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in ail the world around them wrong working at cross purposes. It was flot
simply that the two great principles of right and wrong were in conflict, but
wrong was divided and subdivided, and every separate interest was working
against every other separate interest. The age witnessed nothing so, mucb as a
mad contest of devils. Mind, conscience, reason,-everything, ivas put under
the dominance of brute force. No sooner was one kind of wickedness
triumphant than another formi more powerful than that was invented, and so
constant appeal was made to Beelzebub, the Prince of devils. The Scribes
and the common people %vere perfectly familiar with the idea that a highier kind
of evil is often put into operation to crush a lower kind. The change is flot i
the \vay of goodniess, and is flot intended to be in the wvay of goodness, but
simply that power may change centres.

Precisely the same thing hias bappened since and is happening nowv. It
may be stated as a fact that men are trying to cast out devils by the prince of
devils. Take the history of the Cburch as an example to begin with. Every
page of that history bears the record of some unbrotherly contest. The chap-
ters are not of hiard-fought fields where faith triumphied over unhelief, and
holiness over-mastered sin of thoughit and speech and act;- but they tell how
men have racked the intellect for subtieties of logic-how they have invented
pains for the mmnd, and pains for the body, as punishment for ail considered
recreant. \Vhen the Church banned men from lier pale, forbidding ail privi-
leges of fellowship because they doubted lier dogmas, what wvas that in spirit
but tryîng to cast ont devils throughi Beelzebub ? \Vhen she inivented the
unboly Inquisition, searcbing with a fierce lighit into the secret deeps of' men's
thoughts ; by fiendisb tortures compelling them to invent and speak falsehioods
as to their own beliefs, what was that but casting out devils by iBeelzebub ?
Whien because some members of the Christian community learn to thiuk a littie
diiferently as to matters of belief, and to act a little difféently as to nutters of
organization, and tînt change is called schism, andi is met with har dness and
coldness and no forbeai ance-with lofty disdain. and uincomipromising bostili ty,
what is that but a palpable effort to cast out devils by the prince of devils ?
To evoke the operation of any power but that of love in the Church ; to visit
intellectual or merely formiaI delinquLenlcy Wvith the refined persecutions at bier
command, is to do in spirit, if flot in actual letter, what the Scribes charged
Christ with doing. For the Church to, attempt to hinder or destroy vagrancy
of thought or laxity of morals by the setting up of false lighits, by the invention
of dogmnas w'hich tend to degrade man's conception of GocI-to inake him fear
where lie should lovec, and tremble wvhcn lie should pray in failli, is for it to
work by and with thec most powerful kind of wickedness it cau find. You sec
that there is plenty of scope here for generalising, and ample opportunity for
personal and practical application. 'l'le first would mean passîng under
review and criticism a good many of our doctrines ; and the second would
mean an examination of ail the shameful persecutions to wvhich the Chiurch at
different times lias lent bierself, as well as many of the less notable, but no less
painfuil, and diabolical scenes, we stili are called upon to w'itncss or to suifer.

But wve shaîl find quite as many, and perhaps quite as practical illustrations
of it in the wvorld of politics. There is no need to go far back in bistorv, for as
a matter of fact, until a comparatively recent period, polities were conductcd
without any pretence of piety. But in these last days it became fashionable to,
base evcry selfish and avaricious move of n ations and men upon somnething that
is made to look like a virtue. Russia for a century and more hiad burned to be
revenged uipon the Turk for oid time cruelties and spoliations. Still more did
she want to get back that city wbich was at once the key te bier position and
the jewel to hier crown, Constantinople ; but flot daring to avow the truce motive,
she found a pretext for wvar in some petty persecutiens at Jerusalemn. England,
jealous of the growving power of Russia, and believing that any extension
toward Asia Mînor or India wvould imperil " British interests," cried aloud for
fairness and longer life for an old and chivairous nation bowing down te the
Crescent, and sent bier fleet to Besika Bay. Prince Bismarck having fougbt
Roman Catholicism with tooth and nail, and might and main, found that the Pope
could be of sorne service by excrcising bis spiritual authority to put down some
unruly civil elements, and the Prince made friends with the Pope, declaring bis
deep veneration for religion. The British Cabinet, afixieus to do something
brilliant, so as te recover some lost ground in popular esteem, obtained consent
from Russia te make wvar upon the Afghans, but said the reason was: first, to
help the cause of Afghan morals and manners ; second, to set up a barrier
against Russian aggression in India ; and third, to secure a Ilscientific frontier."
Sir Bartle Frere at the Cape, representing the Queen and British civilization,
and in an indirect way, British religion, because bie bad presided at Exeter Hall
May meetings, saw that Zulu heathendom was intolerabie alongside of iBritish
civilization, and made demand of Cetewayo tînt bie be born again of orders
from the Plenipotentiary of England, whicli being refused, a cruel and disas-
trous war was forced upon the unreasonable beathens, which ended in favuur of
the drilled battalions and civilization and British religion; although none of lis
canl see 110W wby the war sbould have taken place, or what good bias come of it.
But that is in big just wbat is happening every day around us. Politicians
range among the lower passions of men; then some others find a way of using
a higher and more powerful form of evil; and se the promise leads to ne per-
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formance; the hope is created and deferred until the heart is sick ; the strong
evil overcomes the weaker, and is in turn overcome by a stronger, and men are
trying to cast out lesser devils by the Prince of the power of the air.

1It wnuld be easy tco illustrate this from the6'orld of commerce. You
know how it is practised-how forms of evil are inventcd, each stronger than
the other, each more refined than tbe other, each more diabolical than the
other ; but I want to pass on and notice for a minute the great dictun of the
Son of Man, tînt this policy can only fail and bring destruction. The verdict
of ail history is against it. Go into a library and take down volume after
volume giving you the %vords and works of men, and wvhat do you find dithe?
wvhy, the tragic story of briglit hopes brought to nothing ; powers buiit up hy
force and rotted down by pride and selfishiness ; man making ofilian an instru-
meut of ambition or covetnLsness ; cvii taking great leaps upward, but always
falling back to, earth again to lie and bleed andi groan, until galvanized into
frcshi hope and eldort by sorte more masterful power of mischief. There bias
been no wvorking- upxvard, only a working downward, until it înay be hazarded
as a statement, ivithout mnch fear of contradiction, that neyer liad the prince of
devils so comrplete a control of the politics and coirmerce of the world as nlow.
XVhat keen comipetition there is botiveeni parties and l)artizanis! wvlnt false
promises arc made ! whnt hypocrisies are invented! what organizations of
faisehoods we hlave! Io business it7oas competition, making more and greater
demancîs uîpon the xvorking hand and tlie thinking brain. But noiv it is not
competition. in business so much as the rivalry of men to outdo each. other and
make a profit ont of fraud. We arc trying to cast ont devils by the prince of
devils; xv have rcached the highest possible formi of cvii; every force of nature
wve can utiiizc-thc current of electricity ; the modes of rapid transit ; the subtle-
tics of art and science arc ail laid under direct contribution for the promotion
cf personal ends. B3ut there are evident signis that this divided bouse cannot
stand. The walls of thec dcvil's temle are rent froml toi) to bottoml, andi the
stormi of God's wvrath is rattiing on thc shaking- roof. iMen are gr~igweary
of the deviiry that hias got into poulies anti trade ; the struggies of manifold
forms of cvii bave induced a weariness of flesh and spirit and a longing te
return to the calmer wvays of righteousncssý. This conipetition of deviirics î.s
ruining the world, andi men know it. Sinftil wvorlis are based on weakncess, and
mun off to xvaste. Evil is self-destruictive ; and altliomgbý cach forml m'ly hc
supcrseded by seme more powerfui form, tlie ed~ -of thle strongest is oniy a
question of tinie.

It is a settled fact, then-known, to ns3 not simipiy becanse we halve it on
Christ's authority, but bccause ail history and cxpericncc bear witness te it-
tbat only wbcn goodness is the inspiration anti the ultimatc aimi can sin be
mnastered. As 1 have said, it isnot hiard te change the formi of cvii. Youi
may teach men to change their sins and cali it refornuation ; yon may induce a
man to control lis lowcr passions by appeal te, avarice or pride ; you may
induce a nation to give up the glory of xvcalth for the glory of lvar-just as you.
may turo a mari ambitious for the powver of money to ambition for the power
cf social or political position ; but that is only to change thec form cf evil-
it is not to destroy the works of the dcvii. That is to say: yenl may convert
the publican into a Phiarisc ; you nny take the mastcry frein the brute in man
and give it to the ficnd in man; but ivint have yoti accomiplished ? Less than
nothing at ah. It stili hoids good and truc, that to cast ont devils, te eiffct
radical and lasting changes in men anti in commtmuities, they must be born
of -water and of the JZoVy Ghost. There must be a cleansing cf the old, and a
creation cf what is aitogether new and altogether good. The cvii must be
rooted ont, and the good seed sowvn in the cleaned and frnitfnl soul. The fresb
impulse must be fromi above and net from bcneath ; flie increase cf power must
ho a force tint works for righiteousncss and toward God, the beginning and the
terni cf ail truc life. 4

Now, there are two peints of personai and practicai application arising eut
cf what I bave said. The first concerros otîr own working. We are restless to
niake changes iii the lîves cf others, and te expericoce changes in our own
lives. Somie cf tus are cngaged in politics, some in literattîre, some in trade,
and each exerts an influence upon others in those spheres. Wbat we want te
be sture cf is, that the changes for which we werk in ourselves and others have
their first impulse as well as thecir final ending in goodness. When yen stand
np te advecate social revoîntions, political revelutiens, change cf manners and
metbods cf working and living, be sure that yen are advocating the cause, net
of this or that party in the State, wbicb is only a compound cf humain pride
and selfishness ; be sure that von are net upholding wbat is at best a feolish
prejudice ; but be sure tint your word and work are for trnth, for man's trnth
and God's trnth, for man's geod and God's glory te ail time and ail eternity.
Cast ont devils when yen can,-out cf yonr own life, ont cf the lives of others,
ont cf the Cburch, ouý of society, ont of poiitics, ont cf business, out cf the
world; but seek inspiration and power in Qed. Work in faith, werk in love,
wcrk in justice, werk witb an eye te the end and the jndgmnent,-so shall you
do great work and truc work, and lasting work, bringing giery te Qed.

My second remark is this: Beware hew yen judge the men wbe are doing
God's work in the world. There stood the Scribes, critical, coid, prend, loving
their settied ways and old traditions, and fearing for nothing se riftncb as their


