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led the way; supported in fts difficuit course by the
aid aud counsel of -th. Prince Consort, no Society
or Institution existed which. offered to «young men
froni six teen years of age and upw.ardie, a whole-
soie, stimulus to study; or gave> thenithe mens*
by whiebi their industry, their perseveriance, th.eir
self-culture, could be tested and acknewledged,
and brought prominently before. their friends and
the publie.

That Ibis or some s.imil.ar.sysatem for encouraging
privais study after leaving sc9hoýol Lad become ab-
solutely necessary, from tb. univérsality of educa-
tion, was neyer so apparent as new, when the
attractions cf sensation noveis, worthless as vebi-
oies fur onuveying wholsome instruction, if not
nbsolutely inurions, by unduly exciting feelings
and sentiments calculated to lower rather than to
elevate the tastes and princi ples of thoir'readers,.
and when th. teuriptation te àevote too much time
in reading the interesting and varied .information
contained -in the daily peess. le coneidered, infor-
mation conveyed ia se condensed and popular n
forai as almost te preclude reflection, and to lend
involantnrily te tbe adoption of the views of others.
:rather tba;& te the lormation of individuai Opinions,
and the teÜdency of which is to"discourage sound
and ey8tematic study-I say that with sncb ini
ducements to desultory reading, any education
entered. upon volunta.rily, te. b. followed by. an
examinatiLn1 must maise the tone of mimd, elevate
the. thoughts, give- precision te their exp 1ression,
'whether in writing or verbally, and i*nduce- a cor-
rçctness of reasonirng. and of analysis, 'which 'eut
produce muet beneficial effects in after-life.

The effrts of the Society teoebtain the sanction
and co-operation of the public te tbis novel and
voluntary systeni of edueation and examination,
differin, so entirely froin anytbing previously at-
tempte , were.elow,,but they were sure.

Three years were spent in mnturing the plan,
and it wae not tli Febrniary, 1856, that tLe firet
regular programme vrns îssued, uer until Joue of
tLe samne year tbat-th, first exainination was held.
There were then only flfty-two candidates. Last
year there were very nearly a tbonsand.

SueL 'eus the effeet produced by theso examina-
tioe, that streugîth was given te a suggestion of
one of our examiuers, liat the lUniversities 8bould
do for lhe class Imnmediately above those for wbom
Our examinaiens 'eere intended-that 'ehici we
were so successfully doing lu our epecial ephere-
and the resul'it he L establishment of tLe middle-
olass examillalioni; of Oxford and Cambridge, suc-
cess in-*hich bide fair te b. the test by which lb.
value of the'education obtaiued in the privale
sehools of the coùutry.*ill b;eréafter be measured.

Many cf tLe objections to competitive examina-
tiens anmené the'biÉher classes of studente. weeier
nI the Univcrsily or at the middleclass examina-
lions, or at the* eiaminations >for civil or military
appeintments, 'do not'apply te ours.

Cramming, 'ehich* is now a'profession, cannol
b. ndopted by the ýcandidates wbo aipear belure
our examiner6, In the fir st place, lbey caninot
afford le pay *for sucb a, systein, aud if they c.ould
they are e spread'over tbe oountry*Ibat it would
bé.almost.imhpossible, except ini a few 1arpe tevu3,
te oblaiin thé. ne6éisary* belp; and I «behie e thal'
1he honours gained by our oandidates mnust, s a

whole, be mure honestly won than those by any,
other class. The examinations are not entered
upon to gain a particular position in college, or a
particular, office or promotion in military or naval
life, by young mien most.of wbonr have more or
less money at their disposai, but by those whor
hope to'gai n the notice of their employ'ers by great
sacrificese and severe labour after their daýY1 s busi-
ness is over.. Such men woeld.aiostly scora craur-
ming. They are seeking for- aý test of flheir voltun-
tarily acquired knowlege, not sirnply for a pass to,
sooms place or for promotion. The effeet is there-
fore grenter; the menit ie also greater; and, clasq
for class, in the course of time the result will ber
greater.

I hope, then, without 'wisbing te disparage ther
exertions of any other body, 1 bave net unfainly
*endeavoured to maintain the dlaims eft Iis Society
te the honour of leading the movement for the-
voluntary exarnination of students auxiens to se-
cure somne public acknowledgWenli of. their industry
and talent.

Turning now te another view of the subjent,
when we consider the influence that the upper
stratum, of the working classes exerts over the
entire body, and that tbe working classes form the
base of our industrial'fabric, too high a value can,
scarcely b. attached te evcry atep. wbich encour-
ages thein te attain. by their own indépendent ex.
ertiens, and from books of their own seleetion, au
*acquaintance with sound principles. of political,
economy, wbicb will influence their own conduct
and enable them to influencethat of others.

Differences between.masters and workmen, origi-
nating niostly in gnne and misunderstanding,
will doubtlese be lesse"ned by a certain number of
young men voluntarily submitting, year after year1,
to a difficult examination to test th. extent of their
self-education, and tbereby becoming able te, ap-
preciate, to understand, and to explain te thoirr ellow woFrnen the great social and economical
accompisihment of these great objeets bas been for
many years past the aim of our educational pro-
ceedings."

TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS.
It is nearly four years since the Bo.ard of Arta

and Manufactures fur Upper Canada determined
upon issuing a mcinthly.ju.rnal, devotedto giving.
pubIlicity te the transactions of the, Board, .and to
the advocacy of the Industrial interests of the Pro-
vince.; and aleo of the intereste.et its Meehanice
Institutes and similar associations calculated te
be nefit th. industrial classes.

The news of tbeýday, and ail politica.1 questions,
were abundanîly provided for by, our apirited
newepape.r press; the mere literary.reader. by the
nume.rous magazines ud, journals îrnported from
other countries ; agricultural and hiorticultural
.matters by our Canadian. and other ageicultural
publications; but of.jeurnals iii tb. itnterest.s of
arts and manufactures notb.ipg.was. publisb.ed in.
the Province, and very littîs broiaght here fromi


