
Ieef. Seveî-iaiiCties ofthis kind- of leieë have beëii foried pon
thej2umber direeion and othei Oeduliarities of the nervëea but this
degre of innténess "i unneceasa here 6thi. llen iiiâtead' of
'vlas ornxerves there a ie small dots or points tipon the srface of a
if, its said ta .be dotted. ih.- The läst distintion of leaves
s. fo'unded pupon thc*èéuliaryit ini 'the shape of thein; as ivhèn

the edges of the leaf curl in and leav the toiddle rib in thé fin of a
keel dfa boàt-isi Mhich dase they are-càlled kd shriped leaves. This
'a chiefly met with in the linear oT oblong leaves.

Co'npound lcaves, are those in hich we find more tlnn one sup-
Éorted on the same Ibot-talk; (à,s Withering terns it,) when -ve fnd
ane leafinserted into another; as in the Wood-horsb tail. Authors on
this subject have enumeiated à great nnimber of differeni kinds of
Ieaves of this cjiàs; but ihere aire few ofthen possé,s sufliciént marks
of diadiimination to enitle them to à seperate description Thelwhole
of the compound leaves, as hir as is iecessary foxthe jouñg botanist
may be èlassed utider four kinds; the rest-bsing only varieties of one
or other of these.

Ist. When the bases of several leavë i-est iipon the top'of ne foot-
stalk s iii the Horse chesnti they are termed fingeréd leaves.-
2d. Wheiv thé fop oftlie foot-stalk is cloven and one more leaves issue
from each point òfit intl these cases they are onsideied as'com pound
leaves, and aned according to their.nunber. sd. Tfhere is another
division 'of.thése called Pedate leaves, as when the foot stalk is cloven
and their issues fronm the point of separation a leaf o a snialler size
than the rest ternied. à leafe.tl an exainple of ihich is scen .n the
Hellebore.. 4th. The ,inged lëaves, which are seen wheLi a. number
öf siali léaves spring frbin opýosite sides of the same leafastalk-Ma-
ny.varieties öf these have been'formed, friom ic position.of the leàveà
on. the foot of thé stalk their nuiber and other circunstances, but
these ore uinécèssary in this place. In the common Roan ve have ai
example of this kind of leaf.

Having 'thuis noticed the principal. marks of distinction among
leaves, arising from the figure ; it now remains to consider the, differ-
ces in leaves w'hich 'are 'founcl an~d:characterised by their positioà
and substance.

With regard ta the fdrst of the'ê chaiéacteristics, (namely, the posi-
tion in vhich leaves g'row with respect to their stems,) Botanists seemi
to entertain a wide difference of opinion. -Whilé sane have held the po-
sition ofa leafas the first mark of distinction! to be:doted in i; others
lave contended that the position-being liable to be varied by an end-
less diversity of circunstances; is- deserving of no 'attention asa "dis.
criminating mark. Perhaps a middle course -between thesé dissen-
ting opinions. wouldbe the best;* and while tivial' diffierences in the
positions of leaves are not w'o-th: coinsideration ; there are other diffei-
enecs which result froni the parts'of the plant on which théy gro1w Sb
permanet and well'defined that they-must not be overlôoked ma a sys-
tem' of Botany.

Thefirar.o? these ta be noticed are termed radical leaves as 'when
they spring directly from'tlie root without Being supported on ems
or branches.- 'This is the case with thizViolet. ,Thé seéonddescrip -


