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plete in itself, he furnished it as well as he could with the
needful carpenter, mason, blacksmith,and shoemaker. These
inland villages, called respectively Bourg Royal, Bourgla
Reine, and Bourg Talon, did not prove very thrifty. Where-
ever the settlers were allowed to choose for themselves, they
ranged their dwellings along the watercourses. With the
exception of Talon's villages, one could have seen nearly
every house in Canada, by paddling a canoe up the St.
Lawrence and the Richelieu. The settlements formed long
thin lines on the edges of therivers; a convenient arrange-
ment, but one very unfavorable to defence, to ecclesiastical
control, and to strong government. "The king soon discover-
ed this ; and repeated orders were sent to concentrate the
inhabitants and form Canada into villages, instead of cbzes.
To do so would have involved a general revocation of grants
and abandonment of houses and clearings, a measure too ar-
bitrary and too wasteful, even for Louis XIV., and one ex-
tremely difficult to enforce.  Canada persisted in attenuating
herself, and the royal will was foiled.

For a year or two, the settler’s initiation was a rough one';
but when he had a few acres under tillage he could support
himsell and his family on the produce, aided by hunting, if
he knew how to use a gun, and by the bountiful profusion of
eels which the St. Lawrence never failed to yield in their
season, and which, smoked or salted, supplied his larder for
months. In winter he hewed timber, sawed planks, or split
shingles for the market of Quebec, obtaining in return such
necessaries as he required. With thrift and hard work he
was sure of comfort at Jast ; but the former habits of the
military settlers and of many of the others were not favor-
able to a routine of dogged industry. The sameness and
solitude of their new life often became insufferable ; nor,
married as they had been, was the domestic hearth likely to
supply much consolation. Yet, thrifty or not, they multi-
plied apace. “ A poor man,” says Mother Mary, * will have



