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QUEBEC'S TEXT-BOOKS.

HE subject ol edu-
cation, according
to the Canadian

Constitution, I8 one
which 18 left entlrely
ander the control of
the Provinces,
Canada

and
has no na-
tionnl system ol cduca-
tlon. Ii there were such
many defects of the
present

have

system might
been  obviated
long xzince. But there
are grave objections to
siuch & natjonal system
which It 8 not our purpose to discuss,
But one of the defects of our present cdu-
catio al system, consldered in 1ts entire-
ty, has been the slipshod way Quebec
has managed her text-books for the use
of her schoolr, Queb~e has virtually two
.- a»sc8 of 8choolr, the Protestant and Ro-
man (wtholle, and this has no doubt pre-
vented the adoptlon of o uniform sorles
of text-books throughout the province.
The Protestant schools have  followed
pretty clogely the systent of the other
provincer and produced & sort of unl-
formtity. But up to the present the Cath-
olic schools have securad very little uni-
formity, ar the larger religlous estab-
likhments in the citles of Quebec and
Montreal have spent o large amount of

money In printing the text-booka produc-
ed by thelr own teachers, or the text-
books which acemed most sultable to the
heads of the particular Institutions,

Now comes the news that most lmport-
ant changes are in contemplation by the
nmembers of the Roman Catholle Counell
of Publle Instructlon for the Province,
aml that some ecrlous retorms asked for
by the lay members of the counclil are
soon ta be an accompllshed fact. The
whole xystem, It 18 fald, I8 to be revolu.
tionlzed, and the old fashloned and cost-
Iy manner of supplying text-hooks abro.
guated entirely., In the firat place, the
present coutractors will L allowed three
years' grace, after which the printlng  f
all the school books In the Provace of
Quebee will be glven out to pablle ten.
der; and, secondly, . more uniform and
modern gerles will be adopted. The Ro-
man Catholic clergy have always tuken
a strong Interecst in education and edu.
cational methods, nnd nothing but thelr
Intense conservatlsm has delayed such a
change. The delay may not have been
a seriour one, and when the change s
now made they wlill no doubt adopt the
most Improved aml advanced text-books
and the best known syatem ol publlehing
t hese.

There I8 always some diflculty in giv-
Ing books out to publlec tender, because,
unless the book be glien in manuscript,
sonme publisher will have advantage over
Ils competitors In having possesslon of
the plates. If the council should offer
to accept the best text-book or serles of-
fered there would agaln’ be trouble, be-
caure the unsuccess,ul competitors would
clamor for compensation for thelr out-
lay. But by careful management these
difficultles can be obviated, and, constder-
od as n whole, the system of giving the
publishing to successiul tenderers In open
market Is the best known method. There
fs some talk In Ontarjo of the taking
over of the publlshing of the Ontario
P'ublis School Readers five In number)
by the Government, aml the setting up
of o Government press. This would in-
«decd be a futlle thing, and I8 strongly
condemned by the clear-hieaded business
men of Toronto. Paternal government
ts expensive when 1t conuuences to manu-
facture, unless it uses prison labor, and
prison labor would not be sulliclently
rkilled to be able to produce text-books
equal to the text-books now In uxe. Out-
side thls, a government Job is generally
costly. The work cowts more, the mater-
inls cost more, there 18 much more waste,
and there Is an inlcrlor product--all
these are facts of experience in the hixs.
tory of any government’s share In pro-
duetion, It Is not a government's duty
to produce, although It nmy sometimes
be necessary or cxpedlent. DBut in the
matter of text-books this would not be
expedient, and the Government ol Que-
bee, from ita peculiar double relation to
Loth Catholle and Protestant schools, lg

not llkely to tall Into this error, no mat-
ter what the Government of Ontarlo may
do,

From the point of view of the Educa-
tlonlgt the comlng change will b warm
Iy applauded and heartlly  welcomed,
With such uniformity we may expeet the
Provinee of Quebee to prof{t by the more
general and broader cdueatlon  which
must reault thorefron, and it may by the
dnwning of brighter days for that Prov.
Ince.

From thie polnt o! view of the trade,
the change will be welcomed as unlform
Ity alwayas la, The regulur publishers
will be glven a greater chance, and
thelr work will be more secure and per;
manent, The retall trade wlill not be
wadlng through treacherous bogs, but
will travel a firm, smooth road,

A CLOUD OF PRAISE.

During the past few dJuys numerous
congratulatory letters have reached thia
office. The May Irsue of this journal con-
talned & lat of the current Canndian
books, and authors, publishers and sehol-
ars have all hastenel to congratulate
BOOKS AND NOTIONS for 1ts effort to
arouse o greater Interest In Canadlan
Looks., We cannot deny that these kind
words have pleased ug, and though this
pralse can In this case be our only re-
ward, yet it 18 sullicient. What we wigh
authors and publishers to realize Iy that
BOOKS AND NOTIONS cxlsta for their
beneflt as well asx for the benefit of the
retall trade throughou! the Dominlon.
What Httle we have done for Canadinn
literature we have done cheerfully, and
we will be glad, with the co-operation of
all concerned, to continue the good work,

FAST SELLING NOVELS.

‘* seems strange that one of the feat-
ures of the publlshing trade, nu far
as Canada {8 concerned, s the paper-

bound novel which retalls at 50 cents.
But nevertheless It I8 a feature, and
hooksellers are beginning to recognlze it
very generally. ‘Toronto seems to be
leading In this cluss of buoks nt present
although at one thne Montreal was immuch
ahend ; but times change and wo do pub.
Nshing houses. There are two houses In
Toronto who are doing an extensive
trade In fssulpg ecditions of these 50 cent
paper novels, and this trade could not
be Increasing as It 18, unless such books
were finding Incrensed fnvor with the
buoksellers and the buyling publle.

Looking over the llst of books publish-

ol by the Natlonal Publikhing Cu., a8
reviewed from thne to tlme fn this Jour-
nal, the reader wlll find novels by the
best writers hoth English and Amerlean
-—Amerlean, by the way, muxt not be
taken to Include Canndian., Thelr latest
works by Besant, Croker, Allen, tiunter,
Henty, Barrle, Stevenson,nm) other popy



