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BOOK IV.
AFTER THE STORM.

1.
THE CONFEStONAL.

It was the ave of the New Year. Thcsnow-sto r
continnad in unubated violence and tba weatlî
was so grey that the limes of earth and sky we
blended and uttarly undistingulshubla.
littla after the hou r of noon, Zulmu Sarpy kux
in the littlea durcI of Pointa-aux-Trembîx.
Beside 1er there were only a faw warshippe
-soete ad mniinurnbling tlair rosarnt
and somae wonien erouchad att their bac
hafore the saIma. A solitary lantp huîxg from
silvar damif the aanctuary, cating a féee
ray amîd the prernatura gloont. Ait awful silen(
reiguad tîrouglant the atalea. Opposite th
place wlere Zulma was stationad stood a ua
box througl the barsof which faintly gleaine
the white surpîea of the pariali priest who sa
tIare uwaiting the confessions of h ta flock. Th
New Yean is the chef of festal days among tht
French, and it ta always usbered in by exarciat
of devotion. After going througî ah ttha neec
fuI preparation, Zulmia rase froint ler seat ani
approacled the dread confeaionaL; Her de
meanor was full of gravity, a pllar avers preas
lier beautiful featuras, lier eyes weraeat Towni
lier landa joined upon her bneast. The ti
finance of prayar and of silent communion wit]
(lad could neyer ha mare perceptible. Sha lookc
ad like a totally distinct haîng frointhtîe oni
whorn we I ave known in the preceding pages
Zulma moved lowly, and wlen she reached tIt
door of the confassional, aIe paused a moment
But it was nat tlrougl hesitation. She was re.
collecting herseif for a au prame act of religion.
At langth ahe disappparedhaehind thte long greet
curtuin, knelt au the narrow stool' within, and
through the lattice poured forth lier soul ittt tht
handad and keanly listening ear of the pastor.
Wlat sha said we rnay not know, for the secrets
of this tribunal ara inviolable, but it ta allowec
ta believe that the leugtly whispeninga consitt
ed of serething more than a mare accusation af
faults. They conveyad demanda of counael foi
guidance in the trying etreum8tanees amid
whicb the girl -found lerSalf, and in response
the grave voice of the priest wus heard in an
undartone, advising, warning and exhorting.
Finally, the rite was aoncludad. The fuir peut-
tant haut lier white forahead,' the pator eignad
the igu of slvation in the air, tre tool was
puslad back, the green curtain arase, and
Zulma stapped forth ta rasume the place whidh
she lad ut irat aoupied. Wa are dispensed
front furtler decnribing lier aDpaarance. Long-
fellow, insapeiking of Evanieline, las put it
forth in ana pragnant lina.
"Ssreneiy ashe waiked with God's benedieuion upon ber."

An hour passed, during whicl. Zulma knelt
inmmoveable, uborbed in praer, and most of the
other persoas-in the dhurc followad han ax-
ample by viiting the coufeasional in turus. At
thae etd of that tuae, the pniaat, assuing liniseîf
that there ware no furthan ministrations ta ha
made, rose frointbis seat, opeued the little door
which bld htm in, and walked forward into the
aisle. As hie paaaed Zulma, ha tapped lier gently
upon the shoulder as a sign tlat she should fol-
low hint. Sha did soaut once, and the two glided
naiseleasly into the vastry. TIare the priast,
after divesting himisalf of his surplice, turned
owurds the girl, and in the geutlaat manner in-

q uired aften anr health and tlat of han father.le tIen ignified. lis pleasureaut lhen punctual
disclarga of han davotions, in spita of the ex-
trernely ineamant waathar.

IlIt ta a great festival, but it will bing no
jay this year," ha said.

Zulnta, wloae countenauce still presenved its
palenes sad expression of extrema gravity, ne-p lied that the tintes ware iudaed melanclîoly,
hut thut aIe nevertheleas hoped Wo enjoy 'aquiet
Jour de l'Au with lian fatherar nd irmte
iteiglibors, haviîg nmade ail the neessary prepît-
rations ta that end.

-"You lave fat beard tui, ny daughter ?
saîd the priast.

"Heard wlat, aitr?
O0f the terrible avents which took place tîta

iigt whila we ware sleeping."
Zulma lookad up witl a nievamaut of keen

anxiety and asked:,
"Whalu iahappened, sir V'
"Two great battias lave bean fougît."
Is it possible ?"

"Many kifled, wounded and priaanars."
"Wlo, wîere, how ?" gasped Zulîna in
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red and ail rlghte reuerved.j tered to her, but hie iinmediately checked bim- uo lier noble features. The blue and yellowsl.With the well-bred old French gentleman =aen ftechrnyfikre atnyuosN L T eerefsctfotermedb likee wntnl uE.N IA S O . depepe odperaps the chief ingredient her face ; the moan of the wind around the gableof the ardent love which lie bore lis daugliter. drummed into lier ear, while the slow fliglit ofSHe carried lits consideration so far that hie would tlieliours whicli she lieeded flot, yet noted

~'I 7() N'IN ! . fot ven questionhler. Ithaecama therafore in.. distinctlifrorthestroks of the old clock, laps-.'ý"T 0N A 1S _ Sha detailad the narrative whicli the priest lhad vague spaces of oblivim,. Gradually Sieur Sarpy,FINVASION 0F CANADA IN i7-6 givenhber, supplaxunting it largely with thecom.. yielding to the influences of heat and solitude,ins-7.mnents dictated by lier fears. The efleet upon dropped bis book upon bis knee, and closad lisSieur Sarpy was hardly leus than it laed bean eyas for a brief raspite of repose. But for the
r LESPE RANRCE. upon is daugliter. He listened in profound outside sonnds of nature and an occasional gustsilence, but witli an anxiaty and surprise wlicl. in the ire place, avery thing witbin that roomlie did not attarnpt to conceal. For a long tima was as sulent as the grava. Thie respirationf

for telling you thasa tliings, but I saw front ha venturad to make no reply, and wlan at its threa living baings was barely audible, a proof
your deportmnent in the churclitliat you knew lengtî lie did so, it was in sucli lesitating lan- tliat at least none oftliem suffered froin pliysicalnotliing of thein, and I thougît it would be well guage as sbowad tiat he was liaunted by the nain. Every tliing betokaned peaca anti security.tliat I should be the first to inform you. " rhniàw.iIlPardon my wealces Monsieur Le Curé," unie aýithrefson hicl besieged lisa dauglier. If tlie rest of tlie country-side was w Id with warwas the meak reply. "Il liad indeed expected anH le oe scant consolation to offer lier, or the rumors of war, tlie Sarpy mansion lay inindteevening meal tlius passed witliout any the bliss of a profound unconsciousness.m tliis, but the news is terribly sudden al the break in tliat mental gloom whicli waa deeer Suddenly, Zulma moved about in lier seat, ander sanie. I entreat you to give me ailtlie parti- than tlie darkness whicl rolled in the extarior roilad lier head front side to sida on the clair, asre culars whicl you knQw. I feel stronger now lieavens. if a vision was flitting before lier brain. A sladowA aeaharntig Little Blanclie sat at Zulma's side listenin stood before lier and tlie liglit of tlie haarthstone.elt "I know littie that is definite. In tlie gene- to tlie discous witîî wide distended eyes, an SIa slowly openad lier eyas, closed thant againies. ral excitement, aIl sorts of runlors are aggrvated ta xrsino aac he a ofe ihl nodrt teghntrfre n

'Ir wlen they readli us at tlis distance. B ut rnlamet IIxpes si f acyhicli was 8a0 frd e- t i aneordrt trnegthen otlr for canesassured t hat 'eneral Montgomery liasbeen kill hquet witl lii ier ularcud o odoea In eodtne e 'lc tuk
las ad and Colonel Arnold wounded. I knew these idape ir n d it was evident tbat the Mie lad been resting for two liours. It was tirnedeaffect wau as great upoît lier acute mind as upon that she sliould rise and retire to lier roont. Sliea gentlemen. They (inad saveral tintes at my tliat of bier two companions. sat up ereet and, in doing so, looked directlyle table. Tliey were fine men and I likad them Il"If Batoclie would only corne," murmured forward again. She could not be mistaken.ce well. I arn distressed to liear of tlieir misfor- Zuilma pasI lier lîand over lier waary brow. Tliere was rIal a shadow between lier and thehe tune." "lHa would tell us every tbing. I wonderha is ira. By a rapid effort of ber strong will,Ire Ilave you heard of the fate of any otîter not liere alraad.e lle acquired fuli consciousness and recognizedd officers ?"« "His absence is an additional cause for fear, " Batocle. Anotlier glance of almost adhinget "0Of noua by naine, except tliat it was a car. raplied Sieur Sarpy in a low voice. valocity revaaled W lier that bis brow was placid,le tain Morgan who replaced Arnold an(l surren. "StilI, 1I(do not daspair. Hemyarv fo isy otndhttetacsfasillng-tadered lis arm.tengi sovr"ann rie eoabsaesf,1n9httetaeso ml igr
ie Mra "ecaiîdZla n thistia "I ieh is alve." d at the corners of bis lips. This spectacle at

es Mrga !" xclinie Zumaand histime if ie i alve.once reassurad lbar. Sbe fait that ail was not1. slle was so overcoma that aIe feIl exhaustad in a "Wlat, papa? You do not suppose that Ba- as bad as it rnigbt have, beau or as aIe bad fai-id chair. toclie took part in tlie attack ?" cied it was.e- Th priest was considerably surprisad. NotI- I do. 1arn sure lie never quitted the sida " Batodlia," she saîd holding out lier rightid witbstanding tlat lis periodical viit to the of Cary Singleton." and, "you have surprised me, but it is a deli-Sapl mxsonld Ilnerutddui t I" did not think of tlat. Alas ! I fear you cloue surprise. You cannot imagine liow glad 11- le ne in ocatneafway t-auxTmal e areriglit. In that case, who knows-?" am to sea you. Sit down. "ýh ie newin geera wa tht Zlmalie be . Yes, the worse may have lappanad to our Tbani littIe Blanche awoke and sprang fron
corna acquainted witb onae or the other of the old friand, and lie may neyer ratura." Zulma's knee into the artns of lier grandfatliar.ieo .ces, whicl was the main reason why lae BotI Zulma and lier fatler instinctivaly look- I knaw it," she sobbad. " I knew lae would3judgad tlat the early communication of the war ad at little Blanche. An angalie smiled playad corna."Le news froni l is lips would be particularly inter- npon bier lips and lier eyas were far away. IlYas," replied Zulîna. "lBlanche told us,

e sting ta Sieur Sarpy and lia daughter, but le "Blancihe," said Zulma, laying lier hand wlien we faared evil bldbafallan you, that- ld n ssjtciotlat ula'afeeins wntsoftîy on the child's shoulder. you would surely comae. She is a dear girl and*further, andhdths o idea ofthie affect wlîch l "Yes, mademoiselle," rraplied the latter, wak- a prophetess lika lier randfathar. "b is words produced upon ber. It was only whan ing frotn lier tranoe. A momaept later 5ulta bid. arousad Sieur
cl lae saw lier extrema depression and sorraw that I Your grandpapa, willlie oneha n ose Sarpy, and after a few preliminary words of wel-l e surrnisad sometbing of the trutli, with that lis littie girl ?" coma, stce asintlliint War efrinstinct whicl is characteristie of men, wlo, IlOh, yas, mademoiselle. Grandpapa wlen the lire, witl Blanche uipon lis knees, and asked

tbemael vas separated front the world by the steru hae left me, two days ago, said aue revoir. That to recount lis story in its rninutest details.law of calibacy, devote ah tbaeir attention to the means 'I will sea you agin"' Zulma lad not dared to put lin the single pre-
*spiritual and temporal concerne of their flocks. "lBut perlapa tlosa bad ment bava killad dominant question whicb was presant in hrmind,"Do not be depresad," lia said, approaching hm." partialîy trusting, as wa hava sean, to the sera-SZulma's clair, and bending towards bar with "What bad mni? The Wolves ?" nity of the old mnan's countenanca, but bie, withtha kindness of a father towards lis child. Zulma did not understand. but Sieur Sarpy lia usual keen insight, answered itbefore entcr-Il Perhaps the news is axaggerated. We shall understooti very well. ing upon the course of lis narration.bear more towards eveniug, and it niay turu ont I"Yes, the Wolves, my dear," lie said witl a "It ?tisail wrong and yet ail right, " he saidthat the lasues are not so great as represented. At aad amile. with a swift wave of bits arrn.*least there may be no boas personalta yoursalf, "'Oh, my grandfatber does not fear the Wolves. Zulma looked at hi irploringly.my dear, and I trust that sncb wifl prove Wo be The Wolves fear lim, Tley cannot catch him, I"We have been beaten," continued Batoche.the fact. Tlerefox.e take leart. It ta gtting no mattar wlat great dangers lae may be in. "The Wolves lave triumphed. Many of our
late. Tha snow continuas falling and the roadi Ha may suifer, lie niay be wounded, but lie will braveat officers ware killad, but Captain Singletonmuet be blocking up. Raturu lame and an- not dia except near aur cabin at the Falls, under was only wounded."Ideavor ta maintain yonr soul in peaca. To- the aye of my motler and with me at lis sida. "Woundad again !" xclaimad Zulma.marrow, yon will comae to early Mass, wlan I Ha las olten told me this at niglit asleha ld "But n6t vary seriously. Ha feUl, but I
trust tînt wa sall have better news to tell each me on bis knee, and I believa alI that my grand- raisad lit fromt the snow and lie was able tootîter. " father says. No, mademoiselle, le is nat desd stand alone, and walk."In spita of the cheering words of the pastor, and will soon arrive ta console yo. " '"Did lae escape ?"Zulma drove hameward witl a heavy heart. She Zulma could not restrain 1ier tears ase l eard "acudnt Itidt4nuc i aflspok nota wod W er ervat. Istaa ofthe simple pathos of these childisl words, and low me.Hardedmtofybudcardhtraiiug1erfac tathestam ad alawng lasuddenly a confidence sprnng up in 1er leart, lie muât raniain with lis cammand.flakes to beat panît, as was lier waut, wlen whicl. sacerdotal speech lad beanu 'uable ta in- 9"1Wbat than ?h.-r spirits weII igl,,elle kept ber veil dawn, fuse. SIe pushad lier chair fram the table, " Ha was taken prisanar, but, ha easy. Ha is inand the landkarchief which elle frequautly drew lifted Blanche front lier seat and set lier an ber good bande àfront under it gave proof that elle was sileutly onkes ilwn h iteba nbr "ngo tns?weeîiug. It often appnsl, that the moot bois.-xo.kes ilinthltl baoner Igodalterous, lofty womn bear thair grief in bon ni, and imprinting warm kisses of gratitude "Yes. I saw Radarick Hardinga diractly inotke aiglit foreliead. Sieur Sarpy looked on, front and I ama sure that lae recagnized hm."unastentatiaus quiet, tbus giving it a more for- and appeared pleedNooutasmlrsu. avnbpaidfrth.,
rase etinstao n wt Znlni a. Rvoin in eauca awoka witliin hii. "Ha is now within the walls of Quebe, but lieprere mitanceiltlattha ritlmad teold 1er* 1 IfBatochae omes at ail, lie will carne ta- wiil ha walcarad for."airnd avigfli httepiele olesur d î ngît. Wa know his,,puntuaity and lis read. Batoche tIen took np the account front the

andhaingful lisre urnth~e jaurnay tWap- ines W do a service. ah weathlana lad and the beginning and detailed ahl its circumstances, bathprcmite lrotsttedrible onenre lelae roads rmuet ha in a wretclad state, but tlis will be from wlatlaladwituessed lirnsalf and front wlatcon4asexl frora t hen leh sheld hsofte. naobstacle ta lis reaching thea nision. Wa ha lad afterwards leard at headquartars. The re-
Ondse -igfomtealihelegiedsfl learu that a gat many prsnrs lave beau port was graphie and lucid sudh as riglt ha ex-

ta bier roont whare sla ocked larself in so as Wo taken. Batache îay possibly h among tlea. pected front so intelligent a soldier. It wa-s
ha absolutely alone. She remainad tlus until 1u that case, we shail, of course, resigu ourselvas midnight hafore lie bad closed thea sor, andnearly the supp r Iour, and after the abadows ntt e him on i.bscmainlsee 

oi ihtesty -of eveing hd envlopedlier.Raising le froni Zulina's shouldar, sorbed attention.Blanche said rapidly and witl some animation : IlAnd now about yoursalf," said Sieur Sarpy.il. 14No, M. Sarpy, grundpapa is not a prisoner. "lHow did yau manage ta ascape ?"PIRUEs~Oî'HaCY. Ha las always said tliat the Walves wanld neyer BathBtcieadltleBacesmldh


