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A CHINESE ROMANCE OF REAL LIFE.

TEE HERO NOW IN TOROINTO.

About nine years ago, at the close of the disnstrous war waged
by the inhabitants of the Chansee mountains upon those of the
Royal City of Pckin, one of those romentic e¢pisodes occurred
which give risc to the familiar assertion, thut ¢ truth is stranger
than fiction.”

Tehiek a dealer in spices and perfumery occupied with his wife
and five sons a small dwelling in the Loofovia,; or principal street
in Pekin, Embarrassed in business, and with want stacing them
in the face, the prospects of the family were anything but brilliant,
until the sudden death of an uncle left Tehek the master of a con-
siderable fortune, and guardian of Lha Eung, the beautiful and
accomplished daughter of the deceased.  Geng, the wife of Tchek,
thus suddenly removed from actual penwryto comparative afila-
ence, proved herself @ worthy woman in every respect.  Not so her
husband, bowever, who no sooner found himself in a position in
which he could gratify every whim than he plunged into 2 headlong
course of dissipation.  As is usnal in such cases, a fool and his
mouey were soon parted, and Tehek was not long in squandering
all the wealth he had acquired so casily, except that part of it set
aside by ber father as the marriage portion of Lha Lung.  To gain
possession of this the heartless scoundrel foreed the gird to become
his wife; heedless alike of her vemnonstrncees and the pleadings of
Al Saum, his cldest son, who had long loved the wealthy beauty.
A gquarrel ensuced Letween the father and son, the latter being
aided by £ Wah, a younger brother, in {he course of which Tchek
was severcly beaten, and his two sons, supposing Lim to be dyiug,
left their home and fied to the city of Ticutsin on the Ci Ho river,
near the gulf of Pecliclee, where they engaged with a firm of tea
growers and learned the art of 1asling, sorting and mixing the
various brands of tea. .

In the meantime, ‘Cehek had recovered and resumed his old dis-
sipated habits, and the money of Lha Eung soon followed the rest
of her father’s hard-carned savings. But the murder of Tchek
by one of his associates during a drunken orgic in an opium den,
left his unwilling bride euce more free but ponniless.

At this time, an incursion of the Asfatic negroes from the Shamo
desert beyond the great wall proved successful, and, amongst other
prisoncrs carried ofl by them were Geng, the first wife of Tchek,
with her three remaining sons, Lan Sing, Outh, Chi Geng, and the
bride-widow Lha Eung, who were incarcerated to await ransom by
their friends.

Ah Saum and E Wah having, by this time, risen in the service
of the planter to the positions of overseer and valuator of brands,
and being as industrious and thrifty as their father was improvi-
dent, soon began 1o realize the fruits of their mothers good train-
ing, One day, as o train of captives was brought into Ticntsin,
E Wau fell into conversation with one of the guards, and obtain-
ing hie permission to speak to the prisoners, loarncd from them to
his utter amazement, that bis mother, brothers, and Ah Saum'’s
betrothed, were prisoncts in the hands of the Shamoese, and could

only be released on the payment of an immense ransom. That
evening, after communicating the sad news to Ah Saum, the two
brothers resolved on rcscuing their family from the hands of the
Shamoese, and in order to accomplish their project, started for the
great Shamo desert the next day. After a weary and monotonous
Jjourncy of two months they arrived at Nicuchwang, and were im-
prisoned as spies in that city, after heing deprived of all the moncy
they posscssed, 'Their imprisonwment was, after four months’ dura-
tion, terminated in rather a strange manncr. Their gaoler had
fallen in love wilh Lha Jung, who was imprisoned in the same

- building, and hearing the story of the two brothers, thought the

most eflectual way of removing & dangerous rival was to give Ah
Saum his liberty, or rather wink at his escape.  Accordingly, one
vight, our hero was conducted to the outer court und told he had
cight hours to get clear of the Shamocse territory. Scarcely
knowing what be was doing, Ah Saum set off; but a few days after
was captured by a party from a Coolic ship, in which be was con-
veyed, with several hundred others, to San Francisco, where he
got some work, and saved a little moniy. From there, in scareh
of o better ficld of labour, he wandered to St. Louis, at which city
e arrived about cighteen months ago.  Mearing of a fellow-conn-
tryman of his who owned a Janndry there, he sought out the place,
when, imagine his surprise at finding the lnundryman to be B
Wab—his own brothet—whom he had left in o Chinesc prison,
and for whose relcase nnd that of Lha Eung he was slowly suving
woney. Mutual explanations followed, and Ah Saum was thun-
derstruck to learn that his affianced stepwother had consented to
wed the guoler,and it was through her instramentality that B
Wah was liberated, Poor Saum was disheartened and had nothing
to live for, 50 he resolved on self-destruction. Accordingly, one
day he went down to the piers to hide himself and kis sorrows
beneath the turbid waters of thie Mississippi. In he plunged, but
scarcely had he done so, when & gentleman passing at the time,
leaped in also, and seizing him by the pigtail, drew bim safcly
ashore. 'The preserver of Ah Saum (who is a promincent merchant
in Toronto), took him home and heard his story, and then reason-
ing with the would-be suicide, showed him that there arc as good
fish in the sea as ever were caught, but that jumping into the sea
along with them is not the most profitable method of catching
them, He then painted in glowing terms the attractions of our
Canadian cities, and finally induced Ah Saum to accompany him
to Toronto, where he now resides. But few words of explanation
will now suffice. The gentleman who rescued Ak Saum from a
muddy grave is Mr. T, D. WARELEE, the senior partner in the
Pekin Tea Company, at the corner of Yonge und Albert Streets,
and Ah Saum and his brotber, E Wah, who has sincc come to
Canada, may be seen in their Oriental costume attecnding to cus-
tomers daily at that wecll managed establishment.

) MORAL.—Absence makes the heart grow fonder—of somebody
else.

Try the fivecent Pure Hav-
ana Cigars at the New Post-office Cigar and
Stationéry Emporium, Corner of Adelaido
and Victoria Streets.

BeLL & Co.’s celebrated Par-
lour Organs. T. CLAXTON, Agent, 197
Yonge Street.

FieLp Sporrs Deror; A. S.
Inving, Wholesale and Retail Newsdealer,
King Strect west.

Irving’s Five-cent Music;
Now Ready. No. 1, entitled, “ MOLLIE
DARLING.” A.S. Inving, King St. west,

Janmes RenrtoN, from London,
Practical Watchmaker, &c., 188 King St.
Last, Torouto. .

“I Have No Home.” Five

Cents. A, 8. Irving, Wholesale News
Dealer, King Street west. .

“ MorLie DarLing.” Price 5
Cents. A, S. Irving, Publisher, Toronto,

S. McCagE, Fashionable Boot

and Shoe Empovium, 59 Queen Stroct west?
Toronto. C

Geo, Erris, Hair and Jute
Switches, Chignons, Curls, Wigs, Draids,
Puffs and Perfumery, 179 Yonge Street.

J. & F.Coorer. The Ameri-

can Shirt Factory. Gents' Furnishings.
129 Yonge Strect.

VireiniA SHAG. Registered.
locts the 20z. Packet.

Wholesale and Retail at the
« IMPERIAL,” 324 Yonge Stroet,

“ Mollie Darling.”  Irice,
5 Cents. The Swcetest Bullad of the day.
A. 8. Irving, King Street west.

«“] Have No Home.” Five
Cents. A, 8. Irving, Wholesale News-
dealer, King Strect west.
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