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QUEBEC'S TEXT-BOOKS.

1HE suject of edu-

cation, according

to the Cannilan

Constitution, li one

wlilel lm leit entirely
nnder the control of

fle 'rovInces, and

Canada has no na.

tional systemn of educa-

tion. Il there were suci

niany defects of t.he

present systein night

have been obvinted

long since. But thlere

are grave objections to

such a national systeni
whcli It l not our pîurpse to dliscuss.
But one of the defects of our present edu.
catio- al Fystem, consldered li itis entIre.
ty, lias been the slipsloti way Quebec
lias mainaged lier text.books for the use
of lier scihools. QuebIe lias virtually two
.asses of scliols, the Protestant and Ro-

inian Catîtolle, and tis h tasn dottbt pre.
vented the adoption of a uniforn series
of text.books; throughout the province.
The Protestant schools liave foillowed
pretty closely the systent of tie other
provinces and produeed n sort of uni-
fornilty. But ni) tate piii' reent the Catth.
olie school have secuîred tery lit tle uni-
fortilty, as the larger religlotta estab.
illiients ln the ttles (i Quebec and
Montrennl have ap.it i large anwount of

nioney ln prIlntîng the text-hooks prodiuc-
ed by their own teaiers, or the text.
books whîiele meîett imost itable to the
hiends of the partleular insatittiqtims.

Now. conies the tiews t.htt niost liport-
ant ehîtanges are lin contemplation by the
iiiemîîbers of fite tan (C4tholle Coutncil
of Public Instruction for the PIrovince,
and thlat somle serlous reforits asked for
by tie lay mranbtîers of the couieil are
soon to ie an acefnpllshed net. Thle
wlole systtem, it. I sald, Is to be revolut.
tionized, and the old faishioned and cost-
ly mianner of supplying text-boioks abro.
gated entirely. In the first place, the
present contractors will b- allowei three
years' grace, after vliiel the printing T
ail the school book lin the P'ro-*tee of
Quebec will be given out to însbile ten-
der ; antd, secondly, ai more uniform andit
itodern serles vill be adopted. ''he Ro.
nan CatholIe clergy hava always takei
a strong Interest ln educaton and edu.
cational met.hods, and nothing but their
IntensK conservatl4ii hns delayed such a
change. The delay inay not have been
a serions one, and whlien the' change IR
now maide they wilII no doubt adopt thie
miost hautproved indl unildirnced t<'vt-books
and tle best known systemi of publisling
t lese.

There iR alvays somne difficulty In giv-
ing books out to publie tender, because.
unless the book be ghen in mîîanuscrlpt,
soate publisher vlll have advantage over
his conpetltors In havJng possesion of
the plates. If the couicl siiould offer
to accept the best text-book or series oi-
fered there would again' lie trouble, be-
cause the unsuccess.il coipetitors would
claior for compensation for their out-
lay. But by careful manageient these
dlffieCulties can be obvliated, and, consiîder-
ed as a whole, the systein of giving the
publishing tu successiil tenderers In open
market la the bent kiown iethîod. There
is sone talk In Ontario of the taking
over of the pubishiilng of the Ontarlo
Publis School Renlers tilve ln nuniber)
by the Government, and the setting up
of a Government press. Tils woîuli In-

-deed be a futile thing, and lia strongly
condenned by the clenr.Lendiedi IiimsuneMs
ien of Toronto. Paternal governient

i exprnsive when it conuuiences to manu-
facture, unless it uses prison labor, and
prison labor would not he stffielently
slkilled to be able tu produce text-books
equal to the text-books now lin use. Out-
side this, a governiinent job la gtsierntll3
costly. The work costa more, the ninter-
lais cost more, there la much tuore waste,
and there la an inferlor irouîct--ii
these are facts of experience ln the ii-
tory of angy governiiient's aiare ln pro-
duction. It is not a governiient's duity
to produce, althoughl I itmy soietines
be necessary or expetient. But lu the'
atiatter of text-books thtis would not be
expedient, and the Governient of Que-
bec, from ita pecullar double relation to
both Catholle and Protestanst schiool, la

not llkely to mili lit this error, no munt.
ter wiat the (governtnieit of Ontarlo may
dIo.

Fromt the point of view of tie 1lueia-
tionlist the conuig clange will b.. vini
ly applautded an ii hartily veleoined.
Witit m icutniformiitv w te imuy e\pret the
Province of Quebee t profit by the ml ore
general and brounder educaitlon wileh
nut result theretrouit an il i t mny h the
lawninîg ni brighter days for tiat P1rov-
luce.

Froin the point of vintv ot the trade,
tlie eliange will be welcoiîei a uniforni
lty itivnya lit. The regular puifsheaivrs
will be given a greater eha'ance. ant
t heir work will be mttore sectire and lier:
nanent. The retail trade will not be
wntling througI treaclerous bogs, but
will travel n firn, simooth road.

A CLOUD OF PRAISE.

During the past fewt t>i)yx iimierouis
congratulatory letters have reacied thlis
office. The M!ay issue of this jourinal con-
taiied a llst of tle current Ciiinlatn
books, and nut.hiors, publisliers ant schol.
ara have aIl hnstened to Cotngratlnte'
BOOKS AND NOTIONS for its effort to
arouse a greater interemt li Canadilan
books. We cannot deny that these kInd
wtords have pleased tu, ni though thlis
praise enan In this ctise hi our only re-
ward, yet it li sufficlent. What we w-lit
allthors and publishers to realize i that
BOOKS AND NOTIONS exiists for thelr
benefit aw well at for tOhe benefit of the
retail trade throughout the Doinluon.
Whiat little we have dlone for Canndit(lani
literature uwe have done cheerfully, andit
we wil be glad, with the co.operatIon of
all concerned, to continue the good work.

FAST SELLING NOVELS.IT seems strange tliat one- of tlet feat-
ures of the publising trai,. n far

as Cannda la concerned. la tile paler-
bouind novel whleh retails at 50 cents.
But neverthelest il it a featitre, nuai
bookselIers are begluiiig t4o reognize It
very generally. Toronto tseemis to be
leatilng ln tils elass of book at presntt
atltiouîglh at one lise Montreal was iiiucht

alend ; but tlines clange aid Ro do pub.
lishilng iouses. There aret tvo houses ii
Toronto wlho are Ioing an extensive
trade ln i4suUag ditionas of these -0 cent
paper novels, and thîs trade could not
be Increasing as I Is, uinces st uch books
were findilng increased fnvor ithtlt tho
booksellers and the buylng public.

Looking over the list of books pubîlih-
ed by te Nat.ional P'îalubtlatlg Ms., as
reviowed fron tine to tîime ln tilis Jour-
nal, the reader wlll find novels by the
best wrIteràt both Englst and Aiercan
-Aiierlean, by the wî-ay. muit nlot be
taken to Include Cantliai. ''lit-r latent
works by Besant, Croker, Allen, iunter,
lienty, Barrie, Stevenson,nnd other p-opu


