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CAESAREAN SECTION.

Dr. Giirtler (in Arch fur Gym.) gives the par-
ticulara of @ case where tho Crsarean secotion was
successful for both mother and child. The con-
jugate diameter of the palvia wazs only 48 milli-
métres (188 inch). Thochild presented in the se-
cond position. Tho operation was performed in
the usual way. Tho hemorrhage was sovere,
and was only arrested afler three silk sutures had
been applied, and the edges of the uterus brought
together. The child was living and beulthy.
The mother mado a good recovery and left the

" hospital on the nineteenth day. .

. ON THE TRZATMENT OF PUERPERAL
SEPTICAMIA BY ELIMINATION.

* Dr. Morton (Obstetrical Journal, Scptumber,
" 1878), gives the resvlts of his experience in the
treatment of pucrperal septicemia by elimina-
tion. Bix cases are given in detail, and others
are more briefly referred to. The cases present
the following general features. One or more ni-
gora occur at the outset. | The pulse is rapid ard
- irregular, seldom below 120, sometiraes 140. The
breathing is often relatively quicker than the
pulse. The temperature ranges from 101° to
.104°, and sometimes to 105° or even 106°. There
are diminutions and complete suppressions of the
milk, and lochia, the latter having a peculiar of-
fensive odour. Vomiting often occurs at the
commencement, and sometimes later; and diar
thaea, if not spontaneous, is ensily induced, the
motions having the peenliar odcur of the fetd
Jochia. The patient has abdominal pain and’ten-
derness, not constant or persistent ; ofien intense
headache ; sometimes delirium.  The tonguo is
. generally moist and tolerably clean, but with pro-
longed fever, dry and brown, or dry, red, and
glazed ; there is much thirst, little appotits, but
food is wsuslly well taken, Tympanites is met
.with in severe cases, in some there was general
peritonitis, in one pericarditis, and in another
poeumonia.  Lastly, in some cases abecesses oc-
curred Dr, Morton believes that the slighter
a3 well as the more severs cases are of septic ori-
gin, “ that thoy depend upon the absorption into
the genera! circulation of decomposing fluids, and
disentegrating depognts frora the interior of the
uterus,”

The treatmant.msy be summed up in the home
bred word—purging. The author’s rule is never
to repress diarthes ; when there is improvement
‘without it, to leave wall alone ; when there iz no
iiz.orovement withoat, to loss no time in setting
it .up - The purgntive employed “was calomel,
sometimes in five-grain doses, with Dover’s pow-
der, more frequently in three ¢r four-grain doses
with compound colocynth pill. Opium i3 never
‘given without calomel. Dr. Morton has “ a great
dread and distrust of opium in these cases, be-
lieving it to be capable of checking wholesome
eliminstion, and masking dangerous symptoms.”
In addition to other means, scruplo or half-drackm
doses of sulphite of soda were given every threa
or four hours. The anthor is not satisfied this
did mnch good, and he ascribes the good results

Ichxcﬂ_,r to the purging. He gives as goncmus A
dist s the psticnt will bear, with & moderate
and occasionally aTiboral allowanos of stimulants,
The illustrative cases aro well and minutely re-
corded. In conclugion, Dr. Morton puts forward
two inferences as at Jeast provigionally justifiable
—first, that “scvere and continmous purging,
whether spontancous or induced, is at lexst con-
gistent with JFecovery from very sovere forms of
puerperal fever ; and, further, that the diarrbeea
is not only wnmxtent with, but highly conducive
to, the recoveries, and thet it inso by ehmms.tmn.

SHORT NOTES.

MEASBLES. )

Every year the lives of a large number of chil-
dren are lost by moasles, who would probably
kave grown up strong men and women ii’ they
bad becn properly nursed. Whenever a child is
supposed to have measles it ahould be keptin
bed, even thongh it may not seem very ill; On
20 account let a cbild with measles go out, or
even'to the door, but keep it in bed altogether
until the rash has quite gone. Bronchitis is very
apt to come on if & child be exposed to cold
whilst it has measles

CARBOLIC ACID.

In the course of his investigations upon the
value of carbolic acid as a disinfecting agent, P,
C. Plugge also studied its power as » reducing
agent, and discovered incidentally that nitrate of
protoxide of n ercury containing traces of nitrous
acid is » delicate test for its presence. When a
solution of such a salt is boiled with a solution
containing carbolic acid a reduction of mercury

2urs, and the liquid assumes sooner or later,
according to its dilution, an intense red colomr’
The reaction is distinct in one sixty-thousand di-
lution, and is manifest even when the dilution is
one two-hundred-thousandth.

TEMPRRATURE IN SURGICAL CASES

Dr. Joseph Bell, of Edinburgh, in a paper on
surgical cases in relation to temperature, lays
down the following axioms :—

1. Suppuration, even very profmw, does not!
necessarily zmply any grest rise in temperature,
20 long as it is not putrid.

2. Fetor, or pntrefachon of suppumtwn, al-
ways inducea @ rise in temporature.

3. A high tempersture, lasting for ; more than
threo or four days after the injury or opemhon,
indicates mischief impending, such as aloughmg
or abacess.

4. The tempenture generally gives warnmg a
day, or even two days, before the pulse.

REST IN LOCONOTOR ATAXY.

In the July number of the dmerican Journal
of Medical Seiences, Dr. Weir Michell ingists on
the great benefit &f rest in the above disease. In
cases of locomotor ataxy in which the occurrence
of various accidents, such as fracture of leg, had
compelled the patients to take abgolute rest in
ted during some time, the symptoms, and especi-
ally pain, were considersbly smended, and in
some instances the oourse of the diseasc was im-
peded or slackened. One case was experiment-

e T I———

:le oondnctod. A sufferer from an intcnse at-
tack of the discane was subjected to absolate rest
without any other kind of treatment, and consid-
erable amendment of all the symptoma was the
regult. .

THE TREATMENT OF RHEUMATIC IRITIL

Dr. Fano (France Medicale ), recommends the-
following treatment, at onco directed aguinst the
local a.ﬂ'ectaon and the rheumatic dinthesis +—So-
Intion of atropine, nsed in the shape of an eyo-.
wash, and the nightly administration of ten
geaing of Dover's powder. The patient to be
warmly clnd in Haunel, and to-abstain from the-
use of néat wine, strong eoff¢e, and spirita. The
solution of atropine is made to the following
strength : Distilled water, five ounces ; sulphate
of atropine, one grain ;*to be used in an oye-baxin
every thres hours, during iive minutes. The eye
to be shaded during the day. .

TYPHOID FEVER.

The }[cdtcal Times and G'a..eua, in speakm. g of
the Iate outbreak of typhoid fever, seys « thereis
no evidence that the germs of a specific c disease,
suck as typhoid, can be taken into tho cow’s ays-
tem through the channel of ,sewage gram, be
thence excreted by the mummx\ry ‘glands, and,
pm&umg no toxzc effect upon the oW, can spread
enteric fever unong the children who drink'the
milk. ' Buch 4'sequence of events is most likely
impossible ; but, if pomible, there has Been no
outbreak of fever or other disease in this eountry
which would wm'ant us in believing that it has
taken place.”

WHOOPING COUGH.
During the last year, 604 children hava died
in Manchester and Salford ﬁ-om whoopmg congh.
The deaths of most of these chﬂdmn bave been
due to exposure to cold or damp whilst t.hey were
suffering from whooping congh. Tt is vcry im-~
|portant that whan a child begins to whéop, it
sheuld not be al]owed to take cold. *Whexn chil-
dren commence with whoopm« cough ‘they should
be _glothed warmly and " ‘wear ﬂmsl. "They
should not be allowed to getwet, nor nhould’ they
be chilled by exposure to'cold winde. ' If  child
with whoopmg caugh begm to'wheeze and breathe
with difficulty, thare is always danger.,* On no-
sccount should ‘the child’ be' taken ot 6" doora,
and if pomble it shéuld be’ kept dtogétharm
one room.

[
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LONACT. ¥ fRELAND.

" Though the-popylation of Inehnd lus fnllen
away nearly two-millions, the number pf regis-
tered lunatics (ncoording to the Inspector's Eepert -

1just usued)m on the incresse... The total humber

of the insane is 18,177. Of, thess, 10, 958 are
registered, . There._are 7,219 lnm.ua sﬁ farge,
whose free intercourse with mety ‘may be attend-

ed with serious consequences. _ Intermediate axy-
lums are recommended, as they have been adopt-
od in England. The lunatics in public asylums
number 7,140 ; in poorhouses, 2,966 ; and in the
central uylum at Dundrum, near Dublm, 175,

The cost of maintenance is £23 per bead in the
district asylam, £11 in the poorhouses, and £32.

in the central asylum. The inspectors deprecate



