as vainîy attenlpt ta extract sun-
beaU18 frein turuips as a great work of art
frUIn an essentially prosaic mind. The lat-
trf We t turns te art generally shelters

t'ln Iteideal' and ' the grand.' But, as
the POaver of execution is in exact propar.

tO"c ta the power of intellect, the treatment

'Il aWord, the painter wbo paints notbing
Beraphs, or mountains, may be a daub;

tePaioter of guttersoipes and dunghills
t Oyhave genius and paint them divinely.

So rare indeed is the poetic faculty that al
natie0 8, evenl in their primitive state, bave
given it the place of honour ; and, in the

fire confliit cf present-day civili.-dion
'%'d attainulent it is more and more laoked

UPuas a pervasive spirit which blends with
'uls 8 ner cansciousness, and, like the

baty Of external nature, weans hum from

Iloef. It is nt surprising, therefore,
tliat Canada should yearn for a literature
WorthY Of the naine, anil should cast eag-er
glances upon the nascent generation ta scan,
il Possible, a I rising star,' or ta recognize

"O"cfan seer, or high priest iri the

'vtl hofe art or letters. And new, being
athmsand ini aur own cauntry, J may

""Y st the outset that the word 'paet' is

,téuc Iflisused bath in Canada and the
t.ltd States Tbe titie is nat reserved

buY for th, possessor of the paetic faenu1ty.

People of poetic feeling; upon cock-sure
rit108, mlale and fe'male, Who make

Geinlexcursion3 ino the demain af
oroSs and despite the creaking of their

audi Pullies decaive themselves ; upon
'Ctltivated men and women, Who, by

thsrfinish and finesse, and by their re-rurkable cleverness in bandliog paetic

%e' dec*ive others. The produbtions
tele b flow f rom such source are lauded as
tefruits af culture, whicb, it 18 assumed,

iCOvers faculty ehra.,and, no doubt, thbe oe

dilett, igad honestlaor j ust as the
a. astrained and startling use of

the Ctla ié vidence of a severe study of
large.îooary. Jo this way the pa3t's

la~ 1 legion, and one ceases ta wander
tbt everal magazines on tbis c)ntinent

%re devoted entirely ta 1 otyBut in

cf srahn tbi and although poetic feeling
thPedn wth the spread of education
i8oghu the land, yet the poetic.facity
pra as lever, and is indeed te all ap-
*u '.ace tbreatened witlj extinction. Bear-9 Ir, i
butth nInd, then, that it is nat the feeling

of e fslulty he is tbe formative spirit

8 Poetry, it becomes a question for cansid-
%ou Wetberany Canadian author pas-
thrlor b as ever passessed it, and,

ýa4 e , Whether there is sncb a thing as

Sidli'au~ literature at al. We have had,
tllhave, msny excellent people in

d ha hlave given a portion of their
ieen4 t literature ; people 'of taste and ri-

tu 't aud of affoctianilte disposition.
touender susceptibilities, a gentle spirit,
1yr4"n1l1'0 with nature, a lave of fiowers,
ltilpt4Y With the lower animals, with suf-
%tit g a"14 With sorrow, though they con-

al flue nature, do net constitute a
Soluething more ils required;

that mysteriaus sornething wbich distin-
guishes hlm from bis affectienate versifying
kind, wbicb differentiates him l'rem the
cultivated and literary berd. Poe possessed
it, uni is immartal. Longfellow and Wbit-
tier, thou,,b the beatitudes were theirs, in
spite of their corks and cinvas, will sink
into the waters of oblîvion. Viewed fram
this standpi3nt, if askel whetber tbere is
such a thing as Canadian poetry, but for a
few exceptians, in aIl banesty, I should b-,
forced ta say ne!1 But it dees net fellow
that there has not been written a great
deal of admirable verse in Canada,
verse wbich bAis clone its duty, which bas
cbeered many a beart, quickened many
a pulse, and raused genereus eme-
tiens. Metrical prose it may be-some-
times musical, sametimes sonareus, and
always the echo of saime stronger voice-
yet it ils well put together, and it serves.
To single eut individiials fram the groups
of sncb Canadian writers, past and present,
would tend ta ne goad purposf, since, witb
few exceptions, a higb standard of excel-
lence bas been attained, and a style so free
from individuality that one autbor migbt
sign the productions of atiotber'8 witbant
fear of detection. Work cf tbis kind bas
its billet in buman hearts else it wonld not
be bougbt and read. But it is net paetry,
ne matter bow urtistic its ferre or bow
musical its utterance. Jndeed form and
worj-music are the hall marks of sucb com-
positions, tbe brands by wbicb tbey are
known at tbeîr best.

I b ave spoken of exceptions, and it is
well for Canadian lit'ýrature that there are
e~xceptions. Tbere are differences in degree,
of course, in tbe paetic facnlty, but there
can be ne gainsaying the assertion that
Canaia bas been, and is to-day, the home of
more tban one man of genius. Who cao
dispute its possession, net ta speak of others,
by 1-eavysege amongst the dead, or by
Roberts amongst the living ? Differences
may mur tbe werk of the first-crudity,
harshness, lack of form, lack of learning-
but the indefinable srnetlLing is there, and
it would be strangle indeed if bis namne
sbould perish. Witb regard ta the other
palet, it is diffiiult ta speak of a living man
as one weuld wish. Te Mr. Roberts the
first place in lyrical poetry must, 1 think,
be unesitatingly assigned. It is net by
bis classical imitations that lie bas put bim-
self forward as a candidate for the fore-
most place, but rather by bis later work,
and particnlarly by bis magnificent C-anad-
ian lyries, whicb cemmunicate tbe fi ti of
bis geoîu-s ta aur own imagination, and yet
bear evidence of that severe restraint wbich
la one of the trnest tests of poetic power.
Jo the best of bis Canadian pieces, Mr.
Roberts' meaning bas, 1 think, been curi-
onsly misapprebended by divers journalists
wbo make frequent reference te the poom
wben treating, editorially of our Canadian
future. The independeoce which Mr. Rab-
erts advocates is net, 1 bave reason te tbink,
a severance of the tie wbich binas us, bow-
lever lightly, to Great Britain, and the cen-
sequent establishing of a Canadian Rnpnb-
lie, but that independence of tbougbt and
feeling wbich becemes a nation-that eman-
cipatien (rom dwarfiog conceptions wbicb
bave been aur stumbling-blocks, and whicb
bave blinded us te aur true destiny as a
patent and c.>-ordinate factor in a great
Empire. His idea le in fact the ides, of the
'Canada Firat' Party as propaunded near-
]y tbirty years ago by Fauter and hie fol.
lowers ln their notable revoit from an arid
and barren provincialism. With the dig.

nity of nationbood opening hefora tbem,
the theughtful Canadians of that day could
no langer endure the 'hated breatb and
whispering hnmbleness' of a moribund
regime. They bad tee mucb spring, too
much energy te tolerate its narrow bonnds,
and, quickened by a noble imagination,
Mr. Roberts gives inspired expression ta
ideas wbich have net yet triumpbed, but
wbich are slowly lifting up the public mind
te a peint of view at 00.-e Imperial, gener-
eus and 10f ty. Tbis is a. very different
thing f rom the reckless humer of the Separ.
atist Who, in quoting Mr. Roberts, adberes
te the letter, and ignares tbe spirit of bis
verse. Tbis provincialism bas indeed
weigbed with beavy baud upon the literary
life of Canaia, and weighs upon it stili,
theugb witb a more and more relaxing
grasp. The Canadian administrater, in di--
rect antagenism ta the traditions and cus-
tom of every other civilized nation, still
looks askance at men of letters as danger-
eus candidates for civil bifice ; and, se long
a3 provincialism is the popular ideal io Cao-
adian politics, so long will sucb inferior
men bear sway, and reserve exclusivcly for
their ewn kind those public places a due
share of wbich is the rigbt of men and
woxnen wbe deserve well of their country
eitber by reason of their literary promise,
or as tbe reward of indisputble and merit-
ariens service. There are murked evidences
that a new era is dawning upon aur beleved
Canada, an era in wbicb the impulses be-
gat of the nichly endowed imagination of
our orators and poets will be transferred ta
public cooduot; an era in whicb the bats
and vampires of previncialism shahl have
become tbings of tbe past, or be remember-
ed anly witb astonishment and shame."

C. MAIIR.
Kelowna, B.C.

1 have been asked ta "lsay somethiog an
French paetry and prose in Canada.'

llew ceuld 1 treat in a short letter-of a
subject wbich of late bas attained ta con-
siderable dimensions-a subjeet of aspectsý
varied and, J venture te say, extremely ln-
teresting ! Sbould you desire my opinion
as ta those among my literary compatriots
wbo bold the bighest place, by the atticism
of their style, and loftiness of their senti-
ments, Francois Xavier Garneau (1809-66)
the bistorian, in my opinion, ie facile
princeps and Etienne Parent, tbe essayilt,
cernes next. J bave profeund admiration
for thut pundit, Abbé Paillon, who recent-
ly expired in France af ter a long residence
in Mantreal ; bis bistory of the French
colony i@ a grand monument of scientiflo re-
search ; unfortunately, out of the ten quarto
volumes three anly bave yet been issued.
Suite, Casgrain,BiLaud Ferlaod rank bigh as
bistorians. This subject J treated, in 1882,.
in présence af aur iRoyal Society at Ottawa.
French Canada claims same distinguished
scientists :Abbes Begin, Ilamel, Lflamme,
Chevalier Baillarge. La Nouvelle France,
is rich in palets, novelists, chroniqueurs.
Cremazie and Frechette are stars of tbe'
tiret magnitude an our Parnassus. Chau-
veau, LiMjay, Lenoir, Chapman, SuIte, Le
Gendre radiate as a brilliant constellation,
under the divine affi ttus of Pà o_,us Apollo.

Space precludes m'y entering ino the
specifie merits of aur successfnl novelists
Martbetti, Faucher de Saint Maurice, Lesa-
perance. For pleasant glimpses of the bu~i-
ding career of some of aur litteraieura 1
may refer you ta a chapter in paint, pp.
49-66 of Picture8que Quebec, on the occa-
slon af a public banquet given to aur haur-
eate, L. H. Frechette.
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