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By Wi BriTTON.

THis term, he said, although introduced many :2ars ago, had
fallen into desuetude for a time, but had recently been re-introduced
to fill the place of such terms as nervous debility and nervous prostra-
tion. Various definitions had been given of it. Some authorities
held that it is analogous in the physical svstem to insanity in the
nervous system. This was a sweeping assertion, and to prove it
required deep knowledge of meiaphysics and pathology. But up tc
the present time the pathology had not been thoroughly investigated:
Another definition was a loss of power of the nerve centres, together
with abnormal excitability—an unusual susceptibility to be influenced
by outside impressions. To this Dr. Britton would add the words
‘ and defective volition.” The patient required to be treated morally
as well as medicinally ; the power of the will should be called forth
by moral suasion ; and cures would be more frequent than they are
and accomplished in a shorter time.

In considering the causation of the disease, one must, especially if
called to give expert testimony, ascertain the condition of the patient



