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It is ta be 'hoped that DeanÇrmchael '
soon pay London, another visi.

The city churches are being -deoorated
Christmas, and the choirs are busily engag
preparing special musie suitable for thé fest
seson.

HAYSVaLE.-A new furnace has just b(
put up in the Rectory, and the Rector, Rev.

arding, appreciates the kindnese and fLa
thought of the congregation.

ST. JoHN's.-The tenth anniversary of
opening of the new church hre was held
Sunday, Dec. 13th, when able and eloqu
sermons were preached by his Lordship, Bis
Baldwin. The congregations were large, E
the services of an interesting character. S
cial collections ware taken up in aid of -
school-house. The Rector assisted in the si
vice.

DIOCESE OF ALGOM.A.

NoTEs. flaKo NiPiaoN.

4th. Growth in our Indian Missions is soi
times hindered by difficulty and opposit
from w ithout. But one or two new convc
have been added ta the settlement at Negwo
nang since its first establishment. This ]
not been owing to any scantiness of mater
stilt less ta any remissness on the Missionar
part. Among all the laborers 'in the Ind:
field who are bearing the burden and hast
the day, nowhere can one be found more iu
fatigable or self-denying in his efforts to br
the blessed light of the Gospel to those i
are " sitting in darkness and the shadow
death." But, toil as he may, let the follow
narrative, taken from his own lips, illustr
onc form of difflcuity with which lie has
contend :-

"Last summer" Baid Mr. Renisan, " a E
sage was brought to me that the pagan Idi
at Nopigon Post, about forty miles off, w
anxious that I should visit them. Interprot
this message as a call from God, I made :
preparations, and started on the 29th of Ju
accompanied by Michael and bis son Jo]
We reached our destination by August '
The pagans received me kindly. I spent t
days among them; instructed them as fally
was possible, and baptized a numbér who
pressed their desire to become Christin
Among them was one woman of very dimi
tive stature, hump-backed, and carrying
child in ber arme, who, while the instruct
was going on, separated herself from the oth
and went down taowarde the edge of the la
evidently anxious to get me to follow ier.
doing so, and questioning ber, she said she I
been a bad woman, and had don many wiel
things. Long ago, when she was young, i
hid a vision, which had troubled her ail ]
life and made her afraid ; and unless this f
could be taken away, and her sins forgiv
she did not want to be baptized. I told ier
good news of the Gospel of Christ more ful
and afterwards admitted ber to His fold. Sh<
ly after I returned to the Mission, accompan
by Medawenene and bis two sons, and a sot
of Penawenene, who were anxious to sea
themselves and the rest of tha band what -
lande and bouses at Negwenenang were Il
On my arrivai I surveyed three lots for th
families. Our visitors, having made their
servations, set out on their return, with the
tention of coming back and building th
bouses this fall. Michael and his son w
with them, taking with them a canae la:
enough for the whole party, and a supply
flour, pork and teas. P. and his family set,
in this canoe, but had esarcely covered th:
miles of the journeywhen they were overtal
by - and -, 'who' told them that the 1
sionary only wanted ta kidnap their-childr
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and threatened Michael with bodily violence if
he attempted ta take them away. This fright-
ened the poor pagans, and they abandoned the
idea of joining the Mission. The others wero
also told that if they joined us they could nover
again obtain anything froi the store. Michael
returned in savon days, disappointed in his er-
rand, nothing being laft of the supplies, which
had cost about $30."

Such is the plain, unvarnished story of our
Nepigon Mission, its present condition, and th
difficulties that hinder its progress. But non
of these things move us, save ta a greater faith
and a more unflagging perseverance. With
God nothing is impossible. Even in the ap-
parently disappointing results of Mr. Renisori's
visit to those poor pagans thare is this muci ta
encourage us, that the good seed muet have
found lodgment in some of those who listened
to it. It cannot, all of it, have beau as water
spilled upon the ground. Even in consciences
as ignorant and minds as dark and degraded-
and, from what we beard of some of their
habits, a deeper degradation could hardly be
conceived-thare muet have beau something in
the Gospel they hoard to appeal to any linger-
ing remnant of religious instinct that still re-
mained in them, and if so, a beginning bas
been made, and that, for the present, suffices.
Sooner or Inter-and if later, still soon enough
for God's purpose--the tiny seed will gormin-
ate, and we shall sec, as a thousand times ai-
ready elseiwheire, first the blade, then the oar,
then the full corn in the car. Meanwhile, our
very confidence in the Divine promise forbids
any slackening on our part. The words which
Elliot, "the Apostle of the Red Indians," in-
scribed at the end of his own Indian grammar
may well furnish our motto:-

"Prayer and pains, through faith in Jesus
Christ, will do anything,"

while, as a pledge a success, we noed none
botter or more inepiring than this word, in
which we have beau made to trust:-
"Ask of Me, and I shall give thee the heathon

for thine inheritance."
E A.

CONTEMPORÂRY OU.RCR OPTNIO.

The Church Times, in an article on "So-
cialism," says:-

The weak point of Socialism, in aIl its forme,
is that it supposes the abolition of religion
would croate an enthusiasm for Humanity,
which in point of fact is not natural or pos-
sible to mankind, except as the direct reuit of
belief in the Gospel. If a Secularist, or a
Comtist, or a Socialist, professes zea for the
public good, or for the good of the human race,
ona of three things may be takon for granted-
ho retains Christian ideas, though in his case
they have degenerated into a superstition; or
ha sees that public opinion is still Christian,
and he seeks to gain profit or applause by talk-
ing as people think; or ha is sincere, but an
idiot. For while unselfishnese l the common-
sense of the Christian religion, it is the merest
drivel in those who do not bolieve in a future
reward. If aur existence is bounded by this
life orly, it is stark folly to tbink of anything
but how to make aur little day yiold us the
greatest possible pleaeure; and after all that is
how it strikes, how it always bas struck, and
how it always will strike, mankind so far as
its views are influenced by revealed religion.

The Family Churchman says :-
Often and often we are asked to bewail the

lamentable ill-success of foreign missions. Some-
times we are even inclined to blasphemously
think that the power of the Gospel is waning,
or that its "proclamation" is of none affect.
This feeling ehould be dispelled by one very
pregnant fact. An Indian missionary recently

called the whole of Hinduism in evidonce of
the power of the Gospel. We have becama Bo
accustomad to hear Ilindus, whather conserva-
tivo idolatars or not, splck of the Suprenie
Being as the perfection of holinees, justice,
goodness, and truth, that we forget that thitis
conception of God las boan adopted by then
froi Christianity. No such god is found in
the Hindu panthoon. . ln point of faut, Ilindu-
isi has assimilated the Christian conception of
God, and in consequenco, a largo monsure of
Christian morality. Thus inscrutable are the
works of God I For did our missionary efforts
yield direct and immodiate fruit, assurodly it
would cheapen and imporil our own faith.

The Standard of the Cross says:-
Now that the English elections are over, the

friends of the established Church will probably
find that they wora unduly alarnod for her
safety. The energy of the clergy indeed is
named as one cause of the " Tory ronction."
But aven if thc Liberals had succcoded to the
fullest extent anticipated, thore could have
been no bweoping spoliation of tic Churcli. An
age of dishonesty, procLaimning itsolf by the
misappropriation of trusts of overy sort, might
plumier the Church; but thiis j not such an
age. There vould bo talk of som loading
abuse; soma place to begin the disondowment,
if there wero any present intention or definito
tendency in that direction. For the sako of
those who looked upon the contest as a struggle
between religion and irreligion, howevor, it js
a mattor of rejoicing that the friands of thi
Church proved themselves so string. If the
clorgy are credited with an important share of
lie result, it shows that they have influence
with the people; the poople would not vote to
sustain th prorogittives of an arrogant ordor
in which the laity have no intorest.

Tha Noiw Yorlk Chiurchman, in an article on
the "Wills of the Living," speaks thus fora-
ibly:-

ILt i tobe adnitted that legacios have no in-
significant place in the support of religious
work, la the Congrogationalist Ainorican
Maao Missionary Socioty, for instance, whoso
total annual recoipts are fron $350,000 ta
$400,000, quito onc-ifth is derived from lega-
des. With the Domestie Committoe of our
own Missionary Society, the legacies wore ona-
sixth of the total roceipts in 1880 and in 1881;
in 1882 ono-third, and in 1884 one-quarter.
But largo as they arc, and great as is the help
dorived from thom, thera is a botter dependenco
upon the systenatic offerings of the living.
It is the wills of the living, not of the dead, on
which the Church must rely. It is the wils of
the living, their determinations to subject them.
selves, body and soui, to the service of Christ,
that God expects and demands.

Indeed, a man's stowardsiip coases with hie
death, and after that others muet take up the
stewardship which ho bas exercised over any
portion of the world's goods. Every one muet
labor ad must givo whilo ho lives. Thus only
can ha bring himself into subjection to th will
of Christ; thus only can he show his love for
Christ.

The Living C/urch says:
If only Churclhmen could he made to roalize

that if the Churcl is not missionary, eha is
not primitive, for the disciples went everywhere
preaching the Word : sic is not Apostolic, for
the Great Commission givern ta the Church
through them was missionary ; sic cannot be
Cathalie, for without missions she can never
become universal. Hence, if Churchmen look
themsolves up in parish isolation and selfishness,
if they turn coldly away from appeals for aid for
mission work, or if they respond with only a
fractionnl currency generosity, they not only
retard the progress of the Church, but they aleo
impeach its verity-practically unchurch it,


