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MY LORD, MY GOD!

The octave *tis of Easter night,
A week rince Jesus rose;

A week of witnesses in sight
To question if one chose.

The doubting Thomas doubteth stiil,
Demandeth gpecial proof,

As if Jehovah must His wili
Adapt to man’s behoof.

Shalt thou, O Lord! this sceptic win
By yieldiug to hisclaim ?

Or shalt thou punish 1 is great sin
By blotting out his name ?

“Ono" ; the Master sweet replies,
* From evil I draw good:

“ Unfaith shall open a1l men’s eyes
“ And give them certitude.”

And so he comers with amile divine
To doubting Didymus;

“4Touch, Thomaeg, touch these wounds of
* Be not incredulous.” [mine,

As Thomas feels these tokens fresh,
These gates of saving pain,

He knows that in hir giorious figsh
The Christ has come again,

Athwart those stubborn lips there spring,
Aflame from riven heart,

The words the echoing ages sing :
“ My Lord, my God thou art!”

As Lord, He claims by sovereign right
Our every thought and deed ;

As God, He is our life, our light,
Qur help in every need.

May Thomas our belief increase
In Jesu’s natures twain,

Whore blending brings us glad release
From sin's tyrannic reign.

“ My Lord, my God!” O joy of joys
For soul by truth set right!
O cry whose sweetness never cloys

The splrit’s appetite! L. D.

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER.

8T. MARY'S,

This church wasthronged on the even-
iong of Holy Thursday, when after de-
voatly reciting the beads, the large con-
seagation listened most ationtively to an
sdmirahle sermo sige B
charist by the Rev. Father O'Dwyer,’ O,
M. I. On Friday morning there was
again 1 large a tendance and this was
repeated in the afternoon at the sta-
tions of the cross and in the evening
when a touching sermon on the Passion
was given by the Rev. Father Kavanagh,
8, J., of 8t. Boniface College. On Satur-
day after the morning office the clergzy
were kept busy all the afternoon and
evening hearing the confessions of those
who desired to receive Holy Commu-
nion on Easter Bunday, and it wasa
most edifying sight at the 8.30 Mass on
8Sunday to witness the very large num-
ber of parishioners who approactied the
altar rails to piously receive their rigen
Lord. At 10.30 Grand High Mass was
sung by Rev. Father Lamarche, 8. J,,
with Rev. Father Puitras, O. M. 1., ag
deacon, and Rev. Father O’'Dwyer, O, M.
L, a8 sub deacon. The choir gave Mer-
cadante’s Mass with *‘Regina Coeli” as
the offertory piece, and in the evening
at Vespers and Benediction the choir
also sang special music appropriate to
the dignity and solemnity of the feast,

THE IMMACULATE CONCEFTION,

Rev. Father Weckel preached the ser-
mon on the Blessed Eucharist at this
church on Holy Thursday evening. At
the various offices on Good Friday there
were large and devout congregations,
and many strangers were present in the
evening when the Rev. Father LaRue,
8. J., preached the sermon on the Pas-
sion. At the early morning Masses on!
Easter Sunday the number of commu- |
nicants was very satisfactory and must
have been consoling to the zealous pas-
tor. The members of Branch No. 163 of
theC. M. B, A, attended and received
Holy Communion ina bedy as did also
the Children of Mary who during the
Mass sang very nicely some appropriste
Easter bymuns. Mercadante’s Mass was
given by the choir at 1030 and render-
od with even greater success than at
Christmas.  This Mass was celebrated
by Rev. Father Weckel, and the parish
priest (Rev. Father Cherrier) spoke a
few words on the feast of the day. In
the evening tbe charch “wag thronged
and those present were privileged to
hear a most excellent and inspiring ren-
dition of the grand plain chant vespers.
For this service the choir loft wag given
up to the members of the St. Boniface
eathedral choir, assisted by a Dumber of
boys from the Indian Industrial school,‘
and a portion of sie brass band connect-
ed with that -ipstitation.. The whole
were under the direction of Mr. Ernest
Ieveque with Prof. Belle at the organ,

coofess that in our opinion it is, after all,
the most smituble and edifying music
for church service, eapecially when
it is given with precision and ex-
actness a8 it was on this occasion. Those
wbo heard this vesper service, would,
we are sure, be glad to hear it repeated
on an early occasion. Rev. Father La-
Rue, 8. J., preached the sermon on the
feast, taking as his text the words, “This
is the day the Lord bath made,” and
after the sermon came the Benediction of
the Blessed S8acrament when tbe regular
choir of the church sang some very
choice music which faithfully brought to
a close a most worthy celebration of the
great festival.

REV. DR. KING’S LETTER.,

Tothe Editor of the Free Press.

S1r,—Your suggestion the other day
that, if we were to judge from utterances
of public men and newspapers in Ontario,
the people of that province bad gone wild
over the school question, has evoked a
reproof from the Rev. Principal King,
who suggests that your statement was
unfair and ungracious. I haveno objec-
tion to the praise the good principal be-
stows on the Ontario majority in the
commons,for voting against the remedial
bill, but when he goes out of his way to
reflect upon the action of the majority
of the representatives from the maritime
provinces, I cannot allow some of his
statements and comments to pass- un-
challenged.

Buat first, as to the position in Ontario,

let me with all due respect to Dr. King,
say, that notwithstandiog the conflience
with which be tells us that “the facts of
the case are ohvious enough,” he him-
self has made anything but a frank
atatement of the facts. His assertion
) &4 “a.very: large portion of the people
of  Ontario are opposed. to separate
schools, though by the constitution they’
are obliged to endere them,” hug no par-
ticular force in that connection, un)egs
he wishes to suggest that the Protestant
majority which maintain 8eparage
schiools in Ontaria simply endure them
because of the constitution. This ig not
the fact. On the contrary, a8 the learneq
principal well kunows, the Protestun
leaders of opinion amoug the Mmaujority,
both in public life and in the press haye
repeatedly declared that even ag g mat-
ter of choice they prefer the Separate
school system as it obtains in thag pro-
vince, that is, for a mixed community of
Protestants and Catholics such ag ex sts
there. .
Having expressed himself ag “deeply
thankful” to the Ontario majority in par-
liament, Principal King tells us how tiejr
action contrasts, “so strongly apg go
favorably,” with that of the maritime
provinces’ representatives, whu, wig,
some “noble exceptions,” as he putg jt,
voted to force separate schools on Mgypj.
toba by coercive legislution,

Let Dr. King take Leed, Mr. Editor
while charging you with being unfai;
and ungracious to the People of Ontario,
lest he be himself siill more unfair a4
ungracious to the majority from the geg.
side, whose conduct he 8o severely re-
brobates, by contrast with the Ppraige-
worthy action of their colleagues, and of
the *noble exceptions” in thejr own
ranks,

Why such merciless condemnation of
the “ignoble” majority from the far east?
Why are they practically held up to
obloquy in contrast with the Ontario
majority to whom' the Prineipal ig go
deeply thankful ? Simply becauge they
voted for the second reading of the re-
medial bill. For this it is that the rey.

| erend principal of our Presbyterian col.

lege singles them out for blame ag con-
trasted with the “noble exceptiong” who
were found on the same side of the giy.
ision list as the Ontario majority, Again
“the facts are obvious enough,” buy ance
more the doctor, I am afraid, is far from
making a frank statement of them, He
would lead us to believe that the Op.
tario majority, a8 the noble few from the
seaside, who voted with them, did go as
a protest against the injustice of coercing
Manitoba—in other words, that they
voted to declare that Manitoba ought to
be jeit alone to settle its own schoo} laws,
and that Ottawa should “keep its hands
oﬁ‘.n . ' : B

Now, no one, I am sure, knows hetter
than Dr. King that such was not the

We like plain chant, and may honestly

case. He must know, for I am sure he

mnst have read the debate, that
the issne was not at ajl as to whether
the Dominion parliament was justified
in passing remedial legislation. Did the
Liberais deny the justice—or the neces-
sity, indeed—of federal legislation, in
any event ? Most certainly not. The
Liberals were in fact ranged in two
camps, one section denouncing the bill
and voting for it8 rejection, simply be-
cause it failed to go far enough to satisfy
thiem in uprooting the Manitoba system.
Had the remedial bill c(ontained a
stronger dose of coercion, tiey would, 8o
one after another of them declared, have
supported it.  They actually denounced
the federal government for not disallow-
ing the law in the first jugtance. Even
Mr. Edwards, 8 member of the Protest-
ant majority from Ontario, took that posi-
tion,

But there was another and a larger
section of the Liberals who admitted the
propriety—aye the necessity — of re-
medial legislation, if Manitoba failed to
redress the grievanceg of the minority,
but who held that the bi]j should not be
proceeded with until 5 fyrther effort
shoald be made, first 1o agcertain more
detinitely the character of tlie grievances,
and second,negotiate wity, thbe Manitoba
Government in the hope that they could
be prevailed on to make the necessary
concessions.

I need hardly offer evidence to satisfy
Dr. King that the preyalent opinion
among Liberals was in fgyor of remedial
legislation if need be, «The facts are
obvious enough 0 him” jf ne will but
think of ther:. He will recall Sir Uliver
Mowut's declaration that there was a
urievance, and that parliament ought to
to remedy it, If a Tewedy were not ferth-
coming in Winnipeg. Hg doubtless read
the speech of Mr. David Mills, the moat
masterly speech, perbaps; of the debate.
Mr. Milis shows, and I doabt not he con
vinced even Dr. King, that the question
for parliament was ot whether eeparate
sciiools are or are not advisalle tof Man-
itoba. “The power of parliament is
given to it.” said Mr. Mills again, “for the
purpose of of sesiny that the compact i8
observed, and that th8 rights ‘ang pri-
vileges of whichit is a security are not
impaired. The constitation imposes on
parliament a constitational duty to see
shat certain rights and privileges which
nave been conferred on a minority Lave
not been taken away. . It
is a power imposing a constitutiona] duty
for the purpose of fulfilling compact
when that compact is violatey ”

The compact in this cuse wus admitted-
ly violated.  The minority, according to
Mr. Mills, 18 entitled to rédress. The
power and duty, according to hiwm, were
cast on parliament toremedy the wrong;
bat sorue people thowght that 5 Jjittle
more “tafly” should be given to Mani-
toba in hopethat it would settle,

Talk of the “noble exceptions” amoug
the maritime representatives ag being
opposed to federal legislation, Why,sir,
one of the leaders of the noble few ig Mr.
Dancan Frager, who a vear ago carried
his candidate against the government, in
a Catholic constituency in Nova Scotis,
by convincing the Catholic electorg that
they were more certain of Securing red-
ress at the hands of the Grita thay of the
Tories. Mr. Fraseris a “noble” feliow
in the principal's estimatiop, Bat is
Mr. Fraser opposed to remedia] Jegisla-
tion 2 Dr. King has doubtlesg reaq his
speech in the debate the giner day-
“Why,” said Mr. Fraser#did the Domin-
ion not say to Manitoba: you are
wrong,let us reason this matter together,
and let us try and settle it? = = j
for one pledge myself that I would be
the first to stand up and say tpat a pro-
vince that will not do the right when
properly approached sball he coerced
into doing it. - If the yovern-
ment had done that (that is, made a pro-
per approatth) there wounld he scarcely 8
voice against them to-day.”

80 Mr. Fraser afier allis a ogercionist.
and heis a “noble” fellow gimply be-

eauge he thought it desirable to have|.

further negotiations with the Manitoba
Government belore passing the bill.
Principal King mentions the circom-

stance that the iuaritime provinces

themselves succesefully resisted the in-
atitution of geparate schools within their
own borders, and he does so, apparently,

to'make the case against the members

representing those provinces all the
stronger, because of their present effort
to impose separate schools on Manitoba.

But did it not oeenr t0 bim that they
may have heen convinced, as Mr. Milis
was, that the queslion was not one of
approving or disproving the principle of
separate schools. The Manitoba legislat.
wre itself hag gettled that question in
1871. The only gnestion for parliament
was, a8 Mr, Milis pointed out, to see the
fultilment of the compact. And why
does not Dr, King frankly own that the
maritime provinces did not after all suc-
cessfully regigt the institution of separ-
ate schools, Though rot recognized by
law are they not practically established
in eacli of tnge provinces to-day ?

How ean Dr. King say thatthe action
of the noajority from the maritime pro-
vinces wag Jegs noble, les8 honorable or
less patriotic than that of the minority
whose condyet calls for such high praise ?
Were they bonnd to coincide with the
views that Manitoba had not been pro-
perly approached ? Let me tell Dr.
King thag in this province and amongst
the supporters of the college over which 1
lie pregides, hiere are not a few who
will regret that he should have feit call-
ed upon practically to cast reproach up-
on men who Lad such a solemn and deli-
cate duty to perform as those men had
on thig important guestivn. Why should
men, for instance, like the Hon. Senator
Dickey, and his son, who is here on the
present commission, and their friends
generally who voted on that side, be
hield up ag offering such a striking con-
trast to Mr, Frager and his associates,
who after a]l differed with the govern-
ment only as tothe manner of approach-
ing the province with a view of securing
redress for thie minority ?

Farrrray.

Winnipeg, March 30.

THE POPE AND IRELAND.

The Holy Father Sends His Blessing to
Dillon and Inculeates Unity.

LoxpoX, March 12, — The following
highly important and gratifying com-
munication was received to-day by Mr,
Jobn Dillon, M. P., from Mgr. Kelly, rec-
tor of the Irish College in Rome :

- Colegio Iriandese, Rome, Mareh 92,

My Dear’ Mr. DiLtoN,—I am to report
that to-day, after the discourse of the
Holy Father in reply to the address ef
the Sacred College, I had the honor of
1aying at his feet your personal felicita-
tions. '

Teaid : “Holy Father, our members
of parliament have recently elected a
new chairman in the person of’—— Here
His Holiness interrupted me, saying:
“Pillon, 18 it not ? ' Has he accepted

1 answered : “Yes, Holy Father, and
to-day he charges me to lay at your feet
his homage and felicitations, and at the
same time to implore your benediction.”

He manifested hy his look and attitude
a particular and paternal acceptance of
vour message. Then he said > “Yes, [
pless him ; and Jet them be wunited, let
them be umted.”

With that he laid his Lands impres-
gively on mine, evidently wighing to ip.
calculate unity a8 the desired frait of hig
blessing.—Irish World.

1

BIRTHDAY OF AN
: AGED PRIEST.

Rev. Feter Havermani, ot Troy, N. Y.,
' Colegrates His 90th Annjversary. H

1
——

Rev. Peter Havermans, of Troy,N. Y.,
the senior Roman Catholic priest in act.
ive service in the United States, and for
fifty-four years in service in that city,
celebrated his 90th birthday on March
21.. He was bornin Germany in 1896,
and becarne pastor of 8t. Peter's church,
Troy, in 1842. Since 1845 he has been
pastor of 8t. Mary's. Church.” He was
one of the founders of St. Joseph’s Semi-
nary and other Roman Catholic institn.
tions. .

Negro Catholics.

There are 141,190 negro Catholics in
the United Btates out of & total popula-
tion of 6,094243. They have thirty-
seven churches. There are also eleven
churches which, although principally
attended by negroes, are also open to
white people. Forty-two priests serve
them. Of schools there are 109, attend-

ed by 8,496 pupils.

which
words of his Gospel inscrilied on it,
Mark is represented as bearded and sit-
ting npright on a throne, holding in his
left band & closed book with the first
words of his Gospel inacribed on its back.
On the third pageis the picture of 8¢,
Luke, looking more aged than his com.
panions. He is shown with an inkhorn
in one hand, writing his Gospel.
John is shown at & throne, holding an
open scroll in his hand, upon which
many words are discernible.
page of this volame containg the em-
blems of the four Evangelists, viz., the
four living creatures that the Prophet
Ezekiel beheld'in a vision sorrounding
the throneof God. Matthew has for hig
symbol & creature with & human head,
Mark the liou head, John the eagle,

ed-bull-headed figure.
is a maguificent specimen of interlaced
capitals peculiar to manuscripts of the
Carlovingian - era. This Lighly illamin-
ated sheet forms the title page of the
book. "It ‘has only fifteen letters, but a
cloger examination reveals the marks
for .bidden letters,
*Legendum per Anni Carriculum.”

THE EVANGELISTERIUM.

A Work of the Mobnks of Ol4 in
the Astor Library.

There are $200,000 worth of ancient
manuscripts in the Astor Library, but

the oldest of these is the Evangeliste-
rium, wkich i8 said to have been express-
ly executed for Charles the Bald, the
grandson of Charlemagne. He WRS 8

patron of the fine arts and was especial-
ly fond of embellished manuscripts. This
rare and precious manuscript is written

on fine vellnum and is an oblong quarto
of 400 pages. The first four pages have
splendid . full-length miniatures of the
four Evangelists, profusely illustrated

with liquid gold and ewmersld green,

shaded with red and white on an em-
purpled ground, the pictures covering the
entire page.

Bt. Mutthew is represented ag a beard-
es8 vouth inclined on a lecturn, wpon
there is a book with the first
St

8¢,

The fifth

while Luke is represented by the wing-
The niuth page

The words are:

One page is equally embiazoned with

brilliant gold and colors ang bas the
word “Dowinus” inscribed on it,
are several other pages equally
lished with multiplied interlacing and

There .
embel-

eafy shadowings, T}e services for the

principalfestivals gre marvellously ex-
ecuted and the seventeen pages . for
Ef‘.‘“’" 4ré magnificent. A comparison
with wodern specimens shows that we
haYe but little advanced over the monk
ar§1sts of tte ninth century. Dr. Fred-
erick Banders, the venerable librarian of
the Astor Library, justly calls this man-
useript an “unrivalled beauty.”

This superb specimenof art was gec-

ured some fifteen years ago by the late
Mr. Astor from the famons London bib.
liophile, Berpard Quarrich, who cata-
logued it in 1880 at. $5000. There are
more “costly manuscripts in the Astor
Lilirary—for iusiance, the Antiphonary
of Chatles X, for which the late J. J.
Astor paid $10,000. But this old manu-
script of Charles the Bald has, a8 an
antique, no rival,

M
Conquests of Obstacles.
—

When God wants to educate aman he

does not send him to school to the

Graces, but to the Necesaities, Many a
man has never ronndLr};imaell until he
has lost bis all.  Advérsity stripped him
only to discover him, Obstacles, hard-
ships are the chisel and mallet which
shape the strong life into ‘beauty. The
rough ledge of the hiilside complaing of
the drill of the ‘blasting powder which
disturbs it8 peace of centaries ; it is not
pleasant to be rent with powder, to be '
bampered and squared by the quarry-
men ; but look again ; behold the magni-
ficent statue, the monument, chiseled
into grace and beasty, telling its grand
story of valar in the nublic. square for
centuries. - The statue would have slept
tn the marble for ever but for the blast-

ing, the chiseling and the polishing.

The angel of our higher and nobler
selves would for ever remain unknown
in the quarries of our life but for the

blasting of afBliction, the chigelling of . -

obstacles, and the sandpapering of s
tbhousand annoyances. — Qrison Sweet
Marden. "



