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,nIinistry, at Edinburgli, but afler tw'o y(ears abanidoned t heology for
mledicino. Proceeding 10 Lcyden, iii 1741, hc pursued his iniedieal stn-
fie.s at ilhat iiniversity, froni wliieh he reeived his doctor 's degree îi
1744.

it was. apparontly duriiîg lîi, residence in the Netherlands that lit,
vwnpoeedlus iost farniliar poeiia 0o1 't'I Pleasures of Imagination,''

perhav cons lil imsOl therewith for tlhe realistie drudgry of î,s
professinal e-duatioln. The pieee wlis publishied in 1744, the year of
A kenside'5 graduation, by Dodsley, wlîo paid the author £100 for il.
li g1uade ain ituinuodiate stueeess, and xvent througli several edfitions ivithili
fewý ytars. 'l' our iuodern taste, il is a rather frigid effort in coivvenu
;innllaukvre but wvas theni cousidered a masterpiece of styleý ami

aboght Threis hle of undclinterest iii its text, iuiderd, k
1i~' taste(s amin( point of view seoun to have been chietlY philosopile a

~jaasial. Qu is i-eutiindedt of bis professional, affiliation only b.yor-
wWtlal pawtu eh l as that describing al convalescent:

"Fuir is the face of Spring
To eî ery cye; but ?how much more to bis
Roundl whom the beol of siekness long diffus 'd
it.s inelancholy gloor!"

n irbI rtuiing to Englauud front Ilolland, Dr. Akieidsî(ett

1n prac1tice at Nothauuupton, where hie published, in 1745, ai volumue or
odes~ w ewre on the1 wlîole of inferior quality, and met with littHo

jl 1746 hie reunoved to Ilampstead and iii 1748 bo Londonu.
Wli-W'tue discouraged by the reception of the odes, Akeuiside seetus frot

thenefuth argely to have given Up wrîing verse, except for revisîiig
hiapreiou ~vrkand devoted himself ahinost exclusively to nuedicine.
At1 flrst bis profesional siIccess was sniall, and lie was foreed to de-

pend 0o1 an annmal suhsidy of £300 from Mr. Jerenîiah Dyson. H1e turuî-
,, h'., tteilon to iedical composition, and wrote in prose on dysent-

~rthe lyuu1iphiaties, and white swelling of the joints. Finally he wais

5potdphy' siian to St. Thomas' Hospital, where hie deliveredý aL
,eisof Gois.,tonian lectures on anatomy, and jfl 1759 theIaren

Oraltion. lEs faine as a consultant rapidly spread, and in 1761 lie Wasý
,,ppoinited( phy.ýsician to the Queen. For ie years hie lived to enjo\,
hia POPUlar1ityý, but in 1770 died of a "putrid fever."

Akensideè was one of those probably with more faste for letters than

for niedicile, wyitli little real genius for cither, yet wifh sufficîent talent

to sUeceed better than the average at both. Like Gray, hie ia in litera-

ture a mnan of a single poem, yet unlike Gray that one was not of flie
fis excellence. It is interesting to-day to rernember him not as a great

peet, but as an able physician to whom literary diversions brouglit in-

eresed repuitation and doubtless much contentment and solace.-Boston

>ICdI"cal ald $urgical Journal.


