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THE 13RIT0N'S LAND. Ki

[A Lay of Imperial Unity.] of

jTla fOllOwing patriotie uines ware contributed by NIr. ti
Johl' Danistoun Wood, of Melbourne, Australia, for 'l

"l'Y'ars a Counillor of the Royal Colonial InstitteLE
and were Publisbed in the opening number of the " Joura

tf he Royal Colonial Institute," by speciai directioi i ofthe ti

Shouîd German, Ruas, or Frank dermand g
WhAt country is the Briton's land, ge

A o"0vanglorious boast would 1Iab
Tthat enquiry thus reply:-P

"'a i' the lani where the north breeze hE
B10'ee foain across tbe Orcades ;
Wbare Donega's rock-wall fings back f
The foiled Atlantio's tierce attack ; i
Wbare Dover with its cijfs of snow b
serlenely views bis ancient foe ; cc
Wh'reCalpe's (a) warders bold tbe keyw

Tat 8huts and opes the Inland Sea ;tl
Where lies the Isle (b) which ruonk knights bold r

Wbare e Moslem held of aid ; r
W lestands the Cape, (c) by tempests beat, h

RLound which Da Gama steerad his fleet;C
Whare biliows from the Antarctic pole h
49aillst Cape Piiiar's (d) basait rolli
"her rz Austraiia's myriad flocks
'4"d shine ber golden sands and rocks;

Wberae the twin summits of Mount Cook (e)
The England of the South oeriook
Wbesre lies Ceyian 'Mid pearly seas

Wih ari*leaves rustling in tbe breeze a
TherMaceo ilsydaspes, (f) whicb of yore

The èacednian's gaiieys bore;
Whaer n nid Humalayan snows,

È niarbia mosques (g) the Jumna flows;t
WVbara by the Jrrawadi's streant (h)
111heard the eiephant's sbrili sereamU
Where summer isies (i) lie in the seas s

Whar aslionhe golden Chersanese;c

snd Kong witb ship-crowded 1bay
Ware at tie gateway of Cathay;pn,

plie teep aboya Coiumbia's minest

Tie w n te ciiffs with thund'rous roar
ave8 of the Saint Lawrence pour;t

Taere fishers by Newfaundîand reapc
Theflnny barvest of the deep -i

W'eOn the Caribbean Islas,'
BIrt xvith Palais, tbe ocean aniiesc

ahre Demerara's fertile plains
'ut in wealthoaf sugar-canes.

""atic shores, in tropic seas,The rtons banner courts tbe breeza;
.nahte Paim-tree and tbeaa

a 8Peaks the tangue t bat Shakespeare spokie
IL ah h Southern Cross and Bear

Ti'5 hildren lisp the self-same prayer;

11Pon bis land n'er sets the sun,
b ary"8t tafi is nev er dane;
80on as1Eni and's veiied in night

ew Zeaand ails tbe eastern igbt
Qr ~iceerg bick Canadian sa
trriIn',nt tb' Antipodes ;

aebOur bisparts througbout tbe warld
')Iîd h' ves3sels' sails unfuried,
nea the rattie, as descends

Th anchor when the voyage ends.

Till no We are, andsbal ramain
A hns s hall cease ta wax and wanc,SU4red landii together strung

ke6 6 bis strong cord-one Crawn, ana Tangue.
0

turfe, sept. 2,1890.
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44 a rps rattiasnake ever sean in Geargia was killed
of %4%y in ae County upon the plantation of Secretary
phil Qenal Phil Cook. The news cames througb

z8d thr.,a son of the Generai. The snake bas

14 heRin ,gh9bourhood for years, and its death was
te' tav S*-n a Jubilea celebration amongst the darkies

ý1B ~cint Ee bewicpople joined in the
r ~0 eIg f relief that so dangerous and dreaded a

,,iasnt rid of at ast. The snake, by actuai

Watlas a littie over eleven feet long. It had
44) tties& and a button. The snake as been unted

n th4 ý t h a cient naine of the Rock of G ibraltar.
t Intuy f t. John hravely held Malta against the Turks

v cat d
of de Gauawas the fir8t European to sail ta India round

(e) 4 oDe il ,.PfrnrycaidteCp fSois
klt C let a ~the Suth-eatern extreinity of Tasmnania.

oak, the highest mounitain in New Zealand, rises in

At e Great launched hie ioitilla on the Hyda&pes, now

Su"d eh
Iýhn 'e A.5 ,0

1 u1nna the wiid elephalts niay be heard trumnpeting88 t'e Irrawadi,411g sing.p
0

THE WEEK.

r years, and traps innumerable have been devised for bis

apture. I-is den is in an itupenatrable section of the

închafoonea swamp. Near tbis is a cypress pond, and

ýtween the swamps and the pond is the road. Hundreds

dtintes bis track bas bean seen across thîs road. People

,at have not sean it were loath ta believe the stories told

Lout it; but the trutb finally becama astablished and the

Lee County rattlesnake becama fanions front the Atlantic

ýthe Pacific. Every year the story is reprinted, with

mely variations, ta go tbe round of the press. The

iake bas swallowed young pigs, chickens, rabbits and

)thar amali animais, and was dreaded by the negroas like a

,hast. Lt was difficuit ta induce thexu ta traval the road

etween the pond and tbe swamp at nigbt. Saturday tbe

inaka was found across the patb near th-, pond, by Mr.

Phbu Cook. Witbout disturbing it Mr. Cook want off for

.elp, returning witb tbrae or four negroas armed with

hOas and clubs. Staaling up near the snake the negroas

fe upon it witb tbe boas and clubs and inally killad it.

.t was cut open, and in its beily was found a fulil grawn

>uck rabbit. This probabiy accounts for the dormant and

comparatîvely balplcss condition of tae saka and the casa

w'ith whicbhah was daspatcbad. The snaka was than

thrown acrass thE shoulders of ane of the nagroas and catr-

ried ta the bouse. Tbough tha negro was a stalwart,
nuscular man, be staggerad under the ioad. Lt was

heavier, be daciared, tban a sack of guano. General Phil

Cook says it was the largast rattlasnake ha ever saw or

heard of. At any rate, tbis is the and of tha fanions Lac

County nionstr.-Atlanta (Constitution.

AurIORs' BLUNDEIRS.

APART froni natural abJects of any description, whac
an abyss of blunders do thb& exacting ruies of granmar
plunge us into. "lNeithar " and "lnor," for instance.

FLow absolutely uncontrollable sanie parts ind these littie

words, and what a tirasomne trick thay have of taking upon
Ibaniselves pluralizing properties ta which thpy bava no

rigbt. Continualiy we hear Ilthat naither Ida nar Geraid

were able ta speak for saute minutes." Weli, than, we

suppose bath of theru was sulent. One needs ta came ta

close quarters witb these Wiil-o'-tbe-wispisb parts of

speech. They are ahniost as terrible ta deal with as those
perpiexing verbs ta Il lay " and ta Illie." Over thesa,
authors, otberwisa irreproachable, f requently trip, wbile
the great hast of minor writars appear to give up wrest-
iing with thant, for wa get a haroina who bad "llaid " on

the sofa an baur; and a haro who "llias " bis tired bead
or another who crias out, Il]et that giove lay, sir," in

neanly every book we open. As for past participles and

past tanses, we give up noticing their littie vagaries, s0

constant is the streani of characters who Ilrung for thair

maid, and drunk the watar bastily after baving sang the
sang-." And sa forth! But one of the commonest
stumbiing-biacks in fiction is that much-courtad and f right-
f ully mîsmanaged orb, the moon. Considering baw useful
this iuminary is for love scenas, meditations, nîurders, etc.,
the way in whicb people wbo introduca it persist in ignor-
ing its naturai movements is reaily most ungrateful. Thus
wa ara frequentiy confronted with I"day-oid silver crescent
moons, bigb up in the clear heavens "-wbe2n i Wby, as
soon as the sun bas seti New moons are continuali3
ri8ing in the west, wbile full moons get solemnly up ai
mndnight. More than once tbey have preferred to do thus
in the north, but in for ana accentricity they think par.

ha ps tbay niay as weiI be in for another. As for waning
mouns they get up as the sun goas down, and wander
about, north, south, east, and west, just as the situation
requires theni. For tbe batter contrai of poor siandered
Luna, may we suggest a belping band in that sbining ligbt
of every famiy booksef-" Wbitaker ' Anothai
meteorological snare is the rainbow. Far less fraquent
in fiction than tbe moan, stihi, when it does get tbere it

ought ta be propariy piaced. \Vbat was tbat lady tbink
ing of, wbo, baving put ber beroine in a cburch towardi
the close of a sbowery day, made ber gaze ont of a windom
in a western (!) apse, Iland behold in the heavens befor(
ber a brilliant niany.hned bow? " Very few minutaý
later we bear the buildiag vas in total darkness, at wbic]
we are not snrprised. After acbiaving that phenomens
effort in the west, Nature must bava wanted repose
Sport of ail kinds is dangerous ground for the nninitiated
Even tennis ie fuil of traps. No young man should say t(
bis pratty pantner, "lA lave set than Mta us," wben thel
opponents bave scorad in haîf the gantes. Nor is i
realiy practicahie to play tennis, as a vettaran writer latalj
made ber young people do, "gby faint twiiigbt in mic
Novambar, tilt near dinner-tim," and dinner was att sevei
forty-five, and tbey were piaying on a grass court! B
that writer being veteran may neyer have joined in th
ganta, and so failed ta reahiza bow net and bails beconi
invisible befare the twiligbt is even faint. In the sain
way writers ittia acquainted with the Field bave heei

iknown ta send a bouse party fox-bunting in Juhy ; other

1send thani crb-bunting in Febrnary ; sanie maka thei
gentlemen bring honte big bags of pheasants in April
others go hare-hunting hate in Marcb. On a par wit

,thase are the incautiaus folks who make their cbaracteî
49 tap tharmorneters," ta sea if tbey ara rising, or wlI

,make the said thernmnetars record tbe astounding registE
of twa bundred degreas Fahrenbeit in tbe shade, or wh

1 end visitons ta the Academay in Saptember or ta the Moi
1day popuhars in May, or make their linnets hay Ilsky-bhue

eggs.-London Society.

NORTH AMERICAN

LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY

The Annuai Meeting of the North Axîtenican Life

Assurance Company was heid at the litad office af the

conipany, Toronto, on Tnesday, January 27th, 1891.

Hon. Alexander Mackenzie, M.P., president, was

appointed chairman, and Wnt. McCabe, sacretary, wben

the report was submittad, of wbich the foiiowing is an

abstract

REPORT.

Tite directors of the Northi American Life Assurance Company pre-

senl their tentit annual report wittt great satisfaction, owifl5 te the

soiid progre8s which has atteuded the oprations of th e comrmany, wbich

00W ranks as otte of the leading institutions of lte Dominion.

At Ibis, the second qoisuinenniaî peniod in lte company's islnry, il

is interesting lu note the ntarked success acitieved duriug the pasti Ove
yeare, as sitown by the followittg table:

Total
Incarne.

Decenher :1, '9f)...... $66,818 61i
DecembieriLl, '85.....5 . 165,697 2 5

lnerease ............. $201,1"1 36

Total
Assets.

Deceunher 2M, '90. .... 1,042,440 i1
l)vComler 31,'85 ...... t1680 95I

increase ... ....... 16

Per Total lus.
cent, inForce.

$10,076,551
4,849,287

10.1 $5,227,267

Per Total Per
cent. Surp'lus. Cent.

37, 1,W 95

21 $91,217 6312413

As il he seeufrirn the tabtle, the total insurance uowv it force te
)ver ten millions.

The large addition to the assets ofthe company le alntost entirelY in
nterest-bearing investmants, and the amounit of overdue interest, being

Ies than one-fonrth of one per cent., indicates the higli quality of the

securities held by the compaoy, unexcelled, it je beiieved, by any otîter

Cinancial institution on this continent.

The increase in the surplus over that of the preceding year je $56,

878,51, a gain nf eîghty par cent., aud titat find n0w stands at $128,718.58.
This large edition must bc extremeoly gratifying te aIl interesited in te

company, and especialiy to thos a who huld ils invusttucuit polio jes.

The cash interest incarne reachied *50,518.81, an increase in the year

of forty-three per cent., and was more tlian sufficient tu pay the dealli
lusses of the year.

On the recommaendation of the mnanaging director, the hoard tbouglt

wvell, ai the end of its second quinjuenninum, tu sttll further streulgiheni

the company's caimas to public support, by having a valuation of a 1 it

obligations by a distinguished consulliug actuary of emilience aud ex-

i)erience, witose indulpendent examination and valuation would comn-
tuand inereased confidenice.

Win. T. Sianden, of New York, whose name ie well kno wnuii Canaisà,

aud whio is one of lte executive uiflcers of the Actuartal Society of

America, has made such examaination, aud Ibis report will Us î,laced bc-
fore the meeting.

During the preseut year the liret Beries of the complaiy's Teot vear

Invectmnft palicies materes. The consulting aciuary lib aalocated to
these pulloies profits in excesR of the company'a esuTontine eýtimnate8,

whieh will be paid on tbe anniverqary of Bach îtolicy, and which have

been very satisfactory ta ibose whosa policias have ,slready nîatured.

Tihis cumipany ivas tho firet Canadian institution tu adopt tItis fort of

insurance, and il lias hecutue a 0pupular that uearly allte other Cana-

dian companies-saveral of them aiter denounciuig it for y ears-now
issue policies upon it in one forma or anoîhar.

An analysis of the prolit-earning powers o! tbe successiol Canadian

companies, as comipared with those o! tbe large Amnerican companies,
bac demionstratad the great ativantage i11 this respect in favor of our

home institutions among whici t Iis coompauy stands ont pruminently.

ALEXANDER MACKENZIE,
Presidant,

The following is an abstract of the financlal statement of flice North

Atuerican Life Assurance Company for the year ending Doeamber 3lsi,
1890.-

Cash incomie lor the year 1S90- ............ ....... ........... .; m ,818 tii

Expenditure, (including. death dlaims), etdlowmients,
and ail payntents ta policy-holders .............. ...... 1M8,593 73

Alisse ................. .............. ..... ........ -,-... ..... 1,42,440 Il

Reserva fond ................................... ................. Hff, 174; ou

Net surplus for poliioy-holders ............ ........ 128,718 58

Auditor. ilanaging Director.

Audted aud found correct.

11,. A. MEREDInTH, LL.Il.,1 Auditing comimitteenofte board.
B. ri. HUGOuES, f

Tu fhe Directors of the North ,4terican Lite Assurance Compakey:

GENTLE.mEN,-Tbe valuation of your policy and othar obligations,

wbicb itaB been eheckad by me, shows a surplus of $128718 58, aflar pro-
viding amply for every liability of the company, roai or contingent, in

accordanca with tbe re<uirements of the laws of te Dominion. Five
years ago nty report ta yousBhowed a autplus of $317,500 100, se ltaIte
work of tbe pasi five yaars bas yialded nearly titrea and one itaîf limes
the amounu of surplus lbs.t resultad front your first quinquenniaI perlod
o! corporate existence.

Five years aga 1 deemad il but just ta congratulate you upon lte

large proportion af your husiness written upon ltae Twenîy Tear Invest.
ment Plan, becatuse of ail otber plans this ana seemad ta me la conlaitn
ms of t he essentia l ements which would go Iowards building up a
very slrong andi beaitiy life cumipany. aud I notice tbat since ltaI tinte
the proportion of titese policies 10 the entire amount of your issues is
stili larger. Front an examinalion of your plans of insurance I know o!
no eontpany itaving a botter earning power, and confidently gelieve
ltailite future resulîs wlll prove alike satiifactory 10 your poiicy-itoid-
ers aud ail enleresled in your contpany.


