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WHOOPING COUGLI AND ITS TREATMENT.*

Whlooping cough is an iînfections disease, specifie, contagious, and

epidemic, occurriug principally among children, and charaeterized es-

pecially by a paroxysmal cough. Except the knowledge o! its epidemi-

city and its very great contagiousness, one does not know the parasitie
agent o! this affection.

Sympiomêtology.-A!ter a period o! incuabation, without symptoms

clinically, o! from seven to eight days, the whooping cougli eomiencAw
and passes through three stages:-

" period o! invasion, or catarrhal stage.
" period of acme or stage o! characteristie fits o! eougbing.
A periodl o! decline.
I. Catarrl Stage.-The commencement of whooping cough is like

that o! a somewhat peculiar tracheo-bronchitis. There supervenes at the

same time as a coryza with frequent sneezings an obstinate cough, pro-

voked by an incessant laryngeal tickling. Nunierous scattered sibilant

and sonorous raies, varying in site and in int-ensity, are heard on auacii-

lation. But this, apparently cominon bronéhitis, is occasionally acces»-

panied by a littie conjunctivitis and by photophobia. Moreover, there

occurs in the. evening a slight rise o! temperature; the child becomes sad

and miseraible, sleepa badly, and loses its appetite. The duration of

this period ie f romi eight to flfeen days;- then by degrees the cough is
mnodified and becoines convulsive.

Il. Stage of Cough.ing Fits.-At this period the cough, with its

special character, constitutes, so to speak, the sole syniptoni; there is

no bronchitis, there is no fever, and, in this respect, Rilliet and Barthez

are right in saying that whooping cough isl an apyretic disease.

The Fit of Cotughing. (a) Causes.-The fit o! coug-hing is provoked

by a large number o! causes (an effort o! deglutition, emotion, too much

noise, examination o! the back o! the throat) ; o!ten spontaneous, et

lest in appearance, it is generally preceded by prodroinal symptoms.

(b) Prodromal Symptoms.-Thie prodromal symptoms consist of a

sensation o! tickling or of itcbing in the larynx, a sudden fit of sa&ness,

lastly, an instinctive immcybility; the children stop playing and their

facial expression quickly changes; in the words o! Trosseati, "They plinD

their crisis. "
(c) Fit of Coughing.-This breaks forth; an inspiration precedeE

the paroxysul; it le followed by violent expirations, in a prolonged serie

o! jei'king expiratory coughs, succeeding each other, slowly at first, the,]

more rapidly, witholit interruption. Then there occurs a pause in foreedi
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