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Yet, how often have I heard that sclfish
weakuess, which flies from the sight of dis-
tress, dignified with the name of tenderness ;
—“ My fricad is, I hear, in the deepest af-
fliction and misery ;—I have not scen her;
—for indeed I camnot bear such scenes,—
they affect me too mnch !—'Tliose who have
less sensibility, are fitter for this world ;—
but, for my part, I own, T am not able to
suppoit such things.—1I shall not attempt to
visit her till T hear she has recovered her
spirits.”  This have I heard said, with an
air of complacence; and the poor selfish
creaturc has persuaded herself that she had
finer feclings than those generons fricads,
who are sitting patiently in the housc of
mourning,—watching, in silence, the proper
moment to pour in the baln of comfort ;—
who suppressed their own sensations, and
only attended to those of the afilicted per-
son ; and whose tears flowed in secret, whilst
their eyes and voice were taught to enliven
the sinking heart with the appearance of
cheerfulness.

That sort of tenderness, which makes us
useless, may indeed be pitied and exensed, if
owing to natural imbecility ; but, if it pre-
tends to loveliness and excellence, it becomes
teuly contemptible.

The same degrece of active courage is not
to be expected in woman as in man; and
not belonging to her nature, it is not agree-
able in lier: DBut passive courage,—pa-
tience and fortitude under sulferings,—pre-
sence of mind, and calm resignation in dan-
ger,—are surcly desirable in cvery rational
creature ; especially in one professing to be-
lieve (n an over-ruling Providence, in which
we may at all times quietly confide, and
which we may safely trust with every event
that does not depend upon our own will.—
Whenever you find yourself doficient in
these virtues, let it be a snbjeet of shame
and humiliation,—uot of vanity and self-
complacence: do not fancy yourself the more
amiable for that which really makes you
"despicable ;—bat counlent yourself with the
faults and weaknesses that belong to you,
without putting on more by way of ornament.

"'With regard to tenderness, remember’ that
“compassion is best- shown by an ardour to
relieve,—and affection by assidaity to pro-
_méte the good and happiness of the persons
_you love: that tears are unamiable, instead
“of ‘being ornamental, when voluntarily

indulged ; and ean never he attractive but
when they flow irresistibly, and avoid obser-
vation as mneh as possible. The same may
he suid of every other mark of passion; it
aitracts our sympathy, if inveluntary and
nol designed for our notice ; it offends, if we
sec that it is purposcly indalged and intru-
ded on our observation.

Another point, on which the heart is apt
to deceive itself, is generosity. e cannot
bear to suspect ourselves of baseand ungen-
erous feclings; thercfore we let them work
without attending to them, or we cndeavour
to find out some better motive for those ac-
tions, which really flow from envy and ma-

tlignity. Defore you flatter yourself, that

you are a generous benevolent person, take
care to examine whether you arereally glad
of every advantage and excellence, which
your friends and companions possess, though
they are such as you are yourself deficient
in. I your sister or friend makes a greater
proficiency than yourself in any accomplish-
ment, which youn are in pursuit of, do yon
never wish fo stop her progress, instead of
trying to hasten your own?

The boundaries between virtuous emula-
‘tion and vicious envy are very nice, and may
be casily mistaken. The fivst will awaken
your attention to your own defects, and ex-
cite vour endeavowrs to improve; the last
will make you repine at the improvements
of others, and wish to rob them of the praise
they have deseived. Do you sincerely re-
joice when your sister is enjoying pleasure
or commendation, though you are at the
same time in disagrecable or mortifying cir-
cumstances ?—Do you delight to see her ap-
proved and beloved, even by those who do
not pay you equal attention l—Are you af-
flicted and humbled, when she is found to be
in fanlt, thongh you yourself are remarkably
clear from the same offence ?—If your heart
assures you of the affirmative fo these ques-
tions, then may yon think yourself a kind
sister, and a generous friend : for you must
observe, my dear, that scarcely any ereature
is so depraved as not to be capable of kind
affcetions in some circumstances. We are
all naturally benevolent, when no selfish in-
terest interferes, and where no advantage is
to be given up: we can all pity distress,
when it lies complaining at our feet, and con-
fesses our superiority and happier situation :
but I'have seen the sufferer himself become




