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so that they fled out of that house naked and
wounded.”—(Acts ix.} =

Now, we tell the gentlemen who call themselves
¢ Priests of the Anglo-Catholic Chureh,” that there
is yet a way for them honorably to retreat from their
ridiculous and dangerous position. But we wam
them, that if they abide much longer where they are
—if they stay for the meeting of Parliament—if

- they wait till the wild boar makes his rush, they will

have to fly out of the Establishment, stripped of their
possessions, and wounded in character, if not in per-
son. And then Catholics will think of them as the
discomfited pscudo-Priests, who sought to use the
power of the Church to drive out the evil spirit of
“ pride, licentiousness, and discord,” which possesses
England. In short, they will be looked upon, all the
world over, as the representatives of  the Sons of
Sceva.” ‘ :

Some of our readers will think that we are ill-
natured in thus laughing at the poor Puseyites. We
"may reply, that it was not we who wrote the history
of the Sons of Sceva, and that if their history have
any application and use, it must be in the casc of
such persons as the “ Anglican Clergy;” that we
‘never knew any good to come of tenderness to
heresy, humbug, and sham ; and, lastly, that we know
of one, at least, late of “her Majesty’s Clergy,”
now a Priest, who some years ago, on comparing the
history in the 19th of the Acts of the Apostles witl
the events going on in the Church and out of the
Church, made haste to renounce his pretensions, to
lay dowa “the wages of iniquity,” and to escape
out of the Tistablishment, lest ibe fale of the Sons
-of Sceva might befall him. It is reasonablc to thiok,
‘then, that others may, to their own great profit, do
likewise. ‘

THE RECTOR OF RUGBY AND THE
PAPIST LETTER-CARRIERS.

(From the Weel:ly Despatch.)

This pastor and this flock have been busy smelling
out a Gunpowder Plot of their own—have pounced
upon a post-dated Guy Fawkes, in the shape of a
postman! In short, the Marquis of Clanricarde has
actually appointed two lctter carriers to the Rugby
district, and the wretehes are—Roman Cathoelies!
If Jesuit kitchen wenches made the blood of the
Bishop of Oxford run cold, how can we be surprised
that Papist postmen should make the veal creep of the
the calves of’ Rugby? They have dangerous oppor-
tunities—they chat with the housemaids as they
deliver the letters. Loyola may sap loyalty below
stairs, and the * real presence” some day stalk into
the parlor! And so the Rector of Rugby draws up
a petition, superscribes it first, gets the sign manual
‘of the clerk, and the mark of the beadle, sends it
round to the faithful for their autographs, and calls
upon the Government instantly to dismiss the brace
of letier-carriers, simply and solely because they are
Papists. They are on the horns of a dilemma. ; and
they insist on sticking the postman on the liorns of
the Bull of Pio Nono! Lord Jobn Russell has
raised the Devil, and he cannot lay him when he
would. In vain he tries to strangle the monster he
lias created—it is like throwing water on quick-lime,
the more the allaying liquid is poured, the more fiercely
the mortar burns, and the louder is its hiss. It only
erumbles 1o become the cement of the Temple of
Intolerance. Mis very toad-eaters and tools leave
tuft-bunting for lerctic-hunting. They have come
npon the slot, and bay for blood. The whisper
hegins, that the Relief Bill must be repealed. The
English Clergy now cry out for ¢ pains and penalties
upon the Synod of Thurles, and even Dissenting
Ministers and their flocks lend their sanction, by
their presence, to the ineek and evangelical proposal
‘l)fl tr:&nspor'ting the Catholic Hierarchy to Norfolk

sland,

" CATHOLIC INTELLIGENCE,

CARDINAL WISEMAN ON THE CATHO-
LIC HIERARCIY.

The following is the substance of Cardinal Wise-
man’s first lecture, delivered on Sunday, at St.
(ieorge’s, Southwark, on the subject of thé Catholic
ierarchy :—

“ The question of the Catholic Hierarchy, or ra-
ther its history, may be summed upina very few
words. Itssubstance isas follows :—Catholies being,
in regard to the exercise of their religion, on a foot-
ing of perfect equality with their fellow-subjects (so

nt least it was thought till a few weeks ago), and | P

being members of a Church necessarily Episcopal,
laving been governed till now, under a temporary
form, by Vicars-Apostolic, have received, from the
acknowledged and legally recognised lead of their
Clwrch, a Iierarchy—that is, a body of Bishops
baving their sees and titles from them in England.
Now, let it be observed,. that the change does not
consist in this, that up, till lately Catholics had no
Bishops, and now have them ; for their Vicars-Apos-
tolic were Bishops with foreign titles. Had this been
the change, we might casily lave imagined that.the
Church of England, if ill ‘then the only Episcopal

* Church in this island, might have raised an outery at

the sudden appearance of another body of Bishops,
whose character, as such, it does not now. impugn.
But this was not the case. It has been merely a
change of title. Bishops who before bore foreign
titles, under which spiritually to govern British: Cath-
olics, bave now received domestic titles. And the
sphere-of their jurisdiction is called a diocese instead
of a district. '

"% Let us see more in detail what the amount of

sion-of these Prelates:—

_ difference is between the previous and present. posi-

¢ 1. Not one of tliem has received -or will receive
any new consecration. Not one, in other words, will
be one atom more a Bishop than he was before.

« 2. Not one enlarges or alters materially the li-
mits of his Iicclesiastical jurisdiction. Some few
counties are transferred {rom the limits of one former
district to another, but these are only slight -devia-
tions from the principle of merely changing districts
into dioceses. _

«3. Not one obtains any increased power or juris-
diction over Clergy, or laity, or property, or trusts, or
ary person or thing. IF anything, powers before held
are curtailed or limited. o

‘4, Not one probably will change his place of re-
sidence.

“5. Not one will gain, by the change, any increase
of emoluments or of income.

“ 6. Not one acquires, or dreams of acquiring, the
slightest alteration of social position, or legal addition
of title or honor.

% Joach one remains where he was, and as he was,
and what he was, with the sole change, so far as out-
ward relations go, of the titles which he bears. 1e,
for instance, wlo was Bishop of Hetalona is Bishop of
Birmingham, where he has always lived in honor ; he
who was Bishop of Samosata is now of Flexham, and
will, no doubt, continue to live at Darlington, where
he has lived respected by all, till now.

% And now, let the first question be, to whom orto
what is any danger threatened? Is it to the State, or
to the religion of this country ?

¢ In the confusion of ideas which has prevailed dur-
ing the recent period of excitement, there certainly
seems to have been no thought of unravelling this
question, and deciding which of the two was in dan-
ger. "Ihe usual results followed ; all were mixed up,
and the cry cmbraced every possible or imaginable
peril. Tt was the State in every department, which
was invaded by the Pope’s granting to Catholic Bi-
shops mere titles in England. “The Crown was
wounded in ils prerogative, its supremacy, its right to
allegiance, its very sovereignty ; the constitution was
endangered in its principles of civil and relizious li-
berty ; the nation assailed in its ¢spiritual indepen-
dence ;’ individual freedom jeepardised by the intendcd
introduction of the inquisition, of the confessional, and
some undefined mysterious agency on the mind ; the
Chureli was endangered and suddenly, after years of
acquiescence, not only in dissent of every sort, it in
latitude of pasture within its own pale, to the ex‘ont
of a desert, it has been again asserted to be 20 cein-
pletely part of the constitution, that to assail it is 1o
attack Inglish nationality ; its Episcopal rights are
encroached on; its universality of jurisdiction in the
realm trenched on; and the toleration graciously
granted by it to Catholics abused.  And finaily, this
is not all.  Protestantisin, as a general and campre-
hensive form of religion, embracing many divisons,
has been insulted, attacked, threatened, and almost
put to peril.

“ Now, my brethren, this is but a small part of
what has been said of this Ticclesiastical chanye in
our body. .And let me putitto your commen sunse,
must it not be something of vast magnitude. of huge
power, that could at once, in one inoment, produce all
these complicated and tremendous eflects ? Ought, it
not be a political earthquake, and a religious burri-
cane combined, that could thus shake the stability of
a vast empire from throne to hearth, from cathedrul to
cottage T Would news of a foreign invasion by a
vast confederated army, united witha wide conspiracy
detected at home, have done more, or threatened
more, or alarmed more ?  Could there have been, in
the event of such concurrence of foreign and domestic
dangers, more warm expressions of feeling, 1ore en-
thusiastie resolutions of resistance, more concentra-
tion of power?

‘Then, now let me ask you another question. Sup-
pose that any one had told you six months ago that
the Bishop of Ilome had it in his power to throw this
vast empire into convulsions; to upheave, by ¢the
breath of his noslrils,” the granite foundations of the
noble British conslitution ; to shake to its basis the
throne of our gracious Queen, which rests secure upon
the affections of cvery subject (of none more than of
Catholics) ; to despoil of its rights and prerogalives
2 Church which has a thousand roots in the very sub-
stance of the nation ; to imperil the religion of the
Bible in all its various diramations ; and fnally to in-
troduce all that has been a popular bugbear in Popery
into your very families :—had any one told you six
months ago that the Bishop of Rome had power to do
all this in England, you would have laughed—yes, you
would have laughed to scorn the man who sheuld have
presumed to tell you that he had such treinendous
ower.

“ And if, by way of jest, or through curiosity, you
had asked the fanatic who told you so, by what won-
derful machinery, by what magical agency he could
do all this ; and he had answered you: ¢ By a scrap
of paper, wherein he should desire the Catholic dis-
tricts of Ingland to be thenceforth called dioceses,
and the Bishop of T'rachis to be called the Bishop of
Beverley, and the Bishop of Tloa to be called Bishop
of Liverpool ; you would, I am sure, have considered
the man- little better than an idiot, who asserted or
believed in such eflects from such a cause.

“ And yet, now that this has been done, all those
terrible consequences are seen to have flowed from
it: the nation is made to believe that the Pope has
possessed, and has exercised this tremendous power.
But go back to your former cooler judgments, and
through them lock at the matter now effected, as you
would have looked upon it when spoken of as future,
and you will see that it is ridiculous to attribute such
mighty results to so simple an act of Eecclesiastical
jurisdiction. ‘

“ And in truth, my Brethren, if the Holy Sce does
possess the power attributed to it, we may reasonably

infer that its effects would be_in proportion to the.

strength and vigor which it infuses into its acts. The
sending of a Bishop into a conntry must be a more
divect’and effectual exercise of the Pope’s strength
than the ¢hange of that Bishop’s denomination. The
communicating to him an immediate and personal de-
legation from himself, and placing him on the scene of
his activity asa part of his own individuality,- as a
vicarious-self, an ¢ alter Fgo,” would naturally ap-
pear to any one as a more direct bringing to bear of
the Papal jurisdiction and strength upon a country,
than the appointiment to it of Bishops constituted as
they are in Cathdlic countries, with ordinary, not cx-
traordinary, powers. And again, the multiplying of
such agents, the doubling of those active centres of
his own power, would seem to be a much more alarm-
ing act (if cause of alarm there be) than the altering
the style and title of those already holding those Vi-
carial aflices. '

“But no: in the present state of feeling it is not
s0; it cannot be allowed to be so. The Pope has
named Bishops where there were none before, whe-
ther in Treland or the colonies ; but it maitered not.
He las had his Viears in this island and its dependen-
cies, Bishops with more than ordinary faculties; yet
no onc heeded them. "Within these few yearshe has
doubled their number in Tngland, and nearly so in
Scotland, and still nobody gave himself concern. But
now he changes their titles, and all England is on fire
at the dangers, as at the supposed boldness, of the
deed! Then, is a title more to give, or more to fear,
than authority 7 TIs a name more powerful than ju-
risdiction?  Does more strength lie in a sound than
in action?

“ Now, I tell you,as you have been again and
again told, that the Bishiops, as now constituted, have
straitened, and not enlarged powers compared with
what they had before ; and as to the importance of
the step taken ten ycars ago of doubling the number
of Vicars-Apostolic, no one who has observed its re-
sults will hesitate to allow that to it may be traced an
increased vigor of action in the Catholie body, and a
diffusion of Catholic doctrine without it. But even
taking the question of names, I have scarcely any
doubt that a very few years, or perhaps cven montls
ago, lad the question been put to the great mass of
the English people, ¢ Whom would you rather have
to govern the Catholic Church in this island, the
Pope’s own Vicars, or Bishops belonging to the coun-
try ¥ the latter would have been preferred and cho-
sen, as being more thoroughly native Iinglish, and
domestic, and as implying, in name at least, a less im-
mediate connection with that arcatl ebject of Protes-
tant prejudice, the Pope of Rome. Indeed, I have
heen assured, upon what I consider excellent autho-
rity, that even in 1799 Pitt suggested to Cardinal
Lrskine, as one good made of diminishing English
prejudices in regard to Catholics, that the Bishops
should cease to be Vicars-Apostolic, and become Jo-
cal titulars.”

Thronghout all this excitement, one important ele-
ment of calculation, one obvious source of deduction,
seems to bave been overlooked. Public speakers and
writers treat the maiter as if England were the only
country in the world to which certain acts, and still
more certain possibilities, could apply. They over-
look the experience and tests of other vast countries.
They forget that there are Catholic countries which
exercise great vigilance over the Chureh, and are as
Jealous as Bogland of either foreigu or ecclesiastical
authority. They seem not to know that there are
other powerful countries which have a mixed popula-
tion, containing Catholic Bishops and their flocks.

“Calm and rcasonable minds would look at the
working of the Catholic system in both these, and
thence judge of the reality of dangers announced to
Lngland by prophets of evil. IHave not the people
been threatened with the fear of the inquisition, or
other terrible institutions, as heing neccssary conse-
quences of the prevalence of Catholicity 7 And yet
is there any inquisition in Spain, in Portugal, in Bra-
zil, in Mexico, in any of the Scuth American Repub-
lics—countries exclusively Catholic? Certainly not.
Is there any in Austria, in Bavaria, in Belgium,
countries with a mixed population, but with Coust,
Government, and majority, eminenily Catholic ? Cer-
tainly not. Tlen is it not mere imposture to tell the
people that there is even the remotest danger of the
introduetion of such a tribunal into England, of all
places in the world, should it even all become Catho-
lic? Could not the people resist what it called Pa-
pal tyranny, or interference in temporal concerns, as
well as the natives of Spain or Portugal ?

«T put all this as a supposition—as an imaginary
case; for it is too ridiculous to put it seriously to
thinking men. And it is only to get up a ery, and
to gull peaple (T use a homely but expressive word)
into fanaticism, that interested persons pretend to fear
what they know to be, not remote, but (to use now a
more scientific phrase) too distant to have a parallax.

“ Agnin, the canon law is quoted as containing as-
sertions opposed to the rights of the Crovwn, or the
principles of civil law; and those, of course, are
dangerous to Tingland alone. 'Would not fairness
and common sensc diclate, that as this law ecannot,
by cither possibility or fatality, be more forced on
England than on other countries, so no more need be
feared here, supposing things to come o what (in the
minds in_question) would be the worst, than is ex-
perienced in so many other countries? Lct any one,
therefore, go and ask in Belgium, or even in Spain,
whether the Bishop or Clergy stir up the people
against their civil rulers, on the ground of a text in
the ¢ Decretals, or the ¢ Extravagantes,’ or whether
the people arc edified by newspaper or pamphlet ex-
tracts from the ¢ Corpus Juris, as it is called, to
prave to them that they must withhold their spiritual
allegiance from the Pope! "What some are so busy.
in doing now, in 1bjs line, is as wise and as practical

* The statement came from the late Sir John Cox

Hippesley. '

as it would be in one who knows nothing of law to
rake up the statate-book, and pretend to argue about
the present practical state of the law from the enact-
ment of King Steplen and Richard I., without any
reference to ‘modern enactments, declarations, ex-
planations, judgments, tacit repeals by desuctude, or
actual usages and prescriptions. -

% Again, oaths or declarations are brought forward
as inconsistent with the civil duties of those who
take them. It is not for a moment reflected that the
same oath has been taken certainly for at least 700
years, and probably much more, by every Bishop of
all Christendom, with knowledge and consent of their
Sovereigns and rulers, {rom the Emperor of Austria
to the President of the French Republic, without
jealonsy or suspicion ; and, what is more, without a
single instance on record of any licclesiastic in his-
tory having involved his allegiance, and justified it by
that cath.

“But, my brethren, I will give you two most prac-
tical illustrations of how well other countries can up-
derstand the difference between Lcelesiastical and
civil. duties, and know how to el cach estate take
care of itself, without apprehending a collision be-
tween them.” :

- Alter citing America as an instance, his Eminence
continued :—

“ But to come to another governinent nearer home.
Tn Belgium there is no State Church. The majority
of the nation is Catholic : the King is Lutheran.—
All veligions are equal in the eye of the law. "When
the country asserted its independence, it was in the
power of the Catholies to legislate as they pleased.
But they asserted no pre-eminence for their Chureh—
they preferred freedom to the golden fetters of the
State. The Cardinal Archbishop of Malines and
the Bishops have no seat in the Cliambers ; nor have
they any tribunals of their own. The Ministers of
all religions are paid by the State, Protestants, per-
haps, more than Catholics, being a married Clergy.
But the Government lias nothing to do with the no-
mination of Bishops or Clergy, or other purely Ke-
clesiastical matters—it has no Concordat with Rome.
In this respect the Clergy are in the sane position as
we are. Now, let us see how clearly the Govern-
ment can discriminate the duties, or, to use a more
lLiomely word, ¢ the business’ of each power, the civil
and the Ecclesiastical.

% While Iongland was in the height of its ferment,
on account of the ¢Papal aggression,’ the Minister
of Justice in Belgium, who has charge of religious
matlers in the Government, M. Tesch, thus spoke in
the Chamber of Representatives (the House .of Com-
mons) of Belgium, Nov. 1Gth fast :—

“¢What, for example, is our present position 7¥—
On the one hand, the Pope has the right to name, in
Belgium, as many Bishops as be thinks proper; to
create as many dioceses as le pleases. 'What is the
right of Government? That of not paying any
more than it considers suflicient for the wants of re-
ligion. . = = And so again with regard to Canons
of Cathedrals: the Ecclesiastical authority can create
ten, filteen, twenly, in a diocese, if it pleases ; but,
on the other side, the Government preserves its right
of not giving salaries to more than it considers ne-
cessary for the adminisiration of dioceses.’

¢ T'wo months lave now clapsed since the Papal
letter (for Bull there has been nonc) was issned;
and the new Bishops have carried on their adminis-
tration for nearly that period under their new titles.
Has anything sinister thence arisen? Iave they
¢ tithed or toiled” in the rcalin of Iingland? Have
they summoned DProtestants to their obedience?
Have they claimed any portion of the revenues of
Church or State? Arc the dangers, or invasions, or
aggressions, so loudly denounced, as yet in prospee-
tive? They were not then in the act itsell.  If not,
wait a few wecks more; nay, a few months, and see
il they gradually unfold.  Bat if, after a further
period, you shall find that all is as it has been, that
the Catholic Church in this island keeps on in its
usual and even course, and no interest, public or pri-
vate, has suffered, you will perbaps come to thé rea-
sonable conclusion that religious questions like these
had better be left to the wise standard of judgment
suggested of old by Gamalicl: ¢ Ye men of Israel,
take heed to yourselves what you intend to do, as
touching thesemen. * * * * And now, there-
fore, I say to you, refiain from ihese men, and let:
them alone 5 for if this counsel or this worlk be of
men, it will come to nought. But if it be of God,
you cannol overthrow it : lest perlaps you be found
even fo fight against God.” (Acts v., 33-39.) New
legislative enactments may be passed, as it has been
suggested, whereby the obnoxious sound of new titles
may be hushed, and the ears of the zealous be no
longer offended by their utterance; and then the
conclusion will come of itself, that the name, and not
ihe thing, caused all the fear and the displeasure.—
For no amount of human legislation can touch tbe
substance, annul the spiritual and organic structure,
of the Catholic body, or permancntly derange its
vital functions. You will have to probe rights most
tenderly cherished by every class, religious or social ;
you will have to disturb the powerful possession by
millions of dearly-earncd privileges; you will have
to recommence the destructive work of reproducing
inequalities, the moment you attempt to deal with
religious principles and -convictions, or make them
subject to external control. Now, the obedience
which every Catholic will pay to his Catholic Bishop,
the bond of union which holds together Pastor.and
flock, cannot be affected by any iaw; and so long
as every Catholic, who, six months ago, obeyed a
Vicar-Apostolic of a District in which he lived, now
will obey the Bishop of a Sce placed in another
county, because the Pope has named that Bishop, -
and bas transferred him to his obedience ; so long as
this-is the- case, all the sobstance, and essence, and,
reality of the Ilierarchy will exist, although Le may




