8

THE CHURCA GUARDIAN

May 1, 1895,

—_—

—_—

Che Chuech Guardian

~— : EDITOR AND PROPRIETOR ; —

L. H. DAVIDSON, Q.C, D.C.L., MoRTREAL

Address Oorresspondence and Communications to the
Editor, P. O. Box 304, Montreal. Excbanges to
P. O, Box 2186. For Buslness Announce-
ments See page 15.

CALENDAR FOR MAY.

—

May 1-8r Priuip and St. JAMEs, A, & M.
“  5-—~3rd Sunday aftor Easter, .
#  12—41h Sanday after Easter.
#  15—5th Sunday after Laster, [Notice of

) Royation Days and Ascension Day.]

“ 20—

u 21-—-} Rogation Days, Fast,

) 22__

¢ 23—AscensioNn Day, (Pr, Pas. M. 8, 15,
21. E. 24, 47, 108, Ath. Creed.
Prop. Pref, till 30k inclu.]

% 26—Sunday after Ascension.

OUR ELDER SCHOLARS.

A, PAPER READ BY 1HE REV. T. E. TEIa8MOUTH
Suore, ut & Meeting of the Dewisham
Rural Deanery Church Sunday Schools
Associstion (Lewisham and Cat-
ford District)

[ ConTiNuED.]

(B.) And secondly, let us be more definite in
our teaching. Let us not be content with little
morsl homilies, but let us 1ry and holp thom to
realise the grand conception of the Catholic Church,
Let ue try to impresson thum the magnificence
of the privileges to which they were admitted
in the Sacrament of Buptism, whon they were
made members of Christ, children of God, and
inheritors of the kingdom uf hoaven, Let us
teach them that if they are proud of being
English boys and girly, ten thousand times
more ought they tp be proud of being members
of the Holy Catholic Charch, the mystical Body
of Chnst. And, above ull, every child 1n our
schools ought to be taught to leok forward to
Confirmation a8 the great ovent, of their lifo, ad.
mitting them to the fulness of the Chrisiian
coverunt, and to the full enjoyment of their
Christian righte and privileger, 'Chey want to
bo made to understand that if it is » duty to go
to church, it is far more & duty to be a devout
communicant, They want to be shown that
that:Sucrament is not a kind of apiritual luxury
for a few particularly good people, but thatit is
the menns ordained, not by men, but by Christ
Himself, of conveying pardon to the sinfni soul,
renewed sirength to the wenry, and comfort to
the sad ; can we wonder if the Gospel fails to
attract them if wo do not put it before them in
its sacramental fuloess ? Lot us then avoid
holding out attractions which have no warrant
in the teaching ot the Muster Teachor, Don't
let us tell our children that the good are always
prosperous and happy in this world, and the
wicked miserable and unsuccessful. Surely
thig has a vory different eound from, “ If any
man will come after Me, lot him deny himsolf,
and take up his cross, aud follow Me,” Lot us
set bofore them the greatness of the task, the
fierceness of the battle that is before them, that
they may be fired with the enlhusiasm that
eprings from the sense of difficultios to be con-
fronted and dungers to bo fuced. Not selfish
bappiness, but self-sacrificing labour is the
Christian ideal, And we want to bring this

home to them in every way ; to give them
little posts of responsibility, little works to do,
that they may understand that they have a
trust (rom God, and a work to do for Him.
Teach the children that the kingdom of Christ
is no place for idlers, but for workers, and the
Divine nature that is within them will answer
to a call B0 noble, so difficult, and therefore so
convineing,

IV. 1 now come to a particular organisation
which has been started with s view to pulting
a stop to the lenkage which goes on among, the
elder lads of the Sunday-school. I mean the
Cruren Lap's Brigape, I don't of course,
suggest that it supplies a complete panacea for
the evil under consideration, bat I do think that
it is a movement which is likely to be fruitful in
good results,

(i) A word as to its history.

Tn 1883 the Boys' Brigade was sturted in
Glasgow. It grew with amazing rapidity, and
its success suggested the idea uf forming a
similiar organisation on definitely Church lines.
In 1891 (July) the first compuny was started
by Mr. W. M. Gee in connection with St.
Andrew’s, Fulbam, and on October 0th iu the
same yeur ihe movement was formually in-
aupgurated. At the end of May, 1893, there
were 163 companiesin existence, numbering not
less thun 8,000 lads, including four in Canada,
and this without issuing any circulars to call at-
tention to the work.

(ii.) Iis methods.

It adopts the military organisation, i.e., every
boy on joining bernmes amenable to strict mil-
itury dizcipline. Heis provided with a smart
equipmont of belt, cap and badge and haveraack,
Everybody knows what an attraction soldier-
ing has for a lad, and the Church Lind’s Brigade
impresses this natural attraction into its
gervice, At the samo time it is not intended
to make soldiers of the boys. The military
organisation of the Brigade is intended (1) to
attract lads to it, (2) 10 present to them in a
form which they can sppreciate the two idens
of Discipline and Duty. And these two are
after all only another aspect of two great and
complementary truths of Christianity,

(a.) Disaipline. A hoy learns that when he
© fallsin,” he ceuses to be an independent isolat-
ed atom, but is a part of a larger whole. He
Joarns the differenco between an organised body:
and o mere aggregation of chance unita, Dis-
cipline, in fuct, is the subordination of the in-
dividuul to the whole. The brigade, the regi-
ment, the company, acts not in accordance with
the ideas of eich member of it, but in obedience
10 the commands of its oficer. To nis will each
ono must subject his own will. What is this
but the same great iruih that *“If any man will
come after Me, let him deny himself, and take
up his cross and foliow Me.” Insensibly a boy
leurns self-control.

Discipline again inspiros esprit de corps, the
sepse,  thatb is, of unity, jealousy not tfor the
honour of the individual but of the body. What
is this again but the very spiril which should
animate a Church which is emphatically a body,
the Body of Christ ?

(B.) Again the military orgamsation em-
phasises the senses of Duty. Xach boy has his
own duty to perform. Some are sergeants,
corporals, lange-corporals, some are told off for
epecial dutics, all huve to execute their own
pat with precision if the company is to drill
smartly, Thus alad is taught to feel his own
individuual responsibility, He learns what St.
Paul meant wheu he said that ** the body is not
one mcmber but mary.”

Given this basis, then, it is plain that endless
developments ate opened out, Once we have
got the boys logether, all kinds of agencies for
tho promotion of their moral and physical, as
well as their spiritual, health can be organised.
Of the first kind are drum and fife bands, gym

nastic classes, ambulanc&lasses. & seaside
camp, lads’ club, &c., and of the latter Bible
classer, church parades, medals for best at-
tendance at Sunday school, &, Whatever is
done all is done in the spirit of duty, in the
spirit of discipline, in the spirit of reverence,
which becomes those who are the soldiers of
Christ and bave taken for their watchword the
stirring words of the great Apostle, “ Fight the
good fight,"—Church S. S. Magazine,

THE HOLY SCRIPTURES.

From A Series or Parers By the Rev. Jonx
Paryer, in the Family Churchman,

We have now seen that during the long
centuries of Jewish and Christian history the
Holy Scriptures of both the Old and New
Testaments have without doubt been regarded
as comprising an inspired literature ; distinet
in every living feature from all other composi-
tions, not only a8 claiming and receiving
superior homage, but alro—and as the founds-
tion of that regard—as being among the litera-
tures of the world the writings which alone
directly set forth the revealed will of God. No
other literature can claim fo occupy the unigue
position of the Holy Secriptures. No other

would have been allowed to occupy that posi-
tion in the Jewish Church, and such a fact can-
not but weigh greatly in their favour, especially
if we bear in mind that other writings emunated
subsequently to the Old Testament from Jewish
sources, and although they are now received by
one branch of the Christian Church as of equal
authority with the Seriptures of the Old and
New Testuments, yet their claims were never
regarded by the Jewish Churct in the same
light or degroe as were those of the Scriptures
universally acknowledged as containing the

‘pure Word of God,

In all the ages and generations of mankind
God has bad a people whom He has led doubt-
less in many ways, but always principally, if
potsolely, with a view to one eternal purpose—to
bring them near to Himself, that they wmay
become partakers of the Divine life and glory,
the source and supply of which mustever be in
Himsell alone, And among the meane He has
used to effect this purpose stands forth in
honour, presminent and Divine, the rovelation
of Himself' in tho Person of our Lord Jesus
Christ who through death oyercamedeath,and
is the Giver of eternallife to as many as receive
and follow Him (St. John i, 12-14; x, 27, 28).
Aud so, if ail other testimouy in favour of what
has so long been regarded and reverently
troasured as the Word of God were wanting,
the testimony of the Giver of eternal life to His
people, who is also the express Personal Revel-
atinn of the Father, would, so far as He has de-
liberately and avowedly given such testimony,
be sufficient to confirm the truth and character
of the Written Revelation. And we shonld ba
thankful indeed that that testimony has been
given, and given in no doubtful terms, So that
we cannot receive the Gorpels we cannot receive
Our Lord's teaching as therein set forth, if we
are true and entire beliovers in Him and in His
teaching, without receiving His testimony to,
authoritative sanction and recognition of, those
purts of Holy Scriplure, espeeially of the Old
Testament, which are now mostly called in
question. To the mere critic—not that we uso
the word to disparage true and reverent
criticism, but in referring to the student,
patient and learned it may be, but yet whose
whole interest is in criticism apart from its
fruts—such ao, argument as the foregoing
may seem rather to evade than to fuce diffi-
culties. To such an objector we .may wel
reply :—(1) Are not tho difficulties which are



