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PRIZE ESSAY ON ARDENT SPIRITS.
(Continued.)

The first spirit we have scount of in Ecrope was made from
from the grape, and sold as a medicine in Spain and Ttaly under
the Arabian term alcohol* ‘The Genoese were the first who
prepared it from grain, and are said to have made, in the thir-
teenth century, a gainful traflic by selling it in small bottles at a
high price, under the name of aqua vitz or water of life. Distil-
lation waz knownin Francein 1313, and to this day the com-
mon distilled spirit of that country bears the antient name.

In the 14th century medicuted spirits were manufuctured
and sold in Hungary. A queen of that country is said to have be-
come fumous by making a preparation of aqua vite with rose-
mary, which was thought to possess extraordinary medicinal vir-
taes. The m&8icated spirit called gin, which is distilled with
Jjuniper-berries, is paid to have been first prepared in Ilolland in
the 17th century.t Itisstill in vogue among those who labour un-
der certain local obstructions, occusioned by irregular and intem-
perate habits.

‘I'be only regions where no kind of intoxicating liquor is manu-
faclured, are New-Zcaland, New-Sonth Wales, and Van Die-
man's Land.§

CHAPTER 1I.
Effects of Ardent Spirits upon the animcl cconomy.

The first effect of ardent spirit upon the living fibre is stimulat-
ing. This has Leen observed on its application to the web of the
foot of a frog. By the aid of the microscope, it appeared that the
biood in the small vessels circuluted, fur a short time, more ra-
pidly than before. Rubbed upon the human skin, or suufled into
the nostrils in the forin of liquid or of vapour, it augments the sen-
sibility and quickens the circulation upon the surfaces with which
3t is brought in contact. Taken into the stomach in a concentrated
state, it instantly occasions a burning pain.

When swallowed in a stale sufliciently diluted, it throws through
the stomach a glow or warmth, which in many cases is transmit-
ted to the remote organs of the body. Tlhe brain and the nerves
of the senses partake in the exhilaration, and the expressions of
the countenance are vivid and emphatie, changing in quick suc-
eession, in conformity with the rapidly shifting topics of conversa-
tion, denoting that the movements of the mind are led by the in-
fluence of its more remote and capricious associalions.

As the aleholic excitation increases, the passions are easily un-
fulded, as-pity, hatred, ‘generosity, revenge, while the reasoning
puwers and the moral sense are weakened and perverted, and the
degradation of thess noblest atiributes of human nature s mani-
fested by indecert, profune, idiotic, or pugnacious garrulily.

Under the still deeper and more pratracted influenee of this poi-
son, the functions of the senses and the operations of the mind are
slower and lesa cobierent ; the voluntary muscles at the same time
indicating their enfeebled condition, by the falling eye-lid, the
open mouth, the driveling lip, and the hanging head ; and the ex-
Liuusted brain and nerves at length lenve the whole systeni to sink
into a state of unconsciousuess or profound insensibility, which
sometinies terminates in death.

"f'he frco and habitnal ose of ardent spirit, is fullawed by habi.
tual languor in the functions of the organs of the senses, and in
fact of every organ of the body. The physiognomy telis us whay
has been done.  All the exquisite delineations of benevolence, of
delicacy, and of high moral and religious fecling, are cffaced from
the countenance, as their prototypes arce from the mind, and stupi-
dity and selfishness occupy their pluces. Lven strong passion is
but faintly portrayed by the half palsicd muscles of the face, and
sluggishness dwells in tho mind which was ance impelled by a
spirit of activity and enterprisc. The powers of digestion and nu-
trition having been effectually invaded, the stomach admits less
food than before, and the whole system is but imperfectly sup-
plied with nourishment. Numerous chronic discases, with melan-
choly und madness in their train, put in their claim for a residence
in the decaying organs of the body ; and when acute forms of dis-
ease, as thoracic inflammation and pestilential fever, make an at-
tack, the work of ruin, thus begun and prosecuted by alcohol, is
completed by death.

In deep drunkenness thero is lothargy and stupor, the face is
often pale, sometimes flushed, very rarely livid and swollen, and
still more rarely nataral. The breathing is generally slow, some-
times stertorous or laborious, scldom rapid or ealm. The respira-
tory movements aré chielly or wholly abdominal ; the separate
acteof inspiration and expiration, particularly the former, accupy-
jug Lut a short time. The puffing of the cheeks as in apoplexy
exceedingly rare. The extremitios arc almost invarisbly cold ;
the paolse fecble and slow, and not unfrequently imperceptible ;
the pupil generally dilated, though sometiines contracted.

In the bodies of persons dend [rom a fiv of drunkenness, the fol-
Jowing appsarances have been observed, viz.

The Brain. Its peripheral or exterior parts, commonly firm ;
it blood vess?gis'ehgorgc& : tarbid serum beneath the arachnoid
" membrane ; and .t’urlﬁd or slightly bloody serum, often several

ounces, in the ventricles, | S
The Heart and grent vessels flled with ﬂ}gd, blood ; the right

N
»a

jits Jining membrane sometimes of a deep red colour 5 the whole:

side of the heart more distended than the left ; sometimes bioody?
serum in the pericardiom,

The Lungs. Trothy mucus in the air tubes and cells; lower,
portion of the lungs charged with fluid blood ;—sometimnes hepa-‘
tized.

The Stomach contracted and small ; its walls sometimes three:
or four times their nataral thickness and indurated ; the folds of

menibrane soft and casily torn.

The Inlestincs. Inflummation, thickening and softening of the,
lining membrane ; ulcerations of this membrane in the terminal:r
portion of the smull intestine ; occasionally preternatural adhesions
of them to the other viscera as the duodenu:n and the pancreas.

The Liver large and firm ; its surface frequently uneven, pale,
mattled, or orange colured, its interior orange colored, exhibiting
fatty degeneralions.

The Kidneys paler than natural, large, and flabby ; their cut
surfaces'sowmetimes bloody,

[To be continued.]

*The original signification of the word * alcohol,’ is a substanee
which is odorous, and easily evaporates.

tMarewood. $Dr. Thompson.
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Equivecar LLaNGUAGE.—Logicians treat of the importance
of discriminating between univocal and equivocal language,—be-
tween words which admit of but one meaning, and words which
admit of more than one. The equivocal property is sometimes
occasioned by a word being applied in different senses,—and
sometimes by the arrangement ol words or the ommission of
connecling parlicles in sentences. Instances of both may be ad-
duced. The word chase is of the first class. Ifa person were
to say to one individual, ** that was a splendid chase,’’ lie would
understand that the dogs had followed the game over an extent of
country,—and would imagine the flight of fox, hounds, and han-
ters, over hedge and ditch and stream and field and furrow. The
same remark to another would bring to his imagination something
of & different kind, he woyld understand Ly the term, splendid
chase, meroly a well mude iron frame, for conflining prinling
office type, preparatory to * going to press.’’  Other instances,
which are very numerous, necd not be adduced, of .the varicus
values of words as regards their directness of application, and the
unity of idea which is attached to them,

Of the other class, thut in which different meanings may be ex-
pressed by difierent arrangement, emphasis, &c., many instances
might also be advanced, Lut one may suflice as in the former
class,

An aged and cccentric preacher in an inland County of the United
States, is said to have taken the following mode of arousing the
attention of his audience. Finding them drowsy, and inattentive,
he broke off suddenly, in his sermon, and commenced informing
them of some wonderlul things which he had seen in York Siate,

“ Among other worders he said he had seen monstrous great
mosehelos—so large that many of ihem would weigh a pound !
“Yes,” continued parson M., ¢ and moreover they are ofien known
to clinb np on the trees, and bark.' »

The people roused up quickly to hear, and grin at, such travel-
ler’s stories 3 but the next day one of the Deacons remenstrated
with the minister, en the Maunchausen relation in which he had
indulged. ¢What do yon mean ?* enquired the parson,—* why’
replied the deacon ¢ you said that the moschetos in York State
were so large that many of them would weigh a pound ©* ¢ Well,
rejoined the minister, * 1 do really think that a greal many of
them would weigh a pound.” ¢ Bat,” continues the Deacon,
“you also said they wounld climb up on the trees, and bark "
¢« Well sir,” suys parson M., © as to their climbing up on the trees,
[ bave scen them do that---haven't you Deacon i* ¢ O yes.-~
* Well, how could they climb up on the trees and not clind on
the bark
The Deacon was nonplussed, of course, yet the reverend
gentleman rather trenched on the art of ingenious lying,---he
told a story in a manuner calcalated to deceive, and he did deceive
although his words could not have adirect charge of fulsehood
fastencd on them. Such matters, perhaps, may he classed
under the denomination ¢ white lies”’ which some lax moralists
consider of bat little moment. But, as to the equivocal nature
of the langunge,---the double meaning, in the first part of the
story, would be at once renewed by the addition of the words
“* taken together,’’---thus, *“ many of them, taken together, would
weigh 2 pound.’” Aggin, as to the bark part, the repetition of the
particle on or the would make all definite. Thus,  they are
often known to climb up on the trees, and on the bark.””

A desire to prevent this kind of equivocation, perhaps, has oc-
casioned the verbosity of Jaw documents, in which, to avoid all
chanse of being misunderstood, the care seems to be to ensure
that nothing shall be anderstood , as if an invalid, to be kept from

exposure, should be actually buried alive.

TeMPERANCE.—We again give a column on this interesting
subject. Last week we mentiened the influence of a Rev. Mr.
Matthew in Ireland in the cause of Ten:perance, a scrap giving fur-
ther information on this point, since met with, is now subjoined ;
it is from the Waterford Chronicle,

““The Rev. Kr. Maithew has proved himseif to be tha most
powerful and successful agent of the advocates who have yet ap-
peared in the arena of the Temperance Societies. After due re-
flection and prayer, he has talen up the subject, and grace and
blessing appear to attend him in all his acts and footsteps. Though
but a short tirme engaged in the salutary work, he had up to lasy
Sunday evening 42,219 visitors, and, singular to say, not one who
joined the society under him has violuted his pledge. The people
are flocking to the reverend gentleman, and we have heard of se-
veral instances of the most extraordinary reforation, on the part
of his fullowers. At Clonmel, on Wednesday, we saw six per-
sons take their seats for Cork, at Mr, Bianeoni’s office, on their
way to the reverend gentleman. The (riends in Clonmel are re-
commending their servants to visit hin—and, in some instances,
those who join the society are preferred in the employment of
some of the merchants of that town. A poor man who attended
the cars at Bianconi’s office as a menial for adjusting’ packages,
was scarcely ever sober ; he visited Father Matthew ; since hia
return his conduet has been more exemplary, so much so that Bi-
anconi has promoted him to the care of the stables, and that gen-
tleman has been leard to say, that if the man perseveres ir his
present good conduct, he will place him in a more beneficial and
respectable situation in Lis establishment, On our way to the
Clonmel, the driver, Owen Sullivan, stated that he had joined the
society under Father Matthew ; that he was in the habit of taking
sometimes two glasses of whiskey, three pints of beer, and two
tumblers of punch, daily, some days more and some days less,
and that since his visits he would not for any price take a glass of
whiskey. In the county of Cork a inember died, 5000 other mem-
bers attended his funeral, and, when interred, they raised a sub-
scription for his widow.’"

This is a pleasing evidence of ** how it works" in Ireland,
where, from the social habits of the people, the cause was expect-
ed to make but slow progress. They have teken it up, however,
it appears, with their usual warmth, os the journey of about furty
miles, from Clonmel to Cork, by six persons, for the purpose of
visiting the favourite advocnte of Temperance, proves. The per-
sons named ** Friends®’ in the extract, are members of the society
called Quakers, a most prosperous and- influential body of people
in that part of the world. Mr. Bianconi is an extensive horse and
car proprietor. He runs most of the jaunting cars which traverso
the rouds of Ireland, and keep up the communication by a cheap,
speedy, and pleasant mode. Ile owns some hundreds of good
cattle, and excellent cars, and his name is familiar in every nook
of the land.

Literarure.—A sort of literary warfure is going on between
two ** big-bugs,”’.of the ¢* periodicul”’ world,—Bentley’s Londen
Miscellany, and the Knickerbocker, New York, Magazine. The
latter has charged the former with appropriating, withont due
acknowledgement, articles published in the Knickerbocker, written
by Washington Irving. DBentley attempls to explain, but the
IKnickerbocker reiterates the charge in round terms, and shows
but little courtesy to the conduct or talent of its transatlantic co-
temporary.

A Mr. Goodrich has been lecturing in New York, on Ireland.
The lectures are historical, containing delineations of manners and
customs, and advocacy of the Irish character. Some of the most
respectable nf the newspapers speak highly of Mr. Goodrich’s
discourses. Mr. Espy has been lecturing in New York on his
theory of storms,—his means of procuring rain, &c., and appears
to have made a very favourable impression.

The proprictors of the Mammoth Sheet, called the Boston No-
tion, are about to publish the whole of Nicholas Nickleby on
one sheet, and tosell it at 6} cents! Itis supposed that a
million numbers will be so!ld. The work costs in England
upwards of 20s sterling. At the price proposed, and the supposed
sales, the proceeds would be upwards of £15,000. A profit of
two cents on each would leave between £3000 and £4000 clear
gain to the publisher. Raise the price to 8 cents, and give the
author the surplus, he would thus get about £3000 for his la-
bour. This is a proof that literary productions may be sold at an
extremely low price, and yet remunerate all concerned. In such
attempts however, there is a great risk cf a vast quantity of waste
paper, which will always act as a safety check on speculators.
Publications according to the common mode pay the cuthor, by
means of a high price, and at a small comparalive risk in publica-
tion. Dut suppose 100,000 copies, reckoning a very small profit
on each, and then a dul] sale ; the result would be an awful dehi
to the printer, boak-binder and paper-maker, which might prevent
the blotting of any more foolscap for some time.

An American edition of the poetical works of Edmund Spencer,
with notes, is announced. Nicholas Nickleby has been published
in a volume, with illustrations, in Philadelphla. The new work
by Dickens is to appear simultaneously .in England and America.

The Press is an organ of great power at present,—itisto b



