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A CHINE SE ROMANCE 0F R3EAL LIFE.

About nine years age, eit the close of the disa8trouo war waged

by the inhabitants of the Chansee niountains upen those of the
iEoyal City of Pekin, one of those remantie episodes occurred
which givo risc to the familiar assertion, that "ltru~th la stranger
tbnn fiction.",

Tchel, a dealcr ini spices and pcrfumery occupied with bis wifé
tnd five sons a enait dwellinii fI th ootevia, or principal strect

!fi Peklin. Eînherrassed Ill Lus, iiss, and witih want staring thcmi
lu the fae, the prospects Offîse famuily wvere aîîything but brilliant,
nultîl the suddeu, deati Ofran uince Il.ft Tehlek theo master of a cou-
siderable fortune, anud gutardiein of Lhia Eungm, the beautiful and
accorrîplishced daiughter of file decettgcd(. (.Ae»f; the wvlfé cf Tchelz,tiîîs >.uddeuily renjoted freon actual peflury f0 comiparative afihis.

unc, r. vd lcrel awotby~vma l evryreet.Nût so ber
huxshuîîd, hcwvh vo ne seone fuid hînseif iii a position in
,tvbic)i lie coîîld &Iratily evesywhvilli tb:u hc plunlgcd iutoil aheadlon)g
course et dissipantionî. As is usuial in. stick cases, a fol and blis
iunoy we oc p:îrted. and Trcliec iws not long Il >squladeriug.
all flecivealth lie lid aircltd Hl) eisoili except Ibant part of it wet
A.side b' lier lulliier :te the liairiege portion iIL liîa Liiug. To gain

of.c~iî ci tbiifileîu lîcertiesit ,iendeorced tlhe girl to become
bis -,vilèlîe dc alike cf bier wisutnie ud file pleadings cf
Ah Saxun, biiý ùcldest boit, w-hio lad long bn-cil fic vesililiy beesîty.
A iti-rel ensuedl ietween h lih ~tiser aud soit, the latter being
aided by E Wah, ri yotinger brother, ini the Course of wbleb Telbek
wvas severciy beiteu 1 id lîis two sous, suppnsilîg hLin tu ho dyitig,
left illeir boule and lied to the City Of lientoili On the Ci HIO rivcr,
nea:Ir (11e gitîf Of PticlCee, WhCre teY Cngttgtd Wrftl a lirni Of fea
growtrs rnd leurned the art of taestijîr, surting and ruixing the
vazrionts brands of tee.

In flic ine.,nfiinie,'Tcbekz hall reoced and resumed bis old dis-
slpatcd babits, lind tbe nioney of Llia Eung i3cou followed the rest
cf bier fatbcr's hardl-earied, savings. Bunt the murder of 'Tehek
by one cf blis associates dJuring a drtsnken orgie la an Opium den,
loft lus uniwilling bride once more frc but Isonniless.

At tbis tinle, in incursion of the' Aslatic negroes frein the Shaino
desert beyond the great n-aIl provedl succesful, and, asnongst other
prisoliers carricd oit by themn werc Geng, thec first .ire of Tchek,
-with bier tbroe rcmaiing sons, Lan Sing, Outh, Chi Gong, and the
bride.widow Lba Eung, who wcre incarcerated te awaît ransomn by
tlir friunds.

Ah Saum and E Wah baving, by thtis time, risen la the service
of the planter to the positions of ovcrseer and valuator of brands,
and being as industrious and thrifty as thoir father Wasl improvi-
dent, soon began to realize the fruits of their motber's good train-
insg. One day, as a train of captives was brought into Tientain,
E Vau feîl into conversation wlth one of the guards, and obtain-
lng bis permission to speair to the prisoners, loarncd front them te
bis utter amazement, that hie inother, brothers, and Ah Sauîn's
betrothed, were prisoners la thec hands of the Sharneese, and could
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only bc released on the paynscnt of an immense ransom. Tlbat
ovcning, liftcr conimunioating tihe sad nows te Ah Sauni, the two
brothers rcsolved on rcscuing their famuily from, the bande of thse
Shamoese, and in ordor f0 necomplisi their projeet, started for the
great Shamuo desedt tbe neit day. Aftor a weary and monotonous
journey of two moallis they ariivod et Nicue l'wang, and wverc îm-
prisoned as spies lit tiîat city, after bcing deprived of aIl the' filoncy
they posscd, 'rhei r imieri sonueut was, tifter four monthl dura-
tien, tormînated ia rathcr a strange maauner. Thecir gauoler had
faîlen lu love wvitl Lbss Eung, -Who was inipriseued in the saine
buildinig, and bearing thse story of the' two brotiiers, thoiiglit the
nîost eflècttiel way of rensloving a daiîgerouis rival was te give Ah
Sauni bis liberty, or ratîser wink at buth escape. Acerdiingiy one
uight, our biero was condsieted to the onter court aud told lie bad
üiglit Itours te get cieur of fthe Shaineese territory. Scarcoly

i kicwiing ýt'Iint be %vas doiîîg, Ali Satins set off. but a few days ator
I wsss cat4uredl by e pîedy froînl a coole slip, ins wiîicls bc waIS cois-
Iveyvil, ithl svra bindred otiiert, te Sait F~ranceisco, wbiere lio
got soine anik lsa eid a litUlp inouey. Frontî there, iu searoli
of a better flid of' ilaor, lie wzindered te St. Lois,4 tt n-hic-h ci ty
lio arrivetl about t-igbitücn nionîba uago. Ileetriiug o>f a fellon--coru-
tryluan of lus n-hio owuo(d. e tiusîdry tîscre, liceoigi ont the place,
ivhen, imagine blis surprise at iiiudîng the latiidr * plant tu ho L
Wash-hls own brother--lons h lie id ieft infL ci Ollesc prison,
aud for vbose relense ansd tbat of I.ba Esuîîg lic ias slewiy saving
rnoncy. Mutil explanations follewede and Ali Satus n-as Uu-
derstrtick te learua tbiat bis affsauced stcpsnother lied eousented to
wted thte gitoler, and it was tbrough lier instrnnmenfatlity that E
WVall a liboratedl. PorSnum was dishopartened and liad notiîing
to live for, 0 lie rcsolved on self-desitruiction. Accordingly, oee
day.he, wsent clown to the piers to bide birseif and his sorrows
ben.,mtth flie Vi-bld waters of the Mississippi. In bc plunged, but
scarccly bcd ho done so, -n-len n gentleman îîassing at the tinte,
leapcd ie nîso, aud seizing hlim by the pigtall, drew hlmn safely
ashoe. Trhc preserver ef Ah Sauln (Who la a prominent inercliant
in Toronto), took him home and hoard bis story, and thon reason-
ing with the woulci-be suicide, sbowed hlm. tîîat there are as good
fish in the sea as ever wero cauglit, but that jumping iuîto the sesa
along with thein ls mot the most profitable method of catching
thein. Ho thon painted in glewing terms the attractions of our
Canadien cities, and flnalîy înduced Ah Saum te accompany hlm
to Toronto, wherc ho now resîdes. But few words of explanation
will non suffice. The gentleman wbo roscued Ah Saum. from a
muddy grave is Mr. T. D. WAKELEE, the senior parteer la thec
Pekin Tea Company, at the corner of Yen go and Albert Streets,
and Ah Sanin and his brother, E Wahl, w ho bias sinco Cerne te
Canada, may ho seen iu their Oriental costume attecnding te eus-
tomera dally as that wcll managed establishmsent.

MORAL-Absence muikes the licart grow fonder-cf somebody
else. C. 3
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