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First, before ail else, it becomes my pleasant duty to thank

the Fe11ows of the Aeadeîny for phîieing me iii the p)osition 1 now
oee ipy.

The hioior caitie umîisouglit, amuid is for limat reasoil ail thle iiore

appreeiated. I counit it no liglit t1iing to have been thouglit worthy
to follow those recog-nized leaders of tlie profession who bave been

previously accordcd the highest office iî1 your Society. The evolu-

tion of tlic Acadeamiy froin the sociehies, by tlic union of whieh it

carme into existence, is in lime withi medical progress flic world over.

In ail great centres of civilized population the day of the small

medical society, of the proprietary miedicai sehool, and of the iii-

equipped hospitai is passing or lias aircady passed.
Modern life, with its compiexity of necds lias made it irnperative

that liigger and botter organizations should replace those whichi

forrneriy stifficed. 'lo he bigger is not of neccssity to be better.

Wbiic in fthe clhanges that arc tal<ing place muchel lias bcen gainced

som.e things or value have heen iost. Nelson bebind wooden walls

nceded a generation to gain for England \vhat Togo did for Japan
in one mornling's use of \vhat modemn science bad plaeed at lis
comnmand.

The Rolph Sebool bere, the Wornan's Ilospitai under Sims and
Eýmmett, and the Royal Infirmary under Syrne did splendid and
long-to-be-reinembered work, but just as it has be,,orne impossible
for any one man ta be a univcrsal specialist, so bas it corne about


