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ECCLESIASTICAL CALENDAR.
FrervanY—1871.
Friday, 24—5t. Matthias, Ap.
Soturday, 25—St. Peter's Chairat Antioch (22nd).
Sunday, 26—First of Lent.
. Monday, 27—O0f the Feria,
Tuesday, 28—Of the Feria.
AARCE—1871.
Wednesday, 1—Ember Day.  Of the Feria,
Thursday, 2—O0f tha Feria.

Recurratioxs ForR LENT—AIl days of Lent,
Sundays excepted, from Ash Weduesday to
Holy Saturday ineluded, are days of fusting
and abstinence,

The use of flesh meat at every meal is per-
mitted on all the Sundays of Lent, with the
exception of Palm Suunday.

The use of flesh meat is also by special in-
dulgences allowed at the one repust on Mon
days, Tuesdays, and Thursdays of every week
from the first Sunduy of Lent, to Palm Sun-
“day.—On the first four days of Lent, s well
as every day in Holy Week, the use of flesh

meat is prohibited.
———— e

NEWS OF THE WEEK.

The French Assewbly has orgz[nised a Pro-
visional Government for Franee, which received
immediately formal recogaition from the Brit-
ish, Austrian, and Jtalian ambassadors. A
Ministry has been formed with M. Jules Favre
as Minister of Foreign Affairs. _

The armistice has been prolongzed to the 1st
of March, and will it is confidently expected
be followed by a peace, There is of course,
especially in the South of France, a strong
party opposed to any cessior of territory; but
peace upon any terms, secems to the majority of |

the people preferable to prolonging a hopeless )-exercise of his private judgment has led him;
and if he entertain such doubts he is a sceptic
—that is to say “one who doubts,”
he entertain no doubts as to the perfect ac.
curacy of his private judgment on martters of
faith and morals, then ke must belicve himself
to be, on these matters at least, infullible ; that
is to say, all that Catholies predicate of the
Pope, speaking ex cathedra, and addressing the
Church Universal.

struggle, which can only result in fresh disasters,
and provoke the conquerors to exact harder
terms. France may have yet some 330,000
men under arms; but for the most part they
are badly equipped, badly disciplined, without
confidence in their leaders, and altogether unfit
to cope with the vast, well organised veterans
of Germany, flushed with triumph, full of faith
in. themselves, their officers, and their cause.
The probabilities arc therefore at present alto-
gether in favor of peace with the German Em-

-| rican continent is to be commenced within two

! will adopt this mode of procedure.

evident at least to every one not a natural
idiot, that every ome who, calling himself a

est doubts or misgivings as to his own infalli-
bility, he must doubt, or entertain misgivings

ant community the sceptics are in ay over-

The Address in reply to the Speech from the
Throne, in zllusion to the Fishery Question,
takes the ground that Canada has never trans-
gressed her legal rights, or pushed her cluims
in an unfriendly spirit. The annexation of
British Columbia will furnish an important
topic of discussion; as one of the conditions of
that union, a railroad across the North Ame-

years, and to be finished within ten, after the
act of union is accomplished-¢-said road to be
commenced at both ends simultaneously.

The latest telegrams inform us that the ar-
mistice is not to be prolonged beyond Thursday :
that if on that day the preliminaries of peace
be not =zccepted by the French Government,
active hostilities will be resumed, and that on
Friday the Germans will march into Paris.—
The terms are Alsace and Lorraine, with a war
indemnity of £280,000,000. The sum is per-
haps exaggerated. The marriage of the
Princess Louise is to take place on Tuesday,
21st prox. ; that day is selected, we suppose,
by way of showing how little the Court sym-
pathizes with the High Church Anglicans,
who, in accordunce with old Catholic usage,
profess to regard Lent as a season, not of fes-
tivities, but of mourning, and austerities.—
The rumor gains ground that the United
States intend to insist upon the withdrawal of |
the British flag from this Continent, in settle-
ment of the Alabama claims, and that the

High Commission about to meet at Washington
There is !
uot, however, anything official, xnd we give the
rumer for what it is worth. Sir J. A. Mac-
dona'd stated that it was probable that the
Joint High Commission would be called upon
to consider the claitns of the Dominion upou
the United States, arising out of the Fenian
raids.

INrFALLIBILITY.—There are two theories—
the Protestant theory, and the Cathelic theory
—withrespect to infullibility. According to
the Catholie theory, every man is fallible ex-
cept the Pope, to whom under certain circum-
stances, God in His merciful regard for His
Church, grants a supernatural immunity or pro- |
tection from crror, on questions of Christian |
faith, und Christian morals. This is the Cath-
olic theory of Infallibility.

The Protestant theory is the very reverse;
it is briefly this: That every man—being a
non-Catholic of course—is {mtuliible: or thur
every one is infullible except the Pepe.

Tt is in short u self-evident proposition, seif-

Christian, rejects the authority of the Church
on mutters of fuith and wmorals, must be either
o believer in his own personal infullibility, or
else a sceptic, For if he entertain the slight-

as to the truth of the éonclusions to which the

And if

Amongst the intelligent classes of the Protest-

of our churches nobody attenpts to pray at all.
Scotland they stand etill and are prasedto. In

ire.

* Then, and then only, will the real difficalty
present itself. The cessation of foreigu war,
in the actual temper of France, is likely to be
the signal for the breaking out of a civil war,
The South of France is ripe for revolution, and
the cession of territory which seems inevitshle
will precipitate the crisis. As yet we see no
gigns of a formation of a permaneat govern-
ment. The Orleanists have perhaps the best
chance, but the extreme republicans will have
2 word to say in the matter. No one can fore-
see what may occur, but the internal prospects
of France are gloomy in the extreme. Louis
Napoleon has had a hint given him by the
Prussian Government not to write proclama-
tions, or dabble in French politics.

The opposition offered in many quarters to
the giving a dowry out of the public purse to
the Princess Louise on oceasion of her ap-

proaching marriage with the Marquis of Lorne .

isa sign of the waning popularity of the Queen,
and of the growth of an :nti-monarchical sen-
timent amongst the democratic classes, In
spite however of this opposition, the money has
“been voted unanimously by the House of Com_
mons, 3Ir. Gladstone has met with aoother
snubbing from Couat Bismarck, who has re-
fused to receive the letter from Earl Granville
of the 20th ult., offering some suggestions as to
the course which Prussia should pursue in her
treatment of France. M. Bismarck gives the

* yyorld to understand that his - Goverment is not

prepared to tolerate the interference in any
manner of the neutral Powérs.
~ No important businéss has as yet becn trans-

',.a,ctcd in owr PronncmLPaerment at Ottawa,

whelming majority ; indeed it may be said that
all educated Protestants ure sceptics, who hare
seriously addressed themselves to the considera-
tion of the great religious questions, and asked
themselves—*< why should I assume that my
religious views are the truth, when those of my
neighbor—swho is'as honest and as intelligent
ds I ean pretend to be, and who has access to
all the same means of information us those
which T have access to—are so widely different,
not to say contradictory 2" We repeat it: all
Protestants who in 2 modest spirit—that is who
do not believe themselves to be infallible—ap-
proach the domain of dogma, are sceptics—that
is to say they will never be too sure about any-
thing. They will neither deny positively, nor
affirm positively. If pressed for an opinion
they will say that it is not given to man to
know anything in the supernatural order with
certainty; that the utmost that cun be attained
to in religious questions is a high degree of pro-
bability : That Christ, may, or may not, be God ;
that he may, or may nos, have been conceived
by the Holy Ghost, and born of 2 pure virgin ;
that the Gospel writers who assign to him a
supernatural origin could have kuown nothing
of themselves about the matter; that they may,
or may not have beer inspired; but—and this
only is certain—that there is no conclusive proof
of their inspiration, if the testimony of a cor-
rupt Church, which has also proclaimed the
Pope to be, in certain circumstances, infallible
—be inconclusive; that there may be, or may
not be, a resurrection-of the body, and a judg-
ment to come ; an eternal heaven or an eternal
hell. Inshort with the modest Protestant, con-

soious of his liability te err, all religious dogmas

¢ Protestant Traveller;” and the more she saw
of Catholic Churches and Catholic worship,
the more was she impressed, the more was she
astounded at such a novel, and to her fnexplica-
ble phenomenon. ‘F Whenever we saw a church-
door open” says the writer * we went into it;
rested from fatigue in its cool shadows, and
studied life-—lay aod clerical—from the num-
berless points of view it afforded us."—p. 27.

ers the benefit of, It is the afternvon of Holy
Thursday :—

in, & large ambulatory one was perpetually circu-
lating in the outer ares, or praying in the little
chapels. A crowd, most conglomerate in character,
rich and poor ‘ meeting together; as if they really
believed that ® the Iiord was the maker of them all’
Here, for instance, was an old, 8 very old woman,
yellow as parchment, her nese and chin meeting
likea witch's, her shabby clothes hanging round
her shrunker shape as if upon a scare-crow, and her
skinny hands clutching the dirly, tattered breviary
that wag almoest dropping to-pieces, leaf by léaf;

resolve themselves into a ¢ great may-be.”

. Only the shallow, conceited Protestant dares
to be positive on matterssnpernatural. Though
he may not say so explicitly, he implies that
he is infallible; and he will often, most revolt-
ing of all, lay claim to the possession of an
inward light or assurance, which gives him
immunity from all error, and makes .clear to
him the darkest passages of Seripture. IHe
rejects of course as blasphemous the proposi-
tion that the Pope is infallible; but the same
pecaliar privileze he challenges for himself,
and for those who agrec with him.

Farr Fraxce.—By the Author of John Hali-
fux, Gentleman, &e.; Messrs, Dawson Bros,;
Montreal.

. This is a charming little -volume—charming
to every body from its style, and to the Catho-
lic especially charming from the topics of which
it mainly treats.

Miss Mullock, the writer, is a very Protest-
ant lady, naturally of sirong aati-Ronanist and
anti-Ritualistic proclivities, who, in the vears
1867 and 1808 visited France, and, on
her return home, sat down at her desk
to give the public the ¢impressions of a
traveller.””  The result is the work before us.

The nove] scenery, the soctal life, so different

from that of England, which Miss Mullock be-
held in France, are all beautifully deseribed,—
but with these we have nothing to do. That
which most interests the Catholic in this little
work, is the record of the startling, indclible

i impresdons made upon the writer by the as
pect of the relizious life of Catholies, with!
which, in France, for the first time Miss Mul. !

lock became acquainted. This side of French
cxistence she wus never weary of contemplating ;
Catholic churches seem to have exercised over
her a strong overpowering attraction ; the fascina-
tions of a Cathedral she could not resist; and
above all, the strange sight of people praying, yes,
actually praying themselves, and not being
prayed «t, or prayed fo, as is the custom in the
places of worship which in Englind she had
frequented, struck her as something so novel, so
unaccountable, that she is never weary of put-
ting on record the phenomenon, for the first
time presented to her in a Catholie church,

On the very first morning after her arrival

!'in Paris she hastens to attend Catholic worship,

which happened to be an earlr Mass in the
Church of St. Roch, Rue St. Honore—the very
firse Catholie Church she had ever enterad in
her life :— ‘

“ Nothing can be more cpposed to our Ifnglish

devotional idea than this French Church;”

not merely because of its decorations and
architecture, but because of the demeanor of
the people therein hearing Mass, before going

torth to their duily toil :—

“These latter, all knecling, and absorbed every
one of them, in an intensity of devotion that there
is no 1nistaking, snd which vannot possibly be pre-
tence, afiect us wost of all. * ¢ * Butin many
In

England they sit still and are prayed for. Now
thesc people”—(Papists)—+ o0ld and young, rich and

poor, come into the churches, and kneel down and

pray for themselves”
Being Passion Week, the devotees were chiefly

dressed in mourning ; some very richly in silks and
velvets ; rome in black gowns, evidently improvised
for the occusion out of shabby wardrobes; and some
of the very poorest made no attempt at all; they

came just as they were in their daily rags —p.p.
17, 18.
And yet there they were, all alike praying.

The shabby washerwoman in scant and seedy
attire, kvelt side by side with the high born
dame, each unconscious of the other's presence;
both conscious—but conscious of naught be-
sides—of Him YWho deigus to abide with us
in the ever Blessed Sacrament of the Altar;
adoring Him in loving adoration ; laying bare
to Him their hearts, their sins, their sorrows;
casting at His feet the burden so hard to be
borne, aud asking for strength from on high
to bear it; to take up their daily cross, and to
follow Him—though with aching hearts, and
with lacerated feet up the jagged side, and
thorn strewed slopesof Calvary—no matter—so
that step by step, and day by day, they might
but draw nearer to Him. their God.
There they were these benighted Papists, each
with the unmistakable m#k of the Beast on
his, or her fuce, praying, actually praying{!!

Yes!

This was the first impression made upon our

Some of these studies we will give our read-

“ In addition to this stationary congregution with-

while beside her, so close that the velvet mantle
rubbed against the ragged shawl, kaelt an elderly
Indy, dressed in the extreme of fushion, praying out
of a splendid gold-embossed prayer-bogk. Yet the
expression of both faces (% the mark of the Beanw™) was
strangely similar in its intense absorption, ite en-
tire singleness of devotion."—p. 29,

On the other hand our traveller was very
painfully impressed by the sad sight of a|
wonian going into a confessional, and kneeling
down before a Priest. I should like to have
gone up to the young woman” and pulled her
out of the confessional. In fact, like many
other English Protestant ladies, Miss Mulloch
considers that « the two most obnoxious points
in the Roman Catholic Church are, the celibacy
of the clerzy, and the system of the confession-
al.”—p. 30. Towuards picturcs, and sculp-
tures, provided their artistic execution be good,
she is indulgent; and she can speak of them
with a glimmer of intelligence, and of Catholic

' named, the office of Chicf Exccutive

- \-\\
Executive be that of King, orm; s
sense, the true sense of the word, Great Brita;
under Queen Victoria is just as much Rm
public as are the U. States of North .\meﬂe-
under President Grant. The oaly reasop ﬂ?
oue is called a Republic and the other a .\{ony
archy that we cun sec Is this :—That in the ﬁ,si
- h : is held
for life and is hereditary; whilst ju the other
it is held for a term of years, and ise elective
Bat if the word Monarchy implies « gp, »m,;
poicer,” the country ruled by the Presideny i
certainly: the more Monarchical of the tm;
President Grant has more political power ¢,
has Queen Victoria.

Now in the case of Irance, whether (b,
popular vote be cast in favor of g Repubyie
with M. Thiers as President, or for Conuti.
tutional Monarchy with u scion of the House

than

truth, most rurc, and most delightful in a Pro-

testant (— !

“There are” she says speaking of the interior of |
St. Rochs, “ fer instance, in a chapel at the eastern
end two groups, somewhat above life size, of the
Crucifixion and the Entombment, startlingly vivid
in their conception, and very fine in their exccution
—cspecially the first one.  The Saviour lies prone—
extended on the ax yct unlifted cross, to which two
soldicre are in the act of nailing, one a hand, the
other a foot Both puuse, as if appealing to the cen-
turien standing by, < must we do this thing 7—but
the Christ speaks not at all, Infinite submission is
written on His face.  And I think even a staunch

: years, and in the other theoretically f‘or]ife;

of Orleans as King —the office of Clief Ex
ecutive will be elective, and not heredizary-
and the only difference betwixt the Republié
and the Qrleans Monarchy will be, that i, one
Cuse the said office will be held for a tern, of
both eases however, the Chicf Executive oﬁiz.;
holder will be lisble at any moment to 1
posed by a plebiscite, ar revolution,

After all then, whether France call herself

de.

Protestant—knowing how hard is this lesson, which
we must all leacn after him—might stand und gaze |
at the figure, Iving so still and white in the sacred |
; silence of the early morning, and accept from it a |
mute: sermon, as good as maany an anti-papal thun-!
derbolt fulminat-d from some pulpits I conld name.”
—p. §9.

On Sunday she hears 8 am. Low Mass in

| the same church :—

“TI found at St. Roch, early as it was, not much
past 8 4, a considerable congregation—in fact,
two distinet congregations, assembled before the two
principal altars, at vach of which was going on the
basse mase, which every priest is bound te celcbrate
once a day. These who attended it were chiefly the
better order of working people, though there were
some very poor—poorer than any of the folk who
venturo into vur churches on Sunday ; but here they
} are not afmid. There was al<o a large sprinkling of
¢ Sisters of Charity, paying their religious devotions
; before entering on their day's work of practical ser-
: vice—how hard, and how nobly done, probably nuue
i could judge except a Sister of Charity.

“On» of them, which happened to bo close beside
me, will rest or my memory for years. She was
quite a girl, certainly not five and twenty, with fea-
tures correct as a picce of statuary. I never waw a
lovelicr outline of mouth, cheek, and chin, mdlting
ro¢ily down intoa tliroat that was absolutely perfect
in color and form. And the expression—so still, so
absorbud, as she knelt utterly unconscious of my
gaze, counting her beads with fingers that, in spite
of the injury of hard work, were <till finely shaped ;
{ thorough ‘aristocratic’ hands——Raffaelle would bave
i made her into a Madonna at once! One conld not
help thinking, Who was she? what was her his-
tory ? Could any great anguish have awakened this
religious ecstasy, which bad led her to resolve to be
nobody’s wife, nobody's mother, but to spend her
life in the incessamt, often repulsive labors of a
Sister of Charity "—p,p. 100, 101.

Here we see how impossible it is even for
the least prejudiced of Protestants to form an
idea of the Catholic iuner life. They cannot
conceive, even, of the metives which prompt eo
many Catholics of both sexes to devote them-
selves to the Lord. What +great anguish”

has driven them to this? Nay! Nay: not a

an intensé love for Him Who for their sakes
was made man, it is that does this; a love
which deems no sacrifice ton great for Him
Who first loved them ; Who weary, and a-thirst,
went forth to search for them in the wilderness
whither they had gone astray; Who, tenderly
carrying them on His shoulders, brought them
back to the fold ; Who in return for this love,
was scourged, spat upon, erowned with thorns,
and nailed to the cross ; and Who has promised
to every ome that hath forsaken houses, or
brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or
wife, or children for His name’s sake, that He
wili be unto them as father, and as brother, and
will give them everlasting life. This love is it,
not carthly disappointment, that peoples the
cloister, and that peoples heaven ; that makes
the incessant labors of the Sister of Charity not
repulsive, but 2 delight, because truly a labor
of love.

But our space is limited, and we must con-
clude our notice of this very agreeable volume ;
commiending it as we heartily do to the perusal
of all who ecare to study the impressions made
upon the Protestant mind by the phenomena of
Catholic worship.

e

Tne RervBLIc.—F rgjig
the elections have gone i
ings in the Assembly, aJ¥R® tone of the press,
it is generally cxpected that a Republic, with
M. Thiers for President will be proclaimed.
The contest, it contest there is to be, will be
betwixt the moderate Republicans, and the ad-
vocates of so-called Constitutional Monarchy,
under a Prince of the Orleans family. The
Emperor is nowhere; and the elder branch of
the Bourbons is no better placed. _

What is a Republic? wherein does it cssen-
tially differ from the so-called Constitutional
Monarchy? are questions that naturally sug-
gest themselves, Strictly speaking a Republic,
or Commonwealth—wo prefer the Fnglish to
the Latin word—is any State whose Govern.
ment holds from God, through the people, and
is exercised for the common good or weal of
those subject to it: and in this sense it mat-
ters nothing whether the title of the Chief

“ great anguish,” but a greas love; & burning !

Republic; or a Monarchy ; whether M, Thies

or an Orleans I'rince discharge the funetions ot,'
Chief’ Exccutive—the practical difference wij}
be but small; and in so far as there should be
u difference the advantage would be on the side
of the Orleans regime. Franee cannot stand
constantly recurring elections for the head of
the State; such elections would keep her cop.
stantly in hot water, as the saying is; and
though it ix not probable that either King or
Ewmperor in the present socinl condition of
France would be able to transmit his crown te
his son, or to estublish un bereditary dynusty,
yet as he would probably hold his office for life,
the country would enjoy a longer respite from
the political fever,and the dangers of a contested
election.

It is not however, so much the political, :»
the social future of Franee thet should accupy
our uttention. There i9, especially in the lare-
cities, the centres of intelligenco, and amonerst
the artisan cluSses, a very lurge and very iufiu-
ential party who advocate the most advuneed
Communistic theories, and who aro determine]
to earry these theories into praotice, no matter
at what cost. ;

For these men—men of faith who believe jn
Rousseau und Marat ; men of action, be it alwo
remembered, and who do but bide their time, the
words * Chaster, Censtitution, Civil und Ri-
gious Liberty,” have no oharm. They eare
for none of these things, or rather they look
upon them as a positive hindrance to their de-
signs.  Absolutism,—or  political order based
upon the assumption that the individual Las
B0 rights, und that the Family, that Property
fare evils to be abolished ere the new era of
Communistic Fraternity can be inaugurated—
is the only political order which these meu
favor, as under no other form than that of
pure despotism could their theories have any
chance of being carried out.  Tn short the only
political machinery that they look upon with «
favorable eye is the guillotine.

Dread of the ascendeney of this party, and
not love for the man or his corrupt regime now
passed away, was it that securcd for Louis
Napoleon his eightcen yeurs of rule; and pro-
cured for him the support of so many wise and
good men who saw in the seccond Empire, bad
as it was, the only barrier to the ever advane
g wave of Communism, With the army at
Liis back, and the prestige that attaches to the
commander of half a million of disciplined sol-
diers, Louis Napoleon was able to repress or
keep down the dreaded monster, which can be
ruled and kept in subjection only by a rod of
iron. That rod is now broken ; the army will
not, for some years at all events, not uatil it
shall have vindicated the ancient military glory
of France, enjoy any thing like its former poli-
tical prestige; and we muy well be permitted
to doubt whether either Constitutional Re-
publicanism, or Constitutional Monarchy will
long be uble to prevent the outbreak of another
Revolution, which shall sim, not at dynastic,
not at political changes of any kind, but at an
entire destruction of all existing social usages. -
The Family far more thin the State, is what
Communism: abhors, '

ADDRESS TO THE SOVEREIGN PONTIFF.—
The address,and contributions from the Eng-
lish speaking Catholics of Montreal were for-
warded on the 10th inst.; care of course being
tuken that the money should not full into the
hands of any of the members of Victor Emma.
nuel's government, by whom it would un-
doubtedly be stolen, The sum amounted to
$2,788. '

ARCHBISIOP OF QUEBEC, — The consecrs-
tion of Mgr. Taschereau ‘Archhishop elect of
this Province will, if the' Bulls from Rome ar-
rive in. time, take place on -Sunday the nine-
teerth of rext month, that day being the Fes--
tival of St. Joseph, = .. e

<



