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Tt is often asked, in these days of enquiry, and

the frequent change ad commingling of opinions,
what Unitarianism is 2 What do  Unitarian
Chuistians believe 7 Whatare their views of God,
of Jesus Cheist, of the Atonement, of the Holy
‘Spirit, of the Bible, of the new birth, of veligion
generally ?

Lam vot going to -enter into any argument in
defence of Unitiriunism, 1 am not geing to be
controversinl. ¥ would simply offer a briet reply
to the question stated,

'Smm'lhillg of this kind, it is believed, is called
Tor by i many misapprehensions which exist on
the subjees,  The faith of Unitarians is often
mismrdersiosd and misrepresenteds T may be per-
mitted to say, calumniated, [t is often denoance.
el in te pulpit, amd from the press, aod in private
an:d gaeial meetings,  People are warned against
it as o soubdestroying cvvor. There is a partion
of the community which his @ strong prejudics
against i, without knowing precisely what it is,
or why they should be afvatd of it oenly they
ure told, that they miast have nothing to do with
it; they must wot hear its preachers, nor read the
books of the detomination,

Now o such, could my voice reach them, |
wottld sy, in the anguage which was anee used,
when the guestion was asked ¢ Can any good
come out of Nozareth '— Come and see.”
Come and see what Usnitarianism s, Understand
betore you juilge 5 then receive or reject it. 1r
it appear to be the truth of God,—if it appear
to cmbrace the simple truths of the Gospel —
then do not besitate to acknowledge ivas such.
Do not be frightened by a name 5 do not adlow
yourselves to be inlluenced by what men say z
fear God rather than man. Reverenee the truth
vou tind it.  Come and see what Uni-
tarianisin is, before yor atlow yourselves to ey
-out agaiust it. Do not condemn it unheard. Do

not allow yourselves to forma your opinion of it
from the imperfect and distovted representations
of its enemivs.  This is what T would say, could
my voice reach thuse who denounce it.

Unitarianism takes its name from its distin-
gui~hing tenet, the strict personal unity of God,
which Unitarians bhold in oppesition to the doc-
trine which teaches that God ¢ s in three per-
sons, Unitarians maintain thae God is one mind,
one person; one individual being 5 that the Father
one is‘entitled to be called. God in.the highest
se; that Ile alone possesses the attribute of
inlinite, nnderivesl _Div'um. and is the only pro-
per object of supre: e worship and love. . They
beliove thay Jesus Christ is a distine: being (rom
Him, and pessesses omdy devived artributes 5 that
he is not the suprene Gad himeelt, but hiy Son,
and the nedinm through which he bas chosen to
fmpart the richest blessings of his love to u sinning
world.

This may be ealled the great leading doctrine,
the distinguishing, and properly speaking, the
ouly distingoishing feature of  Unitarianism.
Unimrians hold the supremacy of the Father, aml
the futerior and derived natare of the Son. This
is their sole discriminating avticle of faith,

Ou several other points they difter more or less
among themeelves,  Professing little reverence
for human ereals, having noe common stamdard
but the Bible, and allowing in the fullest extent
fredom of thought, and the liberty of every
Chris tan to interpret the vecords of divine Re-
velation lor himsell, they loek for diversity of
apinion s the uecessary result, They see not
how this is to be avoided without a vielatiou of
the grand Protestant principle of individual taith
aud liberty.  Uhey claim to be therough and
consistent Protestantss

There are certain general views however, in
which they are mostly agreed, which they regard
us flowing from the great diseriminating article
of fiith above-nimed, or intimately connceted
with it, or which they feel compelied Lo adopt on
a diligent exaunination of the shered volume.

1 begin with the characterof God,  Unitavians,
as [ said, hold his strict personad unity. ‘They
are accustomed, too, to dwell with peculiar ein-
phasis on his moral perfections, his equity, his
holiness, and especially  his patecnal love and
merey. They regard it as one of the chief glories
of Christinity that it containg a clear assertion
nndd full iflesteacion of the docteine that God is

inence in their tenchings, ns one peculiarly dear
to theiv bearts, one jotimately interwoven with
theiv coneeptinas ot a trae, cheerlul, and elevating
piety, and the obligutions and encouragenents to
repentiney,  prayer, and an obedient lite, It is
the oflice of veligion, as they view it, to purity
the soul of man, o enkindle in it holy desives amd
atfectiong, and become to it w seurce of light,
strength, comfurt, pea and the pateanal char-
acter of Geod, his infinite love, tenderness, puty,
awited with the holiness of his nature, is the great
Ciden which must e at the foundation of ull such
religion in the soul.

I'hey believe that the merey of God is fiot con-
fined to a few, arbitrarily chosen out of the great
mass of beings equally sintul in his sight; but
that Qe rus with ‘o fhther's tenderness and
pity towids the whole offspring of Adam. They
believe that he earpestly desires their repentance
and holiness; that his infinite overflowing love
led him miracalously to raise up anidl send  Jesus
to be theiv kpivitual deliverer, to purify theie sbuls
from sin, to restore them to communion with
himself, and fit them for pardon and eveclasting
life in h 8 presence 3 in a word, to recoucile man
20 God; uud envth to heaven.

our Father,  They give to this dectrine 8 prom-;

They believe that the Gospel off Jesus thus
oviginated in the exhaustless and unbought love
ot the Father 3 that iris intended to operate on
man, and not on God 5 that the only obstacle
which exists, or which ever has existed on the
part of God, to the forgiveness of the sinner is
found in the heart of the sintner himself': that
the life, teachings, sufferings, and resurrection of
Jusus berome an fnsteument of pardon, as they
ave the appointed means of turning man from sin
1o haliness, of breathing into his soul new moral
and spivitual lite, and elevatingit to a anion with
the Father. They believe that the cross of Chrise
was not needed to render God merciful ; thag
Jesus satfeeed, not as a victim of God’s wrath,
or to satisty his justice.  They think thut this
view absenres the glory of the divine charvacter, is
repugnant to God's equity, veils his loveliest nt-
tributes, and is injurious to aspivit of filial, trust-
ing piety, Thasall, in their view, is to be refer-
rud primarily to the boundless and unpurchased
love of the Father, whose wisdom chose this
wethod of bringing man within veach of his par.
doning mercy. by redeeming himdvom the power
of sin, and establishing in bis heart his kingdom
of righteonsness and prace,

I now proceed to speak of Jesue Christ. As
belore said, Unitarians believe him to be a dis-
tinet being fiom God and subordinate to him,
he following may serve as a specimen ot the
processes ot thought, ws, and  impressions,
throngh which they arrive at this conclusion. [
state them it will e observed, not by way of
argument- I shall use to more of argument, 1
repeat, than is necessary to explain tfully what
Unitarianism is, and how it sustains itself,—
ou what toandation it professes to rest,

Unitirians de not rely exclusively, or chiefly,
on what they conceive to be the inttinsie ineredi-
bility of the doctrine to which they stand opposed.
They ke the Bible in their hands, as they say,
amd sitring dowan to vead it, as plain unlettered
Chiristinns, aud with prayer for divine lumin-
tion, they find that the general tenor of its lan-
guige either distinetly asserts, or necessarily im-
plies tiie snpremacy of the Father, and teaches
the jnferior and derived natnre of the Sone  In
proof of this  they appeal to such passages as the
tollowing :=—* This is life eternal, that they
might knew thee, the only true God, and Jesus
Christ whom thou hast sent "—Jobu xvii- 3
¢ Forthere is one God, aud one mediator between
God and man, the man Christ Jesus.”—1 Tim
il. 3, “ My Father is greater than 1."—John
xiv, 23 ¢ My doctrine is not mine, but his that
sent me"—John vii, 16. - ** Iapeak not of my-
self,"—John xiv. 10, 1 ean of mine own seit
do nathing "—John v. 30.. ** The Father that
dwelleth i me; he doeth the works. " —John xiv,
10. ¢ God hath made thiat sine Jesus, whom
ye eracified, both Lovd and Chrise.”— Acets ii. 36,
** Him hath Gad exalted with his right hand, 1o
be a Priuce and a Saviour,”—Acts v, 31,

They appeal to such passiges, and generally to
all those T swhich Jesus Cheist is called, not Gosl
himsell, bue the Son of God ; in which heis
spoken of us sent, and the Father as sending,
appointiug him a kingdom, © giving” himautho-
rity, giving him to be head over all things to the
church.  Such pussages, they contend, show de-
rived power and nuthm‘ity.

Again ;3 when ths Son is represented as pray-
ing to the Father, and the Father as bearing and
granting  his prayer, how, ask they, ecau the
plain, serious veader resise the conviction that he
who prays is a dilferent being from him to whom
he prays 2 Does a beiog pray to himselt' 2

Unitarians urge thon passives like those above
referred to, ucmu'riug promiscuously, are fuir
specimens of the lauguage in swhich Jesas is spo-
ken of in the New Testament 5 that sueh is the
common language of the Bibleand that it s wholly
irreconciinbie with the iden that Jesus wus ve-
earded by those with whun he lived and con-
versed, as the Lufinite and Supreme God, or that
the Bible was meant to teich any such doctrine.
They do not tiad, they say, that the deportment
of the disciples and of the multitude rowards
Jesus, the questions they asked him, and the
character ot their intercourse with him, indicated
any such belief on their part, or any suspicion
that he was the Tufinite Jehovah,  We mect, say
they, with no marks of thesurprise and astonish-
ment which they must have expressed, on being
first madde acquainted with the doctrive,~—on be-
ing first told that he whostood before them, who
ate and drank with them, who slept and waled,
who wag capable of fatigue and sensible to pain,
was, in teuth, the Infinite and 'mmutable Oune,
the U'reserver and Governor of nature,

‘Lhey contend that the passages generally ad-
duced to prove the Supieme Deity of Jesus
Chyist, Iuil of their olject ; that without violenee
they will receive a different conftruction ; that
such constraction is often absolutely required by
the lnnguage itself, or the connexion in which it
stunds ; that most of thuse passages, carefully
examined, fur from disproving, clearly show the
distinet natore and inferiority of the Sons They
notice the fact as n remarkable one, that of all
the proof texts of the Trinity, as they are called,
there is not one on which eminent Trivitarinn
crities have notput a Dnitarian construction, and
thus they say that Unitarianism may be proved
from the concessions of Trinitavians themselves,
Ttis certainly a very extraovdinary fact, that
there is not a single text of Seripture commonly
adduced as proving the Trinity, which distin-
guisbed Trinitarian critics have not abandoned
to the Uuitarians, . .

Unitarinns find difficuities of another sort jn
"the way of believiug in o tei-personal Deity.
¢ They ohject the inherent incredibility of the doc-

that there are three persons in the Deity, it
teaches, acevrding to any covnception they can
forn on the subject, thut there are three beings,
three mindy, three conscious agents, and thus it
makes three Gods, and to assert that these three
are oney is o manifest contradiction.

Sn too with regard to the Saviour,—to affirm
that the sume being is both finite and infuite,
man and Godd, they say. appears to them to be
acontradiction and an absuedity. Hf Jesus Chrise
possessed  two  matures, two wills, two minds,
a finite sl an infinites they maintain that he
must be two persons, two heings.

In regard to bis metaphysical nature and vank,
and the time at which his existence commenced,
Unitarians undoubtedly ditfer in opinion.  Some
hold his pre-existence, uand others suppose that
his existence comuenced at the time of his en-
trance into the world. 'l he question of his na-
ture they do uot consider as fmportant,  Sote
tuke this view. "They think that the testimony
of the apostles. the oviginal withesses, to whom
we ave indebted for our knowledge of hiin, bers
only on his birth, miracles, tzachings, lite, death,
resurrection, and ascension 1 that is, on his char-
acter and offices, and that beyond these we need
not go 3 that these are all which it is hoporang
that we should know or believe ; that the rest
is speculation, hypothesis, with which. ng practi-
el Christians, we have no concern 3 that neither
our comtort, our hope, nor our urity ot pur-
don and eternal life depends upoun our knowledge
or belief of it.

At the same time, all entertain exalted views
of his c¢haracter and offices.  In a veverence for
these they profess to yield 1o no elass of Christians.
The divinity which others ascribe to his person
they think may with more propriety be peterred
to theses ¢ We believe firmly,” says one of the
most eminent writ of the denomination, ** in
the divinity of’ Christ’s mission and office, that
he spoke with divine authority, and was a bright
e of the divine perfections.  We believ. that
Jesus Christ was the most glorions display, ex=
pression, aud representative of God to muukind,
s0 that in secing and koowing him, we see and
kuow the invisible Father ; so that when Christ
came, God visited the world and dwelt with ien
mare conspicuously thun any tormer period,

In Christ’s words we hear God speaking 5 in

his miracles we behold God acting 5 in his ¢
acter and life we see nn unsullivd image of Got's
purity and love.  Webelieve, then, in the divin-
ity of Christ, as this term is often and properly
used.”

Unitavinns do not think that they thus detrace

from' the true glory of the Son. They regard
bim as one with God in affection, will, and pur-
pose.. " This unjon, they think, is explain-d by
the words of the Saviour bimsell. ~ ¢ Be ye also
oue,” says he to his disciples, ** even as | and my
Father sue one;” not oue in natare, bat in pur-
pose, atTection, and act. Through him Christians
are brought near to the Father, and their hearts
are penetrated with divine love. By union with
him as the true vine, they ave nurtured in the
spiritual life.  In his teachings they find reveln-
tivns of holy truth,  They ascribe peculiar power
aud significance to his crosse  To that emblem
of selt=sacrificing love, they turn with ainotions
which language is too poor to express.
The cross is connected in the minds of Chris-
tians with the Atonement, On this subject
Unitarians feel constrained to differ {vom some
of their fellow Christians.  They do not “reject
the Atonement in what they conceive to be the
seriptural meaning of the term, While, however,
they gratefully ackunowledge the medintion of
Christ, and believe that through the channel
ot his gospel are conveyed to then the most pre.
cious blessinga of a Father's mercy, they object
strongly to the views frequently expressed, of the
connexion of the death of Christ with the forgive-
ness ot sin. . They do not believe that the saffur-
ings of Chirist were penal——designed to satisfy
principle of stern justice, for justice, say they,
does not inflict suffering on the innocent that the
guilty may go free, And besides, they believe
that God’s justice is in perfect harmony with his
mercy, that to separate them, even in thought,
is greatly to dishonour himm.  They believe that
however the cress stands conneeted with the for-
giveness of sin, that connexion, as before suid, is
to be explained by the effects wrought on man,
and not on God

They believe that in thus teaching, they do
not rob the cross of its power, nor take away trom
the sinner his ground of hope. Lo the objection,
that sin requires an infinite atonement, and that
none but an infinite being can wmake that atone-
ment, they reply by saying, that they fimd in
theiv Bibles not one word of this infinite atone-
ment, and besides, that o act of u finite being, a
frail, sinning child of dust, can possess a charng-
ter of infinity, or merit an infinite punishment ;
that it i3 an abuse of language so to speak 5 and
turther, that if an infinite suffever were necessary
tu make due atonement for sin, no such atone-
ment could ever be made, for inlinite caunot sui-
fer; that God is unchangenble, and it is both ab-
surd and fmpious to aseribe suffering to him
God .cannot die 3 and admitting Jesus to have
been God s well as mau, only his human nature
suffered ; that there was no infinite suffever in
the case 5 that thus the theory of the infinite
atonement proves a fallacy, and the whole fubric
fills to the ground. Still is not the sinner left
without hope, because he leans on the original
and unchanging love and compassion of the Fa-
ther, to whom as the primary tountain, we trace
back all gospel means and intluences, und wheo is
ever ready to pardon those, who through Christ
and his cross are brought to vepentance for sin,

trine in itself considered.  Theyr suy, that they
i cannot recetve the doctrine, because in asserting

and holiness of heartand life.
By the Holy Spirit, Unitariuns. suppose is

meant not & person, but an influence: and hence
it is spoken of as ¢ poured out,” ¥ given® and
we hear of the “anointing”” with the holy spivi,
phrases which they contend, precinde the ideaof a
person. It was given miraculously to the firss
disciples, and gently, as the gathering dews of
evening, distills upon the hearts of the followers
of Jesus iu all ages, helping their infirmity, mio-
istering to their venewal, and ever strengthening
and cowforting them. It is given in auswer 1o
prayer,  As Christ said, “ It ye being evil,” fm-
pertect betngs, ©* kuow how to give good gitis
unto your children, how much inore shall your
Father who is in heaven give the Holy Spiris
to them that ask him,” —Luke xi. 13.

Unitavians believe that salvation through the
gospel is olfered to all, on such terms s all, by
God"s help, which be will never withhold from
any who earnestly strive to know amd do his
willy and lead a pure, hamble, amd benevolent
fife, have power to aceept.  They reject the doe-
trine of native total depravity, but they assert
thiat man is born weuk and in pussession of appe-
s and propensities, by the abuse of which all
come actual sinuers, and they believe in the
necessity of what is figuratively expressed by the
“pew birth 7 that is, the becomi spiritund
and boly, being led by that spivit of trath and
love which Jesus came to introduce info the souls
of bis followers.  This change s sianific
called the coming of the kingdomn of heave
the heart, without swhich, as they teach, the par-
don of sin were it possible, wonlid confer no hap-
piness, and the songs of paradise would fall wirh
harsh dissonanee on the ear,

While they earnestly inculeate the necessity of
a holy heart and a pure and benevolent life, they
deny that man is to be saved by his own merit,
or works, exeept as @ condition to which the
merey of God has Deen pleased to annex the gitt
of eternal life und felicity.

There is nothing pecaliar in the sentimeuts
which Unitarians, as a body, entertain of the
Bible, which iy ex them from other scets,
They go to it as the fountain of inspired rrath.
They vegard the several books which compose the
volwe, as the records of a Divine Revelation.
They make it their standard, their vale of faich
and life, interpreting it as they think cousistency
and the principles of 2 sound and approved critis
cizm requive. In proof of their veneration for
the seriptures, they appeal to the fuct that seve-
il of the best defences of Christinnity against
the attacks of infidels, bave come from the hands
of Unitarians,—a fact which no one acquainted
with the theological literature of modern times,
from the Reformation down to the present day,
will call in question,

Unitarians have been nccused of unduly. exalt-
ing human reason.  To this they reply, that the
Bible is addressed to us as reasonable beings ;
that reverence for its records, and respect for the
natures which God hus bestowed on us, makes
it our duty to use our understandings and the
best Hights which are afforded us, for ascertaining
its meaning ; that God cannot contradict in one
way what he reveals in another 5 that his word
amd works muost utter a consistent language 5
that if the Bible be his gift, it cannot be at war
with nature and human reason 3 that if we dis-
card reason in its interpretation, there is no ab-
surdity we may not dedace from it; that we
cannot do it greater dishonour than to adwit that
it will not stand the serutiny of reasou ; that it
our fuculties are not worthy of teast, it they are
so distempered by the fall that we can vo longes
vepose any confidence in their veracity, then re-
velution itself cannot benetit us, for we bave no
means left of judging of its evidenees or import,
and are reduced 10 @t stite of utter

Unitarians sometimes speak  of reverence for
human nawire,~—of reverence for thesoul. They
veverence it as God’s work, tormed for undying
growth and improvement.  They believe that it
possesses powers capuble of receiving the highest
truths,  Lhey believe thut Gud, fu various ways,
makes revelations of rath and duty to the hu-
man soul 3 that in variows ways be quickens it—
kindles in it holy thoughts and aspivations, and
inspires it by his life giving presence.  "Lhey be-
lieve that Bowever divkened and degraded, it
is eapable of being regenerated, renewed, by the
means and iufluences which he provides.  Lhey
believe that it is not so davkened by the fall, but
that some good, sume power, smne capacity of
spivitual life, is left in it. But they ackuowledge
that it has need of belp § thut it has need to be
breathed npon by the divine spirit. "Uhey believe
that theve is nothing in their peculie wode of
viewing Christianity which encourages presump-
tion,-—enconrages pride und self exaltation, They
believe that the heave which knows itself will be
ever humble.  They feel that they must perpet-
uaily losk 10 Gud for uid.  'Lhey teach the ne-
ceasity ol prayer, and a diligent use of the means
of deveut culture, "Uhey do not then tench rever-
ence for human nature in any such sense  they
urge, a8 woulld countenance the iden that man is
suflicient to save himselt without God.  They
pray to im lor ilumination ; pray that he will
more and more commuunicate of himselt to their
souls.  They teach the Vighting influences of'sin,
They beliese that in the wniverse which God has
tormed, this is the only essential evil, and that to
reseue the human soul from its power, to win it
back to the love of God, is the noblest work
whish religion can achieve, and worth all the
Llood and tears which were poured out by Jesus
in the days of his bumiliation.
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