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DECISIONS REGARDING NEWSPAPERS.
1. Any person who takes & paper regularly
'"m the Poat ofice, whetber directed to his own name or
wnnthar's, or whether ho has subsertbed or not, ig respon-
wthle for payment.

2. I¢ 8 porson orders his paper discontinued

- ho 17st pay all arrears, or the publisher may continue to
send i1 until payment 18 made, and then collect the whole
ammint, whether the paper is Laken from the affice or not
3. In suits for subacriptions, the suit may be
1astitated in the place where the paper is published al
tough the subseriber may reside hundreds of miles sway
4. Tho courts have docided that refusing to

Ln take newepapears or pericdionls from the Post office, or

ramoving and leaving them nnoalled for, 18 prima facts
evidenge of Intentlonal fraud.

OALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER.

Serr. 7th—14th Sanday after Trinity,
*  14.h—16th Sunday after Trinity.
[otice of Ember Days,]
Sepr. 17th—
¢ 19th—
¢ 20th—
21st—16th Surday after Trinity, St. Mat-
thow A, & M. Athan, Cteed.
28th—17th Sunday after Trinity. Notice
of St. Michael.
29th—St. Michael and All Angels.

} Exser Days.

. THE POSITION AND WORK OF THE
LAITY IN THE CHURCH.

By o Rev. MsnvicLe M. Mooke, Reoror oF
ok Cuvsol oF TAE HoLy TriNniTY,
NasnviLLy, TENNESSEE,

———

al OAUSES OF WEAKNESS,

Probably in nine cases out of ten where a
Puarish is struggling for existonoe, the fault is
mainly laid upon the Roctor in obarge,
Clergymen come and go, snd to each is attri-
buted some fuult that has served to retard the
success of the Parigsh.  Each successive Raatar
is expected to infuse new life into & dead or
dying Parish, and to accomplish alone and un-
aided such results as will put the Parish upon
a firm basis. Baot the samo old struggle is
repcated, and oftontimes sosrcely a year passos
ero 8 resignation is sent to the Vestry, 1o"be at
once accepted, bocause, ‘the Parish is not
prospering under our present Reotor, and
porhaps we will now be able to get a man who
will build us up.’ If speoific charges are made
they aro usually against some peouliarity of
oharacter, which is supposed to neutralize all

- the good traits of the man.  But if the unsuo-
cessful and dizcoursged Rector is avked his
view ef the cause of failure, he will probably
attribute it to & lack of general ao operation on
the part of the people. And we would ask if it
does not soem entirely reasonsable to suppose,
that if en honest, capable, earnest map, not-
withstanding & few unimportaat idiosynerasies,

wero generally and heartily seconded in his

'|is addreesed to Clergy and Laity,

Parish work, there would nnt more frequently
be success where failure is now witnessed ?
Oar proposition is, that
THE OHUROH'S WORK

is to be done by the Laity equally with the
Clergy. Let us understand, humanly speaking,
of what the Church cousists. 1t has two com-
ponent parte; it is composed of Clergy and
Laity, of Priests and People. While in one
sense all its members may be spoken of as con-
stitating a royal priesthood, yet for its
priscipal object and work the Church’s com-
ponent parts must consist of Clergy and Laity.
For there cannot be a Church composed of
either part alone. They are as inseparable as
the two great commandments, love to God and
love to man, or as the two prime factors of
salvation, faith and works, Such being the
composition of the Church, we must necessarily
undersiand tho purpose of its existence, These
purposes may be classed under the three general
heads of TracminG, HELPING and WorsBIPING.

TEACHING.

As theso three duties are the work of the
Church as a whole, the obligation and respon.
sibility of doing this work does not and csnnot
rest upon either part of the Church alone. To
teach, to help, to worship, and undoubtedly the
duties of the Clergy, Bat ig it, can it be, more
their duty than the Lisity’s? The Clergy have
irdeed vowed before the Altar to forsake
and eet aside all worldly cares and atudies, and
to give themselves wholly to their racred
duties. But the work is & Church work, because
the Church is the light to lighten the world,
and therefore the divine command, ‘et your
light so shine before men,’ is & command that
True, it is
writ{en, ¢ the Priest's lips should keep know-
ledge, snd they should seek the law at his
mouth; for he is the messenger of the Lord of
Hosts But a8 often as it happens, as it did in
the reign of Ara, king .of lauravly “that the
people are left without the true God through
ignorance, left withont & teaching priesthood,
left without clearly defined exposition of God's
laws, it necessari y follows that God forrakes
those by whom He is forsaken, snd sin, snd
crime, and moral and religions anarchy pre-
vail. If the confessédly growing turpitude of
business, social and politioal life in our times,
is appalling to devout and thoughtful minds,
we do not hesitate to say that it is equally as
appalling to witness the weakness, the timidity,
and the time-serving cautiousness with whioch
tho Church, as & whole, attempts to rebuka it,
or oven stands in shameless silence before it.
Tho Priest’s lips should keep knowledge, in-
deed, and the law should go forth from his
mouth, for he is especially the messenger of the
Lord of hosts, But will any one dare tu say
that the Laily are exempt from keeping the
law ? or from the duty of knowing it and en-
foroing it upon others? Will any one dare to
say that the Laity, Christ’s own brothers, sur-
named with His name, are not in equal measure
rerponsible for the dissemination of a know-
ledgo of Gud's law, and for its enforcement in
business, rocial, apd political life?

THR BREEPONSIBILITY

is not that of the Priest alone, It is on the Churoh,

and he is but & part of the Church, and is to do
but & part of the Churoh's work. A report on
Lay Helpers in the Journal of the Diocese of
Long Island for 1885, says: ¢Here is the root
of the matter, When cur Laity are willing to
acknowledge the respontibility of their own
vows, to fight and serve in the causo, then shali
we have a band of Lay Helpors whose power
for good it were impossible to caloalate. ~ Will
not the Laity veocognize the datics and vows of
the royal priesthood into which they have bsen
oalled ? Until they do, the work will be but
imperfectly done, the Church be clogged and
hampered &s sho strives to march onward and
heavenward, and the Master look down with

tender reproach, if not with hot displeasure
upon those who work not, while they pray—Of
Thy great mercy vouchsafe, we beseech Thee
80 to direot, sanctify and govern us in our v e,
sent work by the mighty power of the Holy
Ghost, that the Comfortable Gospel of Christ
may be truly preached, truly realized, and truly
followed in all places, to the breaking down the
kingdom of sin, Satan. and death; till atlength
the wbole of Thy dispersed sheep, being
gathered into omne fold, shall become partakers
of everlasting life.'’ If the Laity are what
God's word says they should be, that is, ohild.
ren of light, then they are commanded to let
that light shine before all the world. The law
ot knowledge, eapecially knowledge of God's
Word, imperatively demands diffasion, It can-
pot be shut up in 4 few heads only with safety,
because ignorance will grow too strong for it,
and will eventusally defy or rule it. History
tells this fact over aud over again in regard to
the family, the state, and the Church. There.
fore, no matter how much knowledge the clorgy
possess, if tho other copstitnent part of the
Church becomes an ignorant part, an unteach-
ing part, eventually the ignorance within and
without the Church will rule or defy it, Now,
i

THE AVERAGE OHURCHMAN

of our day falling into a dangerous state of ig-
noraace eoncerning religion and the Church ?
Wo think he is, and we suggest to the reader
some proofs which he may uso a8 opportunity
presents, Woe will ask him to ascertain how
many there are of his immediate friends, in the
Church, who can give an intelligent explaua-
tion of thefandamental doctrines of Christianity,
and their application to the human soul; or how
many who can explain the dostrine of Original
8in, and its confequences and remedies; or how
many can explain the Catholic doot ines of
Justification by Faith, of Good Works, of I;f‘ed-

destination and Eleatisn, ~~3 wcwid nature
cuiuacy of the Sacraments. Or let him ascer-

tain how msny can comprehend and intelligent-
ly teach the Church Catechism, or how many
have any clear idea of the origin, growth, and
continuity of the Holy Catholic and Apostolio
Church. Apply these tests, and the resnlts
may well cppear appalling,  Bat

THE OONSEQUENOES;

think of thosel We ask, oan the knowledge of
a few thouessnd Clergy, and the lamentable
ignorance of a & fow hundred thousand Laity,
have any approoisble effeot for good upon the
millions upon millions of ignorant, careless, in-
different, sinful souls that copstitute tho ob-
jeotive point of tho whole Charch's work on
earth 7 In short—for the subjectis a largeone,
and this is only an attempt to give direction to
the thoughts of others—in short, that man who
ig 4 Christian, & professed disciple of Chr's,
who is not studying the dootrines of Christ,
who is not daily becoming more familiar with
God's word, who is not informirg himself of the
true charaoter, history, work and duty of the
Church, which is Christ's Body, and who, con-
gequently, is not thus fitting himself to dis-
charge his part of the teaching duty of tte
Church—snch & man is a drone in the Charch,
is ap useless membor of Christ's Body, is an
obstractioniet to the labors of others, is &
hinderer of those who would enter into the
kingdom of Heaven; and the sooner such chaff
is awept out of the way, dead, and buried with
the Church’s servios, the sconor will good and
trane men be found to ocompy the place of ke
barren and unfroitful.

(To be Continued )

“SUCHADIVINE AND COMFORTABLE
THING."

It is 8 safo guard in any inquiry cosncctcd
with religions questions—the declaration of St.
Paul, “now we know in pari.” After sll the

vain beasting of natural philosopby, what has



