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cerns the conivenieuce of the student hodly andi the coiîvenience
of the pa-.tints who wvill attend for treatment. The uitthorities
Nvilli no doubt, consider this withi ail due cave, for they can rest
assured that if it be Ioca-,tcd in the propCI quarter, niuch and very
great gooci wil1 resuit in these two directions. One thing is sure,
it cantiot -be camipletcd toa quickly.

THE PERIPATETIO OPTICIAN.

The care andi treatmient of diseases of the eyc require suich
special practical knowvledge that gelieral practitioners ini tawns
and cities genera!ly refer ail or mast of tiiese cases ta those
mienibers of tic profession who confine thecir practices ta this
braiich of niedicine anci surg-ery. This is, We believe, clone iii
a strictly cons lentious spirit, ini the belief tlîat the eNe is tao
important an organ ta be treateiLd by any but who lias a goacid
scientific grasp of the subject of ophthalmalagy. It is certainly
withiii the reach. of every nIeClîca-.l 111;a1i La possess a ful!l scien-
tific kiiowledge of tliis argan, and it is certainlv just as much
beyond the reacli of every' nuedical man to obtain a 1nra-ctica.l
knoivledge of the subjeet, because eye cases foriîi such. a very
snîall prolportion of geiîeral practice. WIien a miecical rnan,.
t.henî w ho posses5es tule kniowledgfe of the anatoniy andi physi-
ology of the eye, who lias tic knawledge ta determine how
diseases of otiier organs iay affect tlîis onie, realizes tlîat it wTould
be better ta lîand tiiese cases over ta, one lîaviiîg a specialà skill
in this direction, it certainly niust appeal ta the comion sense of
lay people, tlîat tiiere is sonîething- vers' rnuclî at fault, Nvlien
clru.ggists, j ewel lers and eveiî veter n an ans undertake thie xvoik
0f the fittingr of glasses, and not only tlîat, but undertake to niake
persans thie subjects of eye defects or diseases believe tli-it tlîev
know ail about tie eyes, more tlîan the averagre -doctor-, and just
as nîncli as the eye specialist. But this is not thie wrvorst. Large
fiinîs fit out and establisli ini tracle the peripatetic venders of
g-iasses andi spectacles, \vlio tramîp around the cauntrxr wit1î their
packs on tlîeir backs, purporting- ta be " Doctors of Refraction."
They inx'ariably carry an eye salve, of w*-oidrous powver, which
acts -ith iagical effect, for better or for worse.

Last year thie writer xvas rather chagrixîed Mi'en in the office
of a " harse doctor " of a tlîniving- western Ontario town, at
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