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L.T CHESB. often rested loviiîgly on the shoulder that was love me, 1 shall be as happy as the day is lonÊ,' « He has broken bhis oatlî: he van neyer b

red table tbey bent- dedicated now to the peculiar benefit of Alice, he she cried jovfully. anything to me again!' Alice cried.

prime aud a maiden fair, could not help experieucing a species of self-scorn He turned as white as a sheet. The last straw ' What oath?'

isbcd and blue-veined bmow at hi. deceptive answer. had floated away from bis grasp, and he was a 'Hie swore upon his knees that hie ould niever

adowy tinge of care. ' And do yoit like hier ?* persisted Alice. drowvning man. Butle lad the presence of love any one but mue.'1

fêountainé of sappbtre lgbt; 'As a cousin.' Blind to conceal withiu liimself Iiis woful disap- 'Be satisfied, dear child lie ias kept Ibis oath

is te euves if ceeml t.,g
osturem, and imto ber o u«bt; «'la Gertrude very beautiful V and the girl pointment, his bitter regret. as far as Iam concertied. Uiaud Wilton wors.

ýauty their speUl had wrougbt. feit a paintful thrill at the thonght that Claud ' If you speak the trnth, Gertrude, 1 fear we hipdm oey, but hie mever loved 11w.'

liked a lovely woman at ail, even as a cou- we two must part. Much as 1 care for you 1 cau Hie mtbo n ereay,5.nwrh!

ckered table tey bet,1'Hmutb 
oiecnrsuwrh l

ýe pisce, red aud whte, sini. nvrmryyu etuehdago aho oiy'nle

1on 'n appointed course, ' Not haif 80 heautiful as you, my darling,' hie 'Mucli as yon care for me ? le thiat triie,nauesdshfroterun gesdfeln

earueelyatrthfull enouhpgateringto 
try snd and sooth those of the poor little hear

b er peroun friendly smbled; up the slight figure with a fervencv that would we should not part?' that beat audibhy iear lier.

bnop, witb bis; support, have given Gertrude a new lease of hife and joy 0f course not, Gertrude. 11mw could you maprvhi netrmrearu

adhp.think it .' unworthy.. If Claud really cares for you he will

bis slow and e utious puce, 'Chaud, I believe I arn of a jealous temper ; 1 She took 'both his hands sud held them flrmhy. b. sure to marry you by and hy.'

me ; and the mounted knight, feel as if 1 could hate you if 1 ever found ont that Looking him steadily in the face, she said so- 'By and by !' t was au inýdefinite period t,

allant borseman of eld, you iked or admired any one else.' lemaly.
ý n et n etadright. AdAiedrwhref wyfo wt lsed 'hnîg î orlook torward to; but iu spite of lher jealous fears

anrd telence a , nd Alcleft sudaa fo it lghd Te 1sal eyu wife, Claud-your Iovg lier wounded love, Alice knew she wouhd not b

red aside tbe rmin and wreck cheekes ad glittering eyee. faithful wife.; for you have not only mouey, but able to utter 1'Bay' if lier Lord of Burleigli cati

g avne; sad that word He laughed. you are passing rich.'ansidt r'

Je monosyllable '-obhek!"6And if you hated me, what would you do-- 'Gertrude !' a' AIdl iiier.dhie!

ihopa, and casties. sud knîglilm, kil me T' She let go is bande and took a paper fmom lier AUDthit ls e urat aius m,(irt

ogehrlu sud dimmay, 'No, die mysef !' site whispered piteously, bosom, arpnn tot held it bel ore îikhwln ae oe o.AdRl1

f eurte were puling becide turning pale at the terrible picture of ler soul in his eyes.kbw 
og1hvelvdvu. n ap

,wilder, 1weetrpl 

gadsrofmehr.T(

of eaeb-the man anu lbe ld- revoit againet Clsud. 'This gives you the mouey that I have lost, eyes, beseechingadsrofl e es

rd was fatened for tumu of fate, I have eyes for noue but you, love.' Claud.' eetoheutfle es, with thrirspodei

bly wbtpered, witb radiant glance, AÂnd your heart T' He seized tlie document roughly aud perused violet, and neither was ter mouth that soken

mlngimie, "If yon plefme, air, mate Is al your own. it eagerly, bsface 1,aly flushed, lis ee'k- prfctid shah stlat other outevn h th A

'e iteigtimhbnSwear it, Claud ; swesr on your bended knees ling. bi cruye iad pe to r 3h falsehood vnwies

a flake of purest peari. ta o ilawy oemadm u l i i£1'lefle.slie 
gazed upou it in a foohieli idolatry ofi

he tnyo ed wia tou<inglHe flung himself on lis kuees before lier. 'Hie would Bel i peu for gold, and, wlieu le beauty. But Ralih, with lis manly face, 1

a. er oywn of bervicIer ku. 
j oltender smile that was almnost womanly ini

firt t bs ailig ips «I swear it.' got it, gloat over it !' Rer dead father's words setes n i togmsua iue

nprinted a trembling ktsm And lie was Gertrude Erle'e future hue- came back to lier as elie watched thie ffect of the seetnesandlisr ow n m usa igur,

nured softly, " I mould ntcur , baud ! wffl e vtig obe ow Anstios inpop

the gaine. eold 1 win but this 1I -'Ralpli thinke Gertrude perfection,' Alice said 'Ail your'e, Claud ; and nI your's tom,' sIc persand, would have beenpo rlstoentI

ideu aumwered 'twere treaaou to tell, wlieu the two were eeated again aide by aide. said quietly sud distinctly. allegiance front him.

mes deepened to erlimmon glow 1'Does lie?' sud Caud was incousisten ut H'a h ge otmIisfc ma eèe 11 don't chose my heart, Ralph. Youn n

te ligh J ugflashes qulok, to feel angry that ayoesol aet h~~~c oti~hefc wybfr read it ike an open book, sud yon wilh see ye

ùt ed heeks, and ears,,and brow. oadmireton lie auswered..fr m hertown name iuscribed on every page,' she raid sa

moth)i-tipet h. cburoh-bella rang orcmetu ipoety 'No, Gertrude, i la imipossible, fo m har

amon flihed the gaine begun, ' She would be sucli an excellent catcli for him,' lias long belouged to another !' 'Then xnarry me, Gertrude, sud make

wore the conqueror'I trinmph-aiuile, lie sueered. SI.e st down, neyer so mucli as lifting up lier

were happy, for botb huit won.« RalpI would not marry auy mue for mmuey. eyee, while lie prepared to leave the mmntm;but 
1  lokd tlim sdsI Y.tatl

SAUEA.Bioc. er fortune would alwaye preveut him from ask- when he wae fairly gone sud ehe was alme- thmroughhy in earneet. .Now ebe could not doi

iug Gertrude to be hie wife ; lie is tom noble to alone iii the wrld-grest passionate embs rang that sh e was loved for liersehf, sud loved with

b. merceusry,' Alice exclamned in lier brother'e ut fromn Gertrude'e breast-eobe for the love that Rail 'e lioneet amui.

E'RTR UDE ERLE. defence. lad lived for Claud and had died s0 cruelsa deatit il o ak epoet-srcena

Hle is a nonaril, no dubt,' lie mocked ; by hie bn.ndd -w iiiregrtke me p VtsrieuaI

[RB. ALEXANDERt FRASER. Alice liad ht him 80 liard whihe site apoke.' sud levtregri, lhT

'Nt a noupareil, nly an hmuest-hearted man, 
'Gy erud anei!'sose;bu hek

PAT1.Clsud. t muet le drnadful to marry mue for tte PART 1L1. tOuly h em onnttam lu reouae ;blie k:be

gPATI.sake of mouey; 1 think 1 shmuld pine awY 'o ultntt aeRil napfrfrwr for richer, for poorer, wili a will

,icehad aind co8idrabl inunder a weiglt of shame and obligation' Yuogtntt aeRlhuiapfrfrwr

icela gane cosierahyHI 'You see, men are made of sterner stuif than lie loves you s0 dearly, Gertrude,' Alice pleaded heart.

lis last t-Me witli Gertrude you are, child ; aud mouen is sucli su excellent with tears in lier eyee. lier brother's 1mw spirits 1ha i enth set apid wasnot conutnt.

thine that it makes lpo omn eiin ad iufected lier own. adiths.BtRl w n cte.

,raised shy eyee to hie face, sud ce.u rs i> eiin Rîl nw h oehm hul ue another moment she.îvas clasped i l is arms,

'Clauda!'u'dhi nck 
to b. lis wife. I cannot cousent to be a drsg on s kiss, pure yet passionate, lay on bier tiia.

mite anus rfoud hie ack. 
'I 

!î 
1 nust tel you sometbuaî, Ralli-smmetl

bmwgod m yu t crneegin o Well, is pur romautie ittie emul above sucli huxu, Alice.'motsiceGrudldcmeo about a n episode in ny ife ht.r

maeralthng a puns silinsan I ws i mnta;siceGetrd hd om t NtIta yuhaease lvsixfoe

aod, wliy arn Inot rewarded ?', lie pere!' g aaoude hilns, sudWales. When ahe was left liomelessansd friend- d ' lt tbat y aouleerlvd eoe

'No ; but, Claud, I have no moue>', sdyuless, the Damera lad come forward sud offered trud lecedeaosy

weet red lips were hlifted up, and lie have noue -suad if ymu clin~ to it Bo mucli, low lier shelter sud affection. The>' were lier nesreet 'YsbuIbaeRp,'sesdnity

,ed tlemn fondi>'. la it ging to end for us ?',le asked in au suxi- relatives, sud se. accepted the offer at once. loved Chaud Wiltmu '

'1>' lune there was s ustic seat, mus voie. that went straiglit to hie leart. Ger- 0nlr just enougî mox.ey was secnred to ber to 1'And are you sure tht that love is quite

n 7droouing lard buh. lu rd'B od fiahed ars 'hm renler lier independent to a certain extent, as far 'etrust' meae. gravely.

to t, as e neatled quietly into 1I may have moue>' some day, Alice ; tIen .î as peramnal wauts were coucerued ; sud uîader 'Tus d .

a little chlid. sa .Lr fBregsdyum ride,'ble tîese wretclied auspices-for they wvere wretched 1 o; but oh, ru> arîuxîg, you nmust li

,ere firat cousins, as well as lovera ; rikeighmadul.to mue who froxu hem birtit lad been accustoe see him him again!l'

ittte fsct tht tlihey d ko siksigbradnl.t nimtdepniuesehdetrdhr Rlh was human, aud on the eartl pe

tryas ale oedts e s kuown She lifted up s radiant face. toou e.imiedeexpeudiure-ele laooted Ral

r~~~~~~ yermd irmr enntu 0 Claud, it would kil me to lose you 'asd uew hm. nerdlirloedosnot ?claut onothir., n

, than se migît have been otlier- slie wouud lier arme round him, sud held him But the six montîs lad worked a marvellous 4'Wh'nt hu sntigt e

passionstel>' to lier, as if uotliiug sliould divide change in lier feelings. Raîpli Damer loved lier, are'-Qhe hesltated.

ýthae ouben oig ith ou- nsude had heamut to love liim with a deeper sud W at, Gertrude 1

t hae yu ben ding iti you- tern
@vas lieme, Alicet' lie asked, stmokiuig Chaud lomked at hiem; tIen le remembered Ger- more euduring love tlîan ah. lad ever lavished 'vrti .

1>, as it streamed over hie breat iii trude sud lie waesBilent. mn Chaud, for witli the affection was united trust M1~y mien '

wavee. 
perfect sud infinite. 'IL seems to to me as if a biessiuig reste

g of you, Claud,'site told itim artheas- C C1 C C If 1 liad moue>' I would marry Raîpli to-mor- our marriage. Papa said le would die et

tI>'. Mr. Erle died, sud quiet suddenly, after aLIl ; row-that is, if it pleased hlm to take nie,' e you sud 1 cared for mue suother.'

new petl' and ertrud, in th first ays oflier bitrlsHe istener's face lit up witl a p

Lnythiug nw8e? u etue utefia aso irbte oe aid slyly. «'Yet 1 do not came for money, Alice. eie

kea faitpu aita tiuted had no heurt to think of an>' mue but him who It le a curBe sud a blessiug ver>' mften.' Is homiiklohveseu în.efr l

to thie colour of s sea-selh. had been the beet of fathers. But wheu le was ' A curse, Gertrude ?' And Alice opened lier Wa1shle nulikechae?' hmbeè h

ias if 1 reunembered uothing thut taken swav nsude.grew calmer, a seuse of ec- bine eyee in surprise. WThelearsunch hed t emees utl

'e we loved mue suother ; sud rince, titude woild not alhow lier to keep silent an>' 1'Yes ; it was moue>' that neari>' broke My Teru>'uhe olereebu i

ruber o'u.' longer ou the matter of the wihl. SI. did not leart, sud kiîh.d >' faith lu the go<duess of tletuawy

awere e, sud stisfled hiruseif b>' even slirink from tlie tuai, strong lu hem faith in human nature.'1 'I have a picture of hlm ; I will show>-(

r dloser to hlm,' and eting her face lier lover ; desperatel>' reliant on the love sud 1'But Rai ph lias brougît back thtît faitli?' And she rose sud fetcbed thc iittle Jal

owu. trutli tlat were but bmoken reede ufter ail. RoI- 'DeurLRaIli V Gertrude murmur.d ver>' 1mw, cabinet, sud tried to uulock it ; but thIo(

mr mother sud Ralpit surprised to se. ed in heavy black, sud the suuuy besut>' of her witli a liglîtt buelh on ber face sud a soft liglit in oldumate, sud site gave up hiem efforts at h

ýning ?' face dimmed b>' teara, Gertrude iooked ton >ears hem brown eyee. 1'Take it, Raipli, sud these keys. A

.Ralpit said le could not unders- older wheu slie walked siowl>' into the room 1'Have >'ou ever been eugsged, Gertrude ?' secrets belong to >'ou umw,' she said with a

attraction a man s0 essentially town- wheme Claud awaited liem. SI. did not approach Alice ssked. iug amile. wle notel

rself could find lu sud suanout-of-the- liim, but sauk dowu into the firat chair near, sud SI. wanted to fiud mut if ail girls wlo were A littIe later se.wle notei

s. e'1cosed hiem lijas for a mQuent. Tlieu aIe pluuged engsged feit the miser>'and suxiet>' that had been Ra p'a face wae buried ou bis folded amui-,

dea't know !' sud Claud's violet into hem subjeet at once. hiem lot for the hast six mmnths, during whih lehe e id not look rip as se. ctcmed. Thinla

1dowu struiglit into the liiht-blue «'Cisud, L lave emmethiug to su>' te 'ou- lad neither seeu Chaud, nom heard fi-mm him. ws asleep, she lent over hlm sud ighlty 1

ce wtî au expression thut suîd plain- something that ugt to lave been raid long Gertrude did not even change colour as sheelhem lips to lis Isir. lie iifted up a coiiati

dîid kuow, le wouhd not wonder if I ago. 9eplied. Ciaud'e influeuco over lier feelings was towamda lier that sliocked lier b>' its exe

ae world's end.' lie lomked at hem auximuel>'. Rer toue wua stliing of the past conapletel>', sud ah. could pallor sud the woful expression it wome.

doea't kuow,' Alice replied gentl> orinnue. Was ah. going ýta throw him over speait lie name calml>' sud coml>', withlyi'jnst cabinet stmod ou the table before lini,à

usormwfuli; tIn eh.pluced upnow, t th lastniomnt, weu lelad ade u s lttie corucrmppngeupin ler mm. inumerale sîaiandnwer sudlettesnsu
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